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-vantages." So -we arn -,Id lie was often " unay tecently met bier death, by legal violence, wîthin the
shrinking and over-serisitive" in society ; and that a precincts or Negae
too great confid.nice in lîimself someitiniesb laid upun WL have divelt at such length on the early days of
biri burdens too grievous .10 be borne. " In that the nuvclist, that we rnust pass over the record of
direction there wvas in Iimii, at such times, something bis literary struggles and triuimphs %vithout remarli.
even liard and aggressive ; in bis determinations, a Tisi mray be dune the more 1readîly, because, as wve
something that hiad almost the tune of fiert.eness ; 1have btated, the yuuîth of Dickens wvas really the
a something in lus nature thal made hb resulves inbu- greal periud of iuîterest in luis life-at least of so much
pera ble, however hnsty the opinions on îvhidi they uf il ab is narned in this volume. Moreover, the
had been formed." These manifestations, howveer, detailed aý_uunt of bis %vurks can be studied to bet-
were rare, and did ziot permanenlly prejudice a chai- ter adlvantage in the biography itself. bomne remarks
acter " as singularly open and generousb as il %%as at have been made un the tender affection Dickens
ail limnes ardent and impetuons,." When îbtey uc- feit fur the mnemury uf lus sister-in-law, Miss Mary
curred, bowever, "a slcrn and even cold isulaîiun uf Ilugarîli. One cratic lhinks that Mn. Forster ougbt
seif-reliance w-as seen side by side ssith a suscepti- lu havýe suppressed the neferences to il in Dickens'
vity almost féminine, and the most eager Cra ing letters. We are uf a different opinion. It appears

fo ympallîy. " These apparently iiiî.umpatile lu us that the passages, objeuled to throw consîder-
traits of character, appear tu us ta accuont, un the 1able light upun the character of the man-perhaps
one lîand, for Ilînt seeming w-ant of gi-ateful appreLi- ne May go su far as lu say Iliat îhey oughî 10 dis-
alion svith which the Americaris accused him;, and, un abuse the public mitid uf any lingering impression
the allier, for tlie complacency %% itb n Iiîch hie de- made by a slanden, pruînulgated during bis lîfe-tîme.
voured popui.tr apprubatiun~ unjjusîly pJut lu the Frunt first to last, Didkens' nature svas, above ail
score of mnere vanity. Ditkens lias been charged tbings, cbîldlike-in sumne respects, childisli. The
ssilb eking out his deficiencies, of skill as an artisî traits of character vubich impress us mosî in reading
by exnggeratians of 'ndividual peculiarily. Thîis Lis life are thuse suhich sursied his youîh, and flot
tendency, however, svas really one su rnatural 10 lîim unly belped tu furm, but actually constituted, the
that bie could flot divest himself uf it in privale man. Ile luved yuuing peuple, because lie svas
letters la bis dearest friends. E% en bis pun..lualtiun alvays yuung liinself-g-,eneruus, impulsive, cheerful
was donc by ivbolesale . in une lelter, Mn. Furster is and sympnthetic. Wliat be prized in ber svbo
îrealed ta haîf a-dozen marks of illeirugatiun lu a %vas su early taken away, mnay be gathered froîn the
single question ; in anoîber, a clause, cuntainmng epitaph he placed upun ber turnb -" îoung, beau-
nolbing specially wunderful, terminales %vuitîs nu less tiful and guod, Gud fluiibered ber aniung His
than lhirty notes of admiration. This extra vagance, anguls, at tlie early age uf se'venteen." A compati-
perhaps, for the most part unconbciuus, lieigbteîs suii uf the sttb-.equent allusions in bis letters front
the humour of bis vvurks; but il uften degrades- il Amenica witlî the î..using words uf )czvid Copperfild,
almost la thse level of caricature, and sumetimes inclines us lu tlue belief thal she 'vas the original of
makes bis pallias appear tavdry and artîfiu.ial. The Agwei IVi; ,Z;d-the nublest, purest and best of lbs
story of bis boylhaod is extremnely touching, and svill beroines.
