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or mc'ra applicants as abova, there may bc a simali
number %whose workt in their piesent field Is plainly
donc. The time lias corne for themi to move on. And
yeti if s î, why has flot the great Herod of the church
so ;_. ..:ated, and made plain a way into another field ?
Do we really believe that wc arce under shephcrds?*
If so, then it is aur duty tn 1 shepherd tnio flack of God'
whete the chiai Shepherd has placed us untal Ha plainly
orders a change oi field. But nowadays ambition,
little différences, desira for larger salares, discourage-
ment andi Pure nervousness secmn to be taken as
indices of divine commands to take another floci-if we
Cani get it.

..Suppose that thirty-ninc of the forty above
applicants should, cacli in his own place, tit down and
counsel with Gad ; renew his covenant v0ws ;cast
himself unreservedly on tha Holy Ghost for guidance -
wait, if need be, the full farty days for the enduament
oaf po'.ver from on high ; then cal! his session together
and with themn wait on God. WVhat wvauld be the
result? 1 believe fromn my heart, that thirty-nine
begging letters, so humiliatihg to the beggars, %vould
be withdrawn. Each pastar wvould take up the ivatch-
care of th;) old flock wvitb renewed devotion, and great
wvork for Jesus Christ wvould bc donc.

F. B. Maeyer said at Northfield last sumnmer:
People need to be convicted for sanctification, as tbey

must be convicted for justification ; and unless you can
do a sub-soil work at first, it is worse than useless to
begin to, talk about the filling with the Haly Ghost.'
He also said: 1 There is ane other thing af great
importance, and that is that nane ai you belovcd
ministers who have not experiencecLthis fllling with
the Spirit, but have heard the teaching shalh begin ta,
talk about these things without first knowving the
poW'er af the life that aught ta, prccede the vrords.
Nothing is likely ta hinder thîs movement so rnuch as
for men ta use language witbaut the persanal experi-
ence in their awn life.'

Here, 1 proioundly believe, lies the real solution of
this vexeci question. No ministerial bureau, aragecy,
or begiring influence and applications tram friends, cati
equal it. The pastor who, is restless and unbappy in
his preserit field, unless hie has a clear caîl tram Gad ta
lea, e it, will be just as unhappy in any other. Perhaps
wvhat ho naeds is 'conviction for sanctification.' Thie
blessings and comforts ai a lengthened pastorate are
beyand computatian. As ane looks back upon it the
joys are unspeakable. Yet one cani see scores of
instances wbare in great discouragement, or ini the
face ai somte trial, hae was ready ta surrender and seek
another field. But the way was not clear, hie held on
prayerfully ; the difflculty disappenred, and the inutual
affection ai pastor and people was ail the stranger for
the strain it had successfully resisted.

1 Mr. Moody bas issued a ringing cali ta the
churches for special work during January. One
sentence therain serves my purpose here . ' First, let
us have a revival af righteousness among ourselves,
and then open wide aur churches ta those whorn we
bave sa long neglected. - If every pastor will
exert himseli ta, spend and be spent ini thie Master's
service at this special season, if every officer %vill give
bis sympaty anad co-operation ta thot work, the church
will have cause ta remember January, 1897, both -in
time and through eternity.' Trhis is the truc minis- -

terial unrest. Oh, that this kind may take the place of
the other with 1 the expulsive povver of a new affection "

Commenting on this acticle the Editar of the
Observer -ays that Dr. Page hardly goes far enough
wvhcn hie suggosts that thirty-nine out of farty appli-
cants for the vacant pulpit in Kansas, each in his own
place, sit down and counisel with God, renew his
covenant vows, and seek the guidance of the Holy
Spir4t. Why should flot ahi forty applicants do this
thingP Is it ti be supposed that the great Shepherd
and Bishop ai souls would commend one solitary
app'icant af the forty any more than he woulc. another
or ahi ? Should flot aIl the discontented or resthess
pastars; pursue the same repentant course and with-
draw their respective letters af application ? WilU nny
ane of themn do it ? The ana who does may well hava
the earne.,,t consideration of the churcb in its reaching
aut for a naw under sbepherd. Much would be gained

àL st were understoad flint no çhurch or rmnstet would
hencefarth pay attention ta, personal application- for a
pastorte The Rencd of thie churcli needs no such
speciu and unhiallowed methods as are in vogua to
insura for bis flock the cara ai those wvho shadl lend the
sheep in green pastures and besida stili waters.

