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THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION 0F FAIILi
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T HE inher.-nt righit of the churcb of God, in any of its constituent
parts, by virtue of Potes/as Dogrnai'ica to niake, revise, amend,

change, supersede its subordinate standards is concedcd. Froni the chu -ch
of Ronme, with bier boasted seiiibr-ii/uique-eade.ii daim, down ta the inost
deniocratic, independent, organization called a chiurclt-.cven a Plymuouth
assenib!y oi l3rethern-the righit has l'een exercised by anc and ail. Ternis
of feliowsbip are laid down and niemnbers are recciv'cd or cxcomnmunicated
according ta the standard which the particular churchi holds. Creeds and
confessions ii; sonie fornm are a necessity if the church is ta be a witriess for
thc truth over agaiinst anti Christian error, immnorality and worldiiness. The
particular fornii af the confession however ivill bc deterniined by tumes and
circunistances; for a confession is mnade for the mate precise definition of
dipresent truth,*' and forms the '4duposit af truth e!which is dcenied essential.
Crecds and confessions arc not ianiufactured, they grow. *fhey are the
expression ai inward hi1e, and thougit : the resuit ai the experience ai God's
churchi under the guidance ai the spirit ai -race.

The churcli in Canada inherited lier creed froni the Scotch and Irish
churches, she did nlot fraine it. 111 1875 the United Chiurclb soleninly
adopted the WVestmninster Confession as lier subardinate standard, and the
catechismns for use ini the instruction of the people. A single note ai expia
nation was addcd regarding the power ofithe civil magistrate. Aiîhioughi only
sixteen years have elapse. sitîce the confession iras thus piaced in aur basis
ai union, nevertheless the inherent righit renlains, in a constitutionai way, t'O
înodiiy, anîend, or supersede it, as aur subordinate standard. ro do this is

1«Iawful,» is it expedient ? This is the qucstion I propose shiortiy ta answer.
Is it expedient at the present tine ta revisc the confesbion af Faith ? For'
neariy two hundred and fifty years, i bas been the standard of Englisli-spe>ak-
ing Presbyterians; are aur circunistances naw such as caii for or would justiiy


