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who through me, the better to enable them to discharge their duty to their Queen and
Country, humbly7 claim alljtheir undoubted rights and privileges, especially, that they may
have freedom of speech in their debates, access to Your Excellency's person at ail season-
able timne, and that their proceedings may receive from Your Exoellency the most favor-
able interpretation,

Then the Honorable the Speaker of the Senate said:-
Ma. SPRAXER,

1 am commanded by His Excellency the Governor General to declare to you that he
freely confides in the duty and attachment of The House of Commons to Her Majesty's
person and Government, and not' doubting that their proceedings will be conducted with
wisdom, temper, and prudence, he grants, and upon ail occasions will recognize and allow,
their constitutional privileges.

I am commanded also to assure you that the Commons shall have ready access to His
Excellency upon ail seasonable occasions, and that their proceedings, as well as your words
and actions, will constantly receive from him the most favorable construction.

The House being returned;
Mr. Speaker reported, That the House had been in the Senate Chamber, and that he

had informed His Excellency that the choice of Speaker had fallen upon him, and also in
the name of this House, and on their behalf, he had laid claim to all their Rights and
Privileges, that they may enjoy freedorn of speech in their Debates, and have access to
Ris Eicelleney's person as occasion shall require, and that aIl their proceedings may receive
fron His Excellency the mrst favorable construction; to which His Excellency was
pleased to say that he readily and willingly granted and allowed the Commons their cou-
stitutional privileges, as well as ready access to Ris Excellency on all seasonable occasions,
and that their proceedings, as well as their words and actions, will constantly receive from
him the most favorable construction.

Ordered, That the Honorable Sir Joh A. Macdonald have leave to bring la a Bill
respecting the administration of Oaths of Office.

He accordingly presented the said Bill to the HIouse, and the same was received and
read for the first time.

Mr. Speaker reported, That when the House did attend His Excellency the Governor
General, this day, in the Senate Chamber, Bis Excellency was pleased to make a Speech
to both Houses of Parliament, of which Mr. Speaker said he had, to prevent mistakes,
obtaied a copy, which h. read W the House, as followeth
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate;

Gentlemen of the louse of Commons :
In addressing for the first time the Parliamentary Representatives of the Dominion of

Oanada, I desire to give expression to my own deep feeling of gratification that it ias been
my high privilege to occupy an official position which has made it my duty to assist at
every step taken in the creation of this Great Coufederation.

.I ongratulate you on the Legislative sanction which has been given by the Imperial
Parliament, to the Act of Union, under the provisions of which we are now assembled, ad
whiêh ha laid the foundation of a new Nationality that I trust and believe will, ere long,
extend its boundà hem the Alanetic to the Pacißc Ocean.

In the disomsuns which preceded the introduction of this measure in the Imperial
Parliament, between the Meibers of Rer Majesty's Government on the one Bide, and the
Delegates who represented the Provinces now united on the other,-it was apparent to aIl
those who took part in thos conferences, that, while Her Majesty's Ministers considered
and pressed the principle of Union as a subject of great Impesial interest, they allowed to the
Provincial Representatives every freedom in arranging the mode in which that principle
should be applied.

In a similar spirit of respect for your privileges, as a free and self-governing people,
the Act of Union, as adopted by the Imperial Parliament, imposes the duty aud confers


