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In conclusion, your memorialist desires to observe, that the Bill does not, directly or
‘indirecily, affect any member of any other religious body , and that it affects the members

of the Church itself so far only as “concerns their position, rights, duties, and liabilities in
regard of their ministry, membership, or commumon, or the advowson or right of patronage,

-or management of the property of the Church,” and i imposes no penalty or disability other
than a deprivation of such ‘communion, patronage, or property.

‘which are already, by the constitution of the Churches, and the local enactments recognising
‘the same, enjoyed by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church, and by the Conference of the
Wesleyan Methodists ;. or any powers which your memorialist, and the other members of

the Church on behalf of which he pleads, would not gladly see granted 10 any other

religious denomination. . That the Bill is the result of a long and careful deliberation Ly the
‘members of a conference of the clergy and laity of the Church of England in Victoria,

-convened by your memorialist for the express purpose, and that the provisions of such Bill -
have received the almost unanimous concurrence of the laity as well as of the clergy within

the colony. That, consequently, the disallowance. of such ' Bill, should it unhapplly be
disallowed (which.your memorialisy prays the Almighty it may not), in addition to the
-great inconvenience and prejudice necessarily consequent thereon, will very greatly dis-
“courage and depress the hearts of those Her Majesty’s faithful subjects and fellow members
of the Church of England within the colony, who would fain look up to Her Majesty as the
great friend and nutsm(f-mother, as well as the earthly head and wovernor of their common
:and most holy Church.

And your Memornlxst &e.

Loudon, December 12, 1855. (swned) C. ]l[elbourue.
. b

Jp— \Io. 3 —
(\To. 4.
‘Cory of a DESPATCIH from the Right Honoumble H. Labouc/zere to Governor
Sn C/ta; lcs Hotham.

er, ' Dowmnfr street 1 I‘cbruary 1896
Her Majesty’s Government have had for some time under their consideration .
“the Bill of the Legislature of Victoria, intituled, ¢ An Act to enable. the Bishops,
. Clergy, and Lalty of the United Church of Enwland and Ireland in Victoria to
provide for the rezulation of the affairs of the said Church,” transmitted with

~ your despatch of January 8th, 1855, and they have had the advantage of-com- . o

“municating on the subject of it w1th the BlShOp of Melboume, duunfr hla reoent
visit to thlb country.
“Some objections, directed, however, rathel to 1ts pohcy than 1ts lecrahty, have
bean raised to certain portions of the weasure..
the force of those ‘objections, Her '} \’Iajesty s Government have deemed it their

- duty not to interfere with the operation of a’ measure intended to serve a pur- |

pose of which the: importance and the exigency appear to be so fully recognised.

- Iler Majesty has, consequently, been advised to give her assent to the Bill ; and
* ~the necessary’ Order in Council will accordmwly be transmitted without del.xy RTINS
I will'not at present dwell on some minor dltﬁcultles ‘which ‘appear. not .-

- unlikely to arise on. the wording of certain provisions of the ‘Bill, having no - .
~ -doubt that if real shey will be soon' detected, and that the Lenlshtme will-apply
‘There is, howcver, one point on which it may. be thought that the =

" goes beyond - the powers of ‘the

1t is taken. for granted and.T have no doubt rno'htly that a cerfain. |
‘Now; by -~
~section ‘5 of the Bill it is pnovnded that no refrulatlon of a church uSaemblV whu.l{ o
shall affect any right of appeal shall be vahd unless with" the  consent. of the -
It may be : i
argued that this, by implication, .amounts: to 'an enactment that; with such con-".

“Bill, by unpucatmn, if not'in positive words,
Legislature. .
*appeal exists in. colonies  against" any wronn'ful decision: of 'a Bishop.

: f Archbishop ‘ot Canterburv, and ‘confirmed by his "Grace’s " order. -
,‘ﬁrmatmn, a regulation taking away altogether the right of' appeal shall be valid:

~an"aathority. whlch I should gxeatly doubt 1tsf,be1n°' within- the. power ‘ot the
: Acolomal Legislature. o confer. : - :

CStill Ido not “think- that -a’ possible etceas of ]urlsdlctxon,“on tlns or other

pomts of an i

1dental vcharacter ougl

That the Bill does not
 confer upon the proposed assembly of the Church of England greater powers ‘than those

The Blght Hon.
H. Labouchere ;
to Governor . ©
" 8ir C. Hotham,
1 February 1856.

But though not insensible to
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