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T music, Finish women stand high. The
first Finnish female vocalist whose name be-
came famous in Enrope was the opera-singer
Johanna von Schoultz, who died in 1863
Celebrities of « later date are Mrs, Alua
Fohstrom, who has won the most brilliant sue-
cess as a concert, as well as an opera singer, in
London, Berlin, Russia, Italy, Spain and
Sonth America ; and Miss Hortense Syuner-
bere, who has also been heard in London, Rus-
sin, Spain, [taly and Awmerica. To these may
be added ladies of high local fame as concert
and opera-singers : Mrs. Basilier Magdlsen,
Mrs. Achte and Mrs, Engdahl-jagerskjold.
All these with the exception of Miss
Schoultz,belonged to the Swedish and Finnish
operas in Helsingfors, und several other ladies
of morit in this departinent are mentioned.

Ty the department of instrumental music
the pianist, Mrs. Alie Lindberg-Larsen ranks
highest.  The violinist, Miss Agnes Tschet-
schulin, is at the present time professor of the
violin at the Cheltenham Ladies’ College, Eng-
land,  She has also published small composi-
tions fur the violin,

The Finnish Govermnent with an enlight-

Tadies,

evovent and generosity worthy of imitation in

~Canada, endows the Helsingfors Institute of

Music with 20,000 marks yearly. Oue hun-
dred and one pupils, eighty-three being fe.
male, receive lustruction this year (1893) at
this institute. At the Orchestral School in
Helsingfors are tifty-seven pupils, ten of whom
are female,

The most successful lady teachers in connec-
tion with the Orchestral School are Mrs, Maria
Collan and Miss Alexander Ahnger. Sceveral
ladios net as chureh organists, the church-way-
dens having the right to appoint them inde-
pendently of an opposing ecclesiastical law,
Two wonien arc precontors.

In dramatic art Sweden for a long perind
enjoyed a monopoly, a Swedish theatre and
Swedish stock company at Helsingfors, stand-
ing pre-eminent. In 1872 the Finnish theatre
was founded, ““and the dramatic art has since
then ocenpied a prominent place in the natioual
intellectual activity.”

In this theatre artists and pupils are ex-
clusively Finnish, ¢ Actors and actresses are
here looked upon as respectable people.  This
is chiofly due to the exertions of a noble and
ligh-souled lady, Miss Emelie Berghom, who
with lier brother, Kaarlo Bergbom, Ph.D.,
founded and still manages the Finnish the-
atre.”’

A Finnish lady, Miss Tda Aalberg, stands
at the pinnacle of dramatic fame as an artist,
in spite of her Finnish tongne.  Her trimphs
havebeen splendid in St Petershurgand Berlin,
and in Hungary and Scandivavia,  Miss Carola
Avellan, @ lady of high social position, was one
of the first Finnish ladies who went upon the
atage, md her influence T done much to se-
cure social recognition for the art.

The * Swedish Dramatic Society 7 in Hel:
ginfors trains native artists for the Swedish
stage, and has at present seven fonale and
seven male students,

It is in the highest de
tind the eivilizing forees of literature and the
dramn so thoroughly appreciated and so highly
honoured in a small and poor country like Fin-
land, a dependent country also to a great ex-
geut, inasmuch as it does not enjoy full control
of its own future, but this it wisely makes no
difficulty of,but aims at developing within iteelf
a nationality of culture and progress that
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malkes and keeps it abreast of other and stronger
nations. To this end it already recoguizes the
value of its female element, and in the liberty
it accords its women equals both England and
America, surpassing both in some particu-
lars.

In the municipal service Finland employs
women as officers in its town councils, its city
courts, police courts, boards of tinances, and
public libraries. Among these ave registrars,
lihrarians, sccretaries and clerks.  The highest
salarios—those of a registrar and a cashier i
Helsingfors—amount to 2,500 and 2 ,400 Fin-
nish marks.

¢ \Women have only lately been called upon
to take an active part in the legal administra-
tion of poor-relief in Finland.”” In 1837, 3.56
per cent. of the whole population were wholly
orin part in receipt of poor-relief, the amount
involved being 2,239,327 IFFinnish marks, or at
at the rate of one mark for each persou of the
In 1889 female members of the
commune who had a right to vote were cligible
as members of the Poor-relief Board.  Lince
1891 the Poor-relief Government Inspector,
Mr. Gust. Ad. Helsingius, has re-organized
the whole system, and recominends that there
should be at least three femalc members on
“The method of pro-

population,

each Poor-relief Bonrd.
viding for the paupers which has been found
hest to answer the purpose in our country---es-
peeially for the adult —is that of eollecting them

¢ poor-farms.” ”

There are seventy poor-farns in the country.
At about fifty of them women arc engaged as
matrons. At some poor-farms a male vverscer
to overlook the farming is employed.  The
principal work at these institutions, however,
is nursing the sick, invalids, and habies, pro-
viding garments for the poor, and trying to
inculeate order, thrift and cleanliness, work in
which ladies of wide training are needed, and
in many places are supplied.

 Fxperienze hag alveady proved that wo-
men as matrons, and as members of the Boards,
arc indispensable, when the unhappy awre to e
comforted, the fallen rescued, and the bitter-
ness of veceiving alms tendered by legal poor-
relief alleviated.”

This is a testimony fully borne out in Eng-
land also,

¢ Tn olden times Fionish women seem to
have taken very little part in business and
trade, hecause they were in this as well ag in
many other conneetions fettered hy prejudice
and o narvow levislation.  According to the
Iaw of 1734, neither married nor unmarrvied
woten had-—on account of their being con-
gidered minors—the right to carry on » trade
or  handicraft. rieht morenver was
wonopoly reserved for the burghers of the
cities.”  **Not until 1879 were industry and
enterprise proclaimed free in Finland,” the
only conditions now imposed beinyg that the
frade with public
morality, the person engaging iu it of wood

This

carricd on be consistent

vepute, aud that he or she has the vight to dis-
A Factory Act
allowed

posie of his or her property.
of 1889 protecting e¢hildven, only
youths under eighteen to work on certain cor-
ditions and for certain honurs.  This vestriction
las led to the veplacing of hoys and youths by
grown women who were to be engaged at
slightly advanced wages. These mostly in
work requiring little skill and but ill-paid at
best,.

¢« In factories and workshops where workers
of hotli sexes are employed, they have not, as
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