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CANADA MILITARY GAZETTE,

ther they found the cou! atoand the furace
Wde It complets state of agnnon, The
coal and woodwork i the npeast shiaft had
tukon firy, and the flames were 1aging fu
nisusly.  He could comparn: 1t 1o notling
bot a niver of molten fead betne poured
down the sheft. Tuey preg-eded 2K or 2
vaeds wdong the eauth fevel, and fonnd the
wliole of the furnuce down, aud the coal on
fire. They proceeded up the levols wnd
bourdoates as fur s they dated to venture,
notil they ciune m contaet with the iufhun-
mable gas, and were obligqed 1o retreat.—
‘I'uey returned to the aliafy; and then made
un exannnation of the north levels, nlong
which they proceeded for o distance of 400
Yiede, up to the lourth bourdgote,  During
the investigation thev found many dead bo-
dies, ind the men who accompanied them
brought the temting to the shatt, Ovn’man
was found cloge to the bottom of tue shait, ;
further on they fovnd ten bidies in a mass,
Not far trom the turnace it was supposed
that u large namber of bYedies were vy,
18 the men generadly congregated near the
tite at dinner tme, The Inrnace was blown
down,aud the stables (contianin g six horses)
were on fites  When they wot near the up-
cust shait they saw immense masses of coal
aml rock fidling down,  ‘Fhe shaft was hke
a fumnacer  They were in the pit above
two hourse  The stoppises amd bratiices
bLetween the two shalls were complutely
Blown away, and theretore, except e the
level, the it was dead, @ eq tull of bard .
They would have succeeded in putting up
stopprgges but the fire increased to sucts an
extent that they were obliged to reueat,—
‘Fhey were 30 placed that it they had aot
yotreuted they would have been excluded
from tho air and Mufloeated, because the air
was ¢ backmg? direct from one shaft 1o the
other. Himselfs Mr. Cuey and Mr. Maddi-
son ascended the shafl amd heid a consnlta.
tiony but their cuwmpanions ascended in
lastey kaying that 1t was impossible fur any
one to rerrain down any longer.  Of courss
they then consulered it their daty 1o e
quaint the owners with the condition of the
mine, and to #tate that it wus imiperative 10
elase the shafts, as there was no probabibty
of saving and mue livesy and that it was
the only cliance to render the pit_in & con-
dition it for working it againe Mr. \Web-
ster atded—My companions and myself,
feehug the awful responsibility wineh rest-
ed upon our heads, thought 1t was onty pro.
dent to consnlt with the mmen who had gone
down with us.  They were culled in sepas
rately, and asked if they were of opinton
that 1t was impossible to 2et any mwe bo-
dies out of the mme. They coucurred in
the vpindon 1haut il was imposeible, and we
avted upon their resolution and our own by
cuvering over the tups of the pits. In a few
minutes after we came out of the mine, the
cupola shaft was filled with fire, which
reached 50 yani« above the smmnmit, and the
spurks from that birly of Hame ascended 100
yards higher.

THE CORONER'S INQUEST.

On Monday, the jury, 10 inquire into the
deaths of m.~)17e pgho:ns killgd by this ex-

lodion, was empanelled by the Coroner,

r. Thomas Hadger. The poor fellow inte
whose death the jury fiestaal to inguire.was
Abrabum Tarner, about 20 yemrs of uge,
who lived wah lns wiinwed mother near
the old facuny, at Wain. Abraum was
wiugle, aud was the chit support of his
mother. The othet zon, named Stephen,
waa married and lived at Hemingfield.—

hit aon ix naw amnng the dead in the pit,
&l has left, heade his mothar, & wife and
two coli dltws o AR s o, aud dt.isex-

pected that she will be confined  agan yin the pracucal dutivs of their profession
shortiy,  Witliam Coldbridge of Lund Hill, 1t have no time W give to alterstivns which
oue of the (iiemen at the colliery,desenibed ftheir position  does not tendes very vr-
the manner uy whieh ho had ot the decen- ; gent, most cestuin 1t is that improvements
<ed out of the pite He then said thatonthe f more frequently go from the west to the
moninz of the accident he tound alb the | east, than i aw opposite direction,  Nor is
vaces he visted in” gond workmg order.— fthers any g disparaging, as may at first
fo vontd ot torm any opinion is to what 'appear, 1o the lndian army in this being the
was the canse of the featful explosion, (1 case. Second 1o none us 1t is in its pere
15 suppoged that there are now over 160 formances in the fiekl nguinst the enemy,
persons in the pit. The pit was worked fand i the brillisncy of the services it has
with naked candles in same parts, and Di- | roudered to the country, it is more than
vy lamps wyre nhecessary § generatly can- probable that circumstanees do not give it
dies were used. e and all the vther men *that fuir siold which wight be wished from
thought 1t quife safe to nse thern. He vr-1the eminence of some of its members, for
dered Davy Lunps to be used where heiadvancing idens on subjects of mibilury im-
thonght thent pecessars,  Johin Warhurat, i provement. The great distance from ixome
fireman, aaid: 1 waa ol homo when the ex- fut which it is sitvated, and the infuriority
Mosion oceursed. 1 went there immedintes » (pethups not always so great as is imagin-
y aftetwards. 1 found the chair for thcieu) in the armnies usually opposed to it,ma

