
wide and brig-ht the circie wouid sprcad, whcn
îhey cast tîteir pcsrls on1 thc watcrs of Society,
and saw thein sparkle and eddy bhencath tîktir
influence for the first tiine? DAd thcy giicss
thet thc air wvas ail alive wîlî kîndred spirits
and new voices of melicdy-or think how high
and bright the fiame of female nîind wotild rise
and shine, and that the country would be
studded witli answcvring fires, in less tlian
trenty ycars after îlîeir own timid wvatch liighis
wcre kindied on the his of New Ent-land ?
Did they anticipate that progress in the me-
chania arts, by %%hicli thoughts sliînbering, in
the heart one weelc, inny on the iicxt claii
sympathy froni a hundlrcd and fifty thousand
rraders? C'oitd they have known iîow beau-
tifully their influence would spread among the
.ex-how manny agei wouuld flash aroundi their
feet when, Lke angels of oid, they went down
to trouble the stili waters of hum-an thoutlt?

Did they anticipate all this? No! no!-
Genius is a si'ect impulse, and calculation un-
.known 10 ils firsz exertions! As the bird
p)anting beneathli te burden of isowvn rich
miclody, pours itS son- upon the air-they
gave up a trcasure of thought wvhich was
pleading for utcrance--a-nd the resuit came
naturaliy as flbters blossom beneanth the
kisses of an April sun. Their spirits wcre
haunted with music, and tulting no thought of
the morrow, thcy gave it freely 10 the brc7.c
without one anticipation of the ccho which
socicty mighît send back to thcm-of the afioc-
tinn they have cxcitei, ami the revcrencc
which %% ill cling arniînd ihleir nmeniory. They
acted froni the impulse of a high nature, and
wýith ail tlhcir grnius r,:tnained truc women,
faithfi t0 their scx, firm in the domcstic du tics
whirh arc impcr.ttiveillize on thc gifîcd, and
thosc of humble cndowvments.

lVith thecexamples jusi dw.ciî uipon joined to
aiany others scarccly infbrior cither inqui
tics of mindl or heart, it %vilI iîard;y bc contcnd-
cd even by thc mnost obstinato, that in order to
,rite vcll -a womnan muîst invcst her nmind and
personal habits wiîlx the attribtîtes of inascu-
linc grcaitncss; or that sho must sacrifice one
féminine or geaîlc qualiîy in rder 10 altain
lliîcrary distinction. The hisiory of fema-le
mind from the landing of the P:lgrims t0 the
preszct ilay, lias been a bee.~iconradiction
fo this false iden; and so far as oir Eteraturc
is concc.rned, tic ladies of A:nerica havc littlc
bo regret, and icsqs to Miusli for. Cotamon.
p'ace nnd feeble books mny occ isionnlly cme-
ri:tc from thcir peas, but a decidc,.ly immoral
Dr irrecifflous volume bas not, 10 the writer'sI

knowledge ever heu a disgraceful record against
the sex since America ivas a nation. In our
land fuw ladis of genitis, or evcn taicnt, exist,
wvho %wotild not reject the distinction, lîowever
high, %vhîch nmust be purclîased by a sacraffice
of deliracy or principle. If tlî,s unnatural de-
sire fur populariîy did exist, thiero is no safe-
gizard agnaist it su powerfui as the cultivation
of a truly f,.:minine taiste for 1, tters. There is
sometlhing in a study of the beauîtiftil %%lîich
ennobles and refines the intellect; t'nd if the
pursuit of letters led ta no hig!ier rcsult, the
author might, sccure an cxceý.dMg rcvard in.
the cuitivation of hLr tastc-in the deiicacy
and reflntment wvhiclî habits of pure tlight
blend with the character, adding newv grace to,
that alreacly existing In lier ;voran's nature.

But in thc very luxuriance and sutcess of
our femnale literature there is danerer of its je-
toriatton. The indiscriminate uzýc of a terni,
by w'hich wvo. icn of genius wcre flrst knôvn
in our land, titreatens t0 destroy ils dignity,
.and in soine degree check the progress of
female mmnd. Th2 appellation once bestovecl
on our disýtinguishced fernales as a tiâle of
dignity and honour lias becomc perverted by
i'ocicty, and is t.iotightlessly renderc-d to the
pretender, wvho, înibtaking ambition fur talenit,
assumes, undur tic delusioni, more than the
higiliest grade of gî.nîus %vouid arrogzate to at-
self . nd nAorereprehîcasive st:lî !-îîis civen
to the wvoman %vho dcgrades her stix, by a hoid
conîpanionship of rights whie!iotight to shock
the feýmininc ntaturc. Who canr*-seaudaciotis-
13' hcfore a multitude of men, conmprising al
classes of min.], and auJd the coarse che.-rs
anti rude ciapping whicli heraids her unnatu-
rai appearance,. hoid a political disc.ourse, or
cxhaist prestiinpttious cioquence in dience of
99woman's rigli t5." and equaiiîy of the sexes-
equality, which if it did exîst, wvoulil deprive us
of the sveetcst blcssing evcr inlier.îcd by îLe
sensitive and fviitiie hirt! For in order t0
sustain il, wvomnn inuist sacriffice that feeling
of trust and dependence on soitne bcins, of
sterner strength and puirpose thiîn hersoîf,
wiîich is the most bcautsful want kaown tu
lier existence.

The rights nd equaiiîy which these bold
teaciters clnrnm wouid sweep away ail the lit.
ile vo1 of confidirîg iesidernesq, çhlc'h is ii
richcst dovcr of wvoianhood. Pemaies wvho
can sn miisrcprcsent the female charaicter,
siiould lie rcjccted in the arcrn of manly intel-
iet, and shut oui froni the Eden of their own

mni. %vîîhout coiîprlciiidingIiîow be3utifully
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