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with child of the Holy Ghost,” and the angel's
assertion, recorded by the Evangelist, “ Thut
which is conceived in ber is of tbe Holy Ghost;”
only so can wo grusp, as it should be graxped,
the revelativn in the Gospel according to St.
John, * The Word was God ; and the Word was
made flesh, and divelt amonyg us, full of grace
and truth.”

This true doctrine of the Incarnation is not
only the cardinal and fundumental doctrine of
the Christian Faith,but it includes and involves
all of our Lord’s redemptive work; His ons
Saerifice for all the sins of the whole world, both
original and actual; His Re~urrec'iun from the
dead ; His Aecension into heuven; His Inter-
cention ; und the glory of His oternul Kingdom,
When the grace of God is poured into our
hearts to kuow the Incarnation of His Son
Jesus Christ, it leads un, by His Cross and Pas.
sion, to the glory of His Resurrection,

Of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Church tesches, in the Creeds commonly
called the Apostles’ and Niceno Creeds, that
‘ the third duy He rose again from the dead ac-
cording to the Scriptures;” and in the fourth
Article of Religion thut He *““did truly rise
agnin fromdeath, and took again His body,with
flesh, bones, and all things appertaining to tho
perfection of man's nature.” The teaching of
the New Tostament guthers the whole fuct und
force of the Apostolic evidence about this truth,
The Apostles were orduined to be * witnesses
of the Resurrrction.” By every test of enmity
overcomo, of unbelief converted, and of lovo
and lorging eatisfied and convinced, Christ
moves through the New Testament Scriptures,
t the First Bogotten of tho dead ; His voico,
His wounds, His words, and Hisfumiliar ways
sll testifying {o His identity : “ Behold My
bands and My ieet, that itis [ Myselt; handle
Mo and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones as ye ree Mo bhave ;" “I delivered nnto

ou first of all that which I ulso roceived, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the
Seriptures; and that He was buried, and that
He rose again the third day according to the
Seriptures ; and that He wus seon of Cephas,
then of the twelve; after that He was seon of
above five hundred brethron at once, of whom
the greator part remain unto this presont, but
somo are fallen asleep; after that, He was scen
of James, then of all the Aposties; and last of
all Ho was scen of me also, as of ouno born out
of due time.”

This Church nowhore leaches, and does not
tolerate the teaching, that the Resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ was a so catled apiritual
resurrgclion, which took place when tne vital
uwion of His mortal body and His human soul
was dissolved by death, and that the fleshly
tabernacle saw corruption in the grave and was
turned to dost,
Resurrection iake place from the cross and
not from the sepulchre, This would mnke
void the purport and the powor of the great
argument of the Apostle in the Epistle to the
Hebrews, as to the eternul priesthood of the
risen and ascended Lord who *ever liveth to
muke intercession for us,” who *fby His own
Blrod entered in once into the holy place, hav-
ing obtuined eternal redemptioa for us,” and by
the power of lis provailing intercession has
given us ‘‘ boldness Lo enter into the huliest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way,
which Ho hath consecrated for us, through the
veil, that is to say His flesh ;" it would mur the
Human Nature of Christ, and tend to the
dividing of His ono Person, or to the comming-
ling of His vwo Nutures; it would blot out the
vision vouchsafed Lo the Apostle and Evange.
lint St, Jobn, of the * Lumb as it bud beun
8luin,” and it would silence 1the unceasing song
of the redeemed: * Thou wist sluin, and hast
redeemed us to God by 1Ly Bloud out of every
kindred, and tongue, and peopie, and nation.”

We have not undertaken to disouss these

This would be to make the .

groat dnctrinal qnestions in detsil ; nor are we
delivering our private and personul epiuion on
these vitul subjocts, We ure spenking, not as
truth-seakers, bul as trath receivers, *‘ ambas-
sadors in bonds;” even as St, Paul says, “1'hai
which we al<o received deliver we unto you,”
Our sole inquiry is: What does this Church
teach ?  What is the decluration of God's Holy
Word ?

And here wo rest; for tho priest’s vow i3 to
minister the D.ctrine, as woll us the Sacra-
monts and the Di-cipline of Uhrist, ** as this
Church hath roceived the same,” and becau<e
ehe hath received it  according to the com.
mandments of God.” And the true lover of
God, the Theophilus, who would ** know the
certainty of thoso things” wherein he iy in-
structed, who would have “a declirution of
thoso things which are most surely belivved
among u3,” must recvive thern as they * de-
livercd them unto us which were eyc witnesses
and ministers of the Word.”