stoves wis blown up into the headgear.— have some intluence y ot it may be,and this
Powet was upplied (¢ remove it, but without ‘most likely is the real obstacle, that the
suteess, wind the wpe was cut as quickly ¢} East fudia’ Company have no mtetest an
possible,  We gatinto the pit ns soun ac we nnovations, however advantugeous they
cotld 5 it was about half-past foor o’clock. Dy appear to be, especlully if they creaty
1, Joseph Coe, and Williun Beevers, were [ etpense, which it s the nature of every
the first todescend.  We hested men at the | unportant changs moie or less to do. They
botto sereimang for assictitnee. e fonad | 1aay, aot vnreasonably, consider that if they:
a number of men congregated at the botton Fareh along with, without going or at«
and sent them ontas soon ae possible, |y templing to go nhead of weat is considered
feft s man mamed  Hamiuerton, acsisting to) 10 sutlice for the wauts of Evrpean warfare,
wet the mea ot and poeceded 1o look!suach a pusition i3 ue much us they need
romd, 02 reaching the capela (up-east! cae to muintaine  Individual enterprise

shaft,) 1tound that 11 was on fite about the
futuace. 1 found o man lying on a heap of
burning cond< and took him off.  { counld
olly aet a few yarde further up the bount-
gitle for the flre-damp which fired in my
lamp. T retutned imo the level, and there
met with another dead body. 1 did not ro-
cognize either of them.  Further on in the
south level 1 found a third atd fonrth body 3
after which 1 returned to the shaft, thinking
it was not prudent to #o further by myselt,
1 had gone 70 or 80 vanda. T went to the
cupola and found the fire bumning about 23
yaids each way, and ou seeiny it, I went
and told the other persons the furnace would
fall in 5 indeed, 1 saw the arches of the fn.
nace, and some maszes of burning coal, fall
down the side of the drift leading 1o the fur.]
vace. I etpected that if we temamed we
shondd all be killed, and the other men were
of the sune opinion. 1 saw the stables o
fire.  Weconhl nut get to boththe etds of
the ctables, for the gas fired in the lumps
about 20 yards up the aorthbomd, We
went up every board, both noith and sauth,
as far us we conld wet. Wo found inflam-
mable gas up every board. .

The Coroner—Can you form any opinton
as 1o the cavse of the accident ?

[ cannot form any, unless it be that some
trapper had left a door open in one of the
boards. ‘This is a mere supposition, T can-
not indicate any particular direction where
I suppose a door was loft open.

RIFLE AND ARTILLERY IMPROVE-
MENTS IN INDIAL
BY AN OFTICER OF TIIE ROVAL ARTILLERT.

The officets of the Indian army, equal as
they nost tndoubtedly «re to any others in
the warkl in practical expenence, have not
made themselves so generally conspicuous
in Europe as miglit on the first view of the
cate appear reasonable to expect, 1o any
sciantilic alterations or improvements in
protessional eubjects. Whether*it is that
India or the Compauy do not aflord the fu-
ailities tore or tess required by genus for
the development of its conceptions, or
whather it is that men employed, as they

have bren, mont actively than most others

aml genins will occasionally, however,
Lreak ™ thiongh barners like  these, aud,
whether with or without cncouragement,
will strive to bzing forward und work out
new ideas.

‘These remurks are induced by the recent
reeeipt from India of avcounts of a new ri-
fled gun and ntle musket, the inventions of
Lieutenunt-Colonel Jucob of the Bombay
Antillery.  Some ot the performauces of
the latter (the furmer wounld as yet appear
to be in umbrya), though likely to excite
less astonishwment thau they would have
done a tew yems ago, are stiil sufficiently
remarkable, if traly stated, as they appear
to be, to be bionght undet notice. Thurifle
is deseribed us ¢ single-barrelled, 30 inclies
long, 24 inchies aauge, four-prooved, grooves
to take one complete tarn in 36 inches of
tengthy goud lock, mainspring cunnected
with tumbler by link 3 haif-cack a little
above nipple, trap in butt ; full stocked bar-
rel attached tostock by bands ; steel ramrod
with hollow head exactly fitting the small
end of the ball; sword bayonet 24 inches
(of peculiar forir, not easy 1o deseribe in
words) of the best cast steel 3 cuse-harden.
ed 1ron mountings,and no brass or bright
metal of any kind about the piece; long
folding sight with shde, both the sight itself
and the slide to be made with springs to
preventtheir working loose.  Weight of the
whole, sword included, 93 [bs.»? .

1t will be seen that there is nothing in alt
this very stnkingly different from many riv
fles which have been already manufactue~
ed. The great merit of Colonel Jacob’s in-
vention would appear to apply to the pros
jectile he makes use of, the eflects of whieh,
in an Indian paper noticing the subject, are
descrioed us romething marvellous. The
tifle, like the French field antillery gun of
the Emperor Louis Nupoleon, dischargen
either 2 solid bullet or a shell. Both are
constructed of « peculiar forin best adapted
for flrght through the air, and so ecientifical-
Iy hus tais form been attained, that the bul-
Jet ot eheit can be driven to the san': dis-
tance with one half as much powder as can
be arrived at with any ot the bullets of the
different shapes now in use. The head of
the projectila is formed of zine or iron for
the protection of its iigure, und. ptesents in



