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el

perty of the inhahitafhts must he protects
ed ; third, They must be lefu to-enjiy
the free exercise of the Protestant reli-
gion, ,
The herald imfiediately réplied. that
stich preposterous conditions could not
for a_moment be listened to ; ddding.
_that the garrison was known te he weak,
~and congluding by again demanding the
instant surremler of the place.

« My good fridnd,” answered the
"Shepherd, “ do not be tdo rash, I ad-
vise you to inform your general from me,
that nothing but my desire to avaid blood-
shed could make me thit k of surrender.,
ing on any terms whatever § and please
to add, that if he does not éhoose to a-
giee to those [ have already stated, he
will gain possession of thie town only at
the point of the sword ; for I swear to
you, by the faith of an honest man and «
Christian, as well by the honour of a gen-
tleman, . that the garrison has lately re-
ci;‘i’w;ed a reinforcement he little dreaims
of.

Sd saying, the shepherd lighted his
pipe, and puffed away with an air of the
tanst comsummate nonckalence. Con
founded by this appearance of holdnes:
and security, the herald thought it pru-
dent to return, and stute to Gonsalvo
the demands which had been made.
The Spanish general, deceived by this
show of resistance; and being unwilling
te waste either men or time in reducing

. this paltry town, resolved 1o agree to the
comditions offered ; and. followed by his
troops, approached the gates = This le-
ment determination ‘was’ announced. by
the herald to the shepherd, who only
vouchsafed in-reply, ¢ I find your. com-
mande. is a man of some sense,” He
then left the walls, let down the draw-
bridge, déliberately opened the gates, and
allowed the Spanish troops tv pour. into

- the town.  Surprised al seeing no one in

. the streets hut a strange-looking fellow.

. whose caricature of'a milifary costu.se

< hung upon him like patch-work. Ginsal-

Y vo begin.-to suspeét” treachery, and,

b - seizing the- shepherd, demanded to

- know where the garsison was? .., .

-“ Ifiyour highness will follow me 1
will.shiow you,” auswered the rustics

¢« Keep by my.sticrup, then,” exclame
¢d Gunsalvo 3 % Bnd of the ledsCrymp-
1om that you mean to Betray miv, I'shult
send a bullet thivoigh Four heait.”

« Agreed,”” said our friend.- ¢ Follow
me Spaniards ! for I swear by the word
of an honest man and a Christian, as
well by the honour of a gentleman that
the garrison Will offer you no injury.”

He then placed.himselll by Gonsalve®s
stirrup, and, followed by the troops,
passed through several silent and desert-
ed streets, till at length, turning into a
narrow lane, he stopped béfore a mean-
looking house, and having prevailed on
Gonsalvo to enter, he led him into a small
room, where lay his wife with her little
hoy beside her. . , .

 Nohle General ! he said, pointing
10 the former, ¢ this is our garrison ; and
this,” he added, taking his ton in his
arms, % is the reinforcement of which i
told you.” .

Aware, now, of the real state of mat-
ters, the absurdity and cleverness of the
trick moved even Spanish gravity, and
Gonsalvo gave free course to his- mirth,
Then taking off' a rich gold chain.which
decorated his own person; he passed it
round the neck of the infant. :

« Permit me to offer this mark of my
esteem,” he said,.good-naturedly, % for
the valiant garrison of Ogersheim. By
the hand of a soldier, .I envy you the
possession of such a reinforcement, and
yon must let me present you with this
pursé of gold, for the use of the young
reerait,’® B e

-He then stooped down and kissed the
delightfui mother and her boy,and quitted
the house, leaviug the shepherd to baast
for many a summer day and winter night
of the success of his stratagem.

- ;

«Have yoir ¢ Blasied Hopes 2" aske
ek a {ady of a‘green librarian, whose
face was much, swollen With theé-tooth.
ache. ¢ No, ma’am,":teplied the youth,

“but I've a blasted toothache?.. . .