It rhould be borne in mind by all, Bishops,
priests, deacons, and laymen, that the facts and
traths which lio at the busig of the religion of
Christ aro etornul facts and oternal truths,
stampel with the ussurance which Divine in-
fullibiliny gives, A revelation, the conditions
of which should be pliable 1o the caprices of
speculutive thought, wuuld be thereby voided
ot ull that mulkes revelution final and sure, A
crocd whose slatements coull be changed to
acco:d with the »hitiing currents of opinion or
sentimont, or with the trend of thought in each
succeeding generation, would eease to commund
and guide the loyalty of the people, and would
not be worthy of the reapect of mankind. The
Creeds of the Cathulic Church do not represent
the contemporaneous thought of any ave ; they
declaro eternal truths, telling what God has
taugbht mn and done for man, rather thun what
man has thought out for himself about God.
They are voices from above, trom Him * with
Whom is no variubleness, neither shadow of
tarning.” and, as such, are entitled to our im-
plicit faith. Gravo peril to souls lics in the ac.
ceptance of the letter of the Creed~ in any other
thun the plain and definitely historical sense in
which they have been interpreted by the con-
seniiont voice of the Churchin all uges. Fixod-
ness of interpretution is of the essence of the
Creods, whether we view them as statements of
faets, or us dogmatic traths tounded upon and
doduced from these fuets, and once for all de-
termined by the operation of the Holy Ghost
upon the mind of the Church. It were deroga.
tory to the sume Blsssed Sprrit to susgeat that
any other thun the originul sen=c of the Croeds
may be lawfully held und inught, Lt becomes
us, moreover, tu consider thut Christinnity re-
consteucted us to its Fuith must logicully admit
o reconstruction of the ethics, the spirttual hife,
the worship, the ministerial and sucrumontal
agencies, and the guod worles which have ever
boen tho benign products of the ancient truths,
Such rosults we sce in unhappy abundanco !l
around us; and they do not enccuruge us to
think that it is possible to improve the Chris-
tinnivy of our Lord and Suviour, There is n)
Christ save the Christ of the Catholic Fuith,
and it is the blessing of this Carist, * the sume
yesterday, to-day, and for cver,” upon this
Fuith. **once for ull delivereu to the Suints,”
which assuroes to vhe Church and the world all
that ennobles, beautifies, and suves man,

II, Tnr InsrirsrioN oF THE HoLY SCRIPTURES,

There is & manifest analogy bolween the em-
bodimont of the roveuled Word of sod in Lhe
terms of human thought and thy tabervacling.
ot the Perronal Word ot God inour flash,  Yot,
at tho threshold ot our considerativn ot the Holy
Seriptures, we ure conatruined 10 observe tbis
pluin and evident distinction ; that while tue
Cburch, in her Creeds und Siundards, has clear-
ly and precisely defined unot only the fact, bus
the method, of the Incarnation of Christ, she has

confined herself to a pnsitive assertion of the
fact of the in<piration of the Holy Seripture,
without any definition of its mnde, or the exposi.
tion of any theory concerning it, Nevertheless,
the declarution of tha fuct of Inspirativn is un-
oquivocal. The Creed expressly doclares that
“the Holy Ghost spuke by the Prophets ;' the
sixth Article of Relivion teaches that ** Holy
Scripture containeth all tkings necessary to
aalvation ;" the Declaration for Orders sirned
by ovory authorized teacher of the Church
commands him toteach that “the Holy Scrip-
tures are the Word of God”; and the ordin.
atinn vows rolemnly taken, in the presence of
God and of His Church, by every priost and
bishop. bind thom to the stulement that the
same Scrip'ures * contain all Doctrine required
as necessary for eternal sulvation through faith
in Jesus Christ”

Certain points must be first fixed in the eon-
sclonsness ot all reverent students of God's Holy
Word. Coneerning the Scriptures of the eldor
Covenant, our Lord suthenticeted the tenching
of the anciont Church, to which were “* committ-
ed the oracles of God,” by his public and officiul
uxo of the Cunon of the Old Testament Scrip-
ture«, a8 woe know it to have been read in the
svnagogue worship of the Jews of His tima,
Naor may wo forget that Ho Himeelf, after Iis
L2esurrection doclared that these Scriptures
testitied of Him, specifying them in dotuil t the
two disciples uvn the way to Emmuus, whon,

¢ beginning ut Moseg and all the Prophets, He
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himsel!,” and wore fully
still, when, standing with the assembled
Apostles, He said : “ These aro the worls which
I spuke unto you, while I was yet with you,
that all things must be fulfilled which are writ-
ten in the Liaw of Moses, and in the Prophets,
and in the P=alms, concerning Me.”

Th3 Scripiures of the New Covonant contain
cquaily strong und clear statements of the [n
gpiration of the whole Canon; as when 8t, Puul
says : * Whatsoever things were written atore-
time were written for our leurninyg ;" and St.
Poter, © Holy men ot God spuks as they were
moved (borne on) by the Hely Ghost; " and
agnin St. Paul, with direct reference to the
Seriptures of the New Covenant, declures in Lhe
First Epistle to the Corinthiuns: * Which
things we speak, not in the words which man’s
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth,comparing(combining)spiritual things
with spiritual.”  This is but the realization of
our Lord’s promise, from which all examination
of the moaning of the pecuhar and unique In-
spiration of the writors of the New Testament
Scriptures onght to begin. It is the men who
are inspired, and not primarily the book : and
it was to the men that our Lnvd gave the
promise and assurance of [nspiration, when Ho
said: *“ The Comforter, which is the Holy
Grhost, whom the Futher will sead in My N.mo,
He shall teach yoa all things, and bring all
things to your rem: mbrance, whatsoever L have
gaid unto you;" * When He, the Spirit of truth,
is enme, He wil! guide you into all trath ;" « He
shall glority Mo, for He sholl receive of Mine,
and shull show it unto you.” Thus we muy
have full assurance that the Fuith which was
tanght by the preaching, has been preserved in .
the writings of men to whom, * through the
Holy Ghost,” Christ gave commundment that
they should “teach all nutions to observe all
things whatsoever” He hud commanded, and
to whom the authority committed on the day of
the Asconsion was confirmed and quickened
into active exvrcise by the power given on the
day of Pentecost, when “ they woere all hiled
with the Holy Ghost,”

Meanwhite, it has not ‘been left to molern
crivicism to discover thut God's revelation of
Him-~clf to man wus & progressive revelation,
until “in these lust duys He bath spoken unto
us by His Son,” who i3 *“ the brighiness of His
glory and the express image of His Person ;" 80