Le read iîh intense interest; but bis N!ebement- Dickens' first visît 10 Amierica bas been a subject
even boisterous -lamentations over ils, bardsliips uf conîroversy ad nai.rcam. The bîograpby con-
seemn 100 bighly wvrougbî ta be satisfaclury. Wbntains !>omne incidents, as vvell as some very plain ex-
we find tuaI sumbre badow darkening a prosperui.s pressi.>ns of opinion, nul 10 be found in the Noter or
manhood, the sîudy of bis cliarac.ter seems lu belung even in J1artin Ghuzzl-wit. Our neiglibours did
Ia the patbalogy, rather tban the natural hbtury, uf1 nul L-nos thse man they bad tu deal Nvith. Hie ad-
genius. tmired sucb of their good points as were an tbe

Il is pleasant ta find tisaI Dickens, as a limnner of surface; but lus sense of tbe nidiculous, abetted by
character, painîed from tbe life, a-id tit be dealî the fearful demon of boredom, soon got tbe ripper-
out an even measure of poeîic justiu-e 1u all parties. 1 band. At fit-st ail svent merrily enougb ; but by and
This fealure, in tise Liograpby, bas Leen puirited tu iby a sense of wveariness nnd satîety crept însensibly
as a praof Iluat be lacked imagination-as if that uver him. Everybody is eternally sîanng aI bim (p.
charge rnighl nol, %vitb equal prupriety, Le advanced 324), ciseaîing him in butel bills (P. 345), cnticising
against aIl tbe great masters uf fiLtion, in pruse anîd bis piersonal appearance :n conversation witb im tp.
paetry. At any rate, Nwe do not îbink any une svill 3 86), and even peering int bis staîe-roomn Nvhile lbc
be dispased 10 revise hb est imate uf Dickens puv ers vas uvabng and bis svîfe in led (P. 403). It is flot
on tisat account. It is aIl vecry w eli lu speak culogis- suîrpribing that be ' does nol bel eve there are on tbe
lically of the man svbo "nuakes a stury ouI uf bis w1bule earth Lesides so many inîensified bores as in
own head," but there is a substratum of realisnst iii these United Statesýý". He pays a well-deserved
isuman nature wlichl seeks a fuuidatiuri of fa,î even tribu'.e lu tlie many tîerling qualities of our neigb-
iu a fictiliaus narrative. The Clheeryble llroîbers,the buurs, and yeî breaks out in bis letters in sucb
Marcbioncss, and the Garland finiy, arc quite as passages as the fullosvîng:-I stîll resenve my
agrecable, non' that sve knuwv tbey bad ati-tactual opinion of tise national character-jusl svbispering
living personality aslîey n ere befure. So iis sume that I tremble for a radical comîng bere, uîîless, be is
<alisfaction, on tlue otbcr band, lu knu-u that Crcalc a radical in principle, by reason aîîd reflection, and
of Salenm Housc lîad a substantial ba.-k, upun whitb froîn the ,cense of nigbt. 1 fear, that If lie svere any-
ive sbould like 10 bave applied lis un n cane, sililfe lising else, bie svould relorn home a tory " (p. 327);
we now knaw that be wvu Mr. junesb uf Wellington 1 don't like tise country. 1 svould iuot lis-e here,
House Acadeiny. Thue same Inay Le said uf Mrs. on any cunsideration. It goes against tbe grain with
Pipchin, for isose portrait sal, "'uncunsciusly,*" me-il %vould ivitb you. 1 think ut impossible.
Mrs. Roylance of Camnden Tusvn-îbc pre#-urbuî, il uîlenly impossible, for any Englishmian tu lus-e bure
Nvould seenu, of tise tunfortunate baby-fasnuer, wvho and lie hsappy," &c. (P. 351). \%Viîla regrd tol