It is plensing for us ta feci that the condition ai
offices spoken af by Dr. Page is much more general an
the United States than in aur Dominion yet may we
not hope and pray that at no distant day the coaditian
of affaies autlincd by tha Observer Editor may ba univer
sal thraughout aur beluved church.-AN E LDER ELDIER.

A LIVING AND A LIFE.
Th'Ae late Govcraior Rusell was on ana occasion callad

ta give an addrass an IlPractical Success " ta a htgh.scbool
class. One sentence ini that address clings ta 'he incrnory
of those who heard hm: Il Remember that acire is one
thing better than nuking a living-making a file."

IVe inight say that the epigrami as worthy af Aurclius;
but at would ha more exact ta say that it as the saine lessan
taught in the aId question ai the 'rachcr of Galilea: "Whîat
shall a man be profitcd, if hae shail gain tAie whole world,
and forfeit bis own ié? " This was Ais freqtaent lasson.
lHe bade them taka no care loi -ý hat they should ent or
drink or wear, bacause there wera laîgher wants tlman these
which occupy birds and bcasts. It was the moncy-gettang
L'ives tat sank ta Gehenna, white the beggnr Lazrus
was taken taAbraham's bosom. Itwas the mian increased in
gonds, building newbarns,towhom the dread suninîions came.

Any anc cani make a living ; it requires only labor.
MVien made it is an ordinary achievement, nat worth much.

Thc living perishes day by day w.th the consiption of
food. It anly prolongs an existence which nny be a warth-
less existence. It is aIl matcrial, disrupted by processes af
dccay. It is bread, ment, shirt, slicet, shingles, wheels,
nothing mare, gone to-marraw or next ycar. Is best
praduct is muscle ta maka more living, and brain waated
an yet more laving. It is permeated with ailthe uglanesi ai
selfishness.

But a life-that is ail ai greatnes3 that wccan conceiva.
A file, budding in an infant intelligence, dcvaloping into
soul and character, transcending the conditions oi circum-
stances in the mutability ai time-the maturing will ai that
little chald bas in it a grandeur that no physical dasplay of
force cati rival. Sanctificd by love, guided by a higb
purpose, crowned witb victary over ail low impulses, and
chargcdl with power ta scatter blessing everywhec. The
lit e is mare than meat, mare than the maere living.

WVe hohd Governor Russell in lionar for repaating the
ohd Galilean lesson. When hae said it bis bearers did aat
think of it as an oracle af religion ; but it is nana tba less
the very haart af the tezacling af Jasus Christ.

OUR EXCUSES.
"Yes I am taa tired ta attend church to-day ; I miust

test. " And the tired house-keeper sighs wearily at the
thought ai Sabbath service unattcnded as shie raflects that
she iailed ta prepara for the day an thc previaus afternoon.
"Themn tat honor nia 1 wiIl hoonr"

IlNo, indeed, I arn so intigucd I couhd nat keep nwake,"
says the young lady ai society, and no wonder, for sbe was
Up with compnny until the carîy bours oi Snbbath niorning.
SAc thinks rueiulîy ai a broken Sabbath as lier mernory
recalîs the divine command, IlRemernber the Sabbath day
ta keep it baly."

4.Pray do nat ask me ta go ta chaurch," says a visitor.
jeI have no dress alegant enough for a fashianable congre-
gation. You muit excuse me."

The young business mian wbo, riscs late bas no time for
God's service, but spends the holy hours in rcading the
morning papers. The ringing ai the church halls doas not
disturb bis conscience.

WVe often seek excuses for absence irom the snnctuary,
and arc irelieved when ona of sufficient importance presents
itself. One church is taa poor ; another too fashionablê ;
we cannot feel at home, or IlWe don't like the minister.'"
Are these sufficient reasans for ignoring Gad's snnctuary ?
The beat, the cold, the starmy weatber, a Sundny headache,
the shabby drass and hat, the Sundny dinner complete tbe
catalogue ai our excusas.

Oh, poor, fliinSY CXLUSCS. In that day when we are
c.ihhed ta giva an account ai our carthl> Sabbaths, wiii na:
the Lord turn a deaf car ta thean al? What then will the
record be?
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