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 HEAVY BALLOTING REPORTED IN WEST PETERBO

RO. BY-ELECTION

' GREATER CONCESSIONS FOR SOUTH IRELAND TO

SECURE PEACE

BRITAIN'S SUGGESTION THAT
~U. S. CANCEL ALLIED DEBTS

RECENED WITH SURPRISE

Announcement Made by Chancellor of Exchequer That the
Government Had Made Overtures Creates a Sensation
With British Public—Such a Proposal Has Bgen for Some
Time- Advocated hy Noted Economists—Suggestion Ten-
dered Through British Embassy at Washingfon.

London, Febh. 7.—The announce ment made by Austen Chamberlain,
the chancellor of the exchequer, in his recent Birmingham gpeech, that
Great Britain proposed to the Unlteq States the remission of the Al-
lied debt came with much surprise 4o the British public, and created
something of a sensation. While various economists in private life
had been advocating such a cancellation, it wag not known that the
(GGovernment was formally considering- the matter, and much iless that
it hag made overtures in that connection to the United States.

Thus far the press has not ventured much comment on the sub-
ject, but considerable space is yhezng devoted to news dispatches from
the Uniteq States, giving the United States’ views on the proposals.

It is recalled in this connection that when Lord Chalmers, the
permanent secretary of treasury, was appointed recently to pay
a visit to the United States on an official commission, it was rumored
he would make such overtures;,-but the report was not confirmed offi-
discounted it as fantastic.

the

cially, and the British press
It is definitely stated that the British suggestion to the United
Sates Government (;, write off the obligatlong never was conveyed

through the medium of the United States embassy, leaving the assump-

, tion that it must have been tender ed by the British embassy at Wash-

ington. i

EXPECT DECREASE
IN LIVING COSTS
IN GREAT BRITAIN

London, Feb. 7.—A decrease in
the cost of llving in Great Rrit-
ain’ is foreseen through the re-
cent drop in graln quotations.
Following the decline in Argen-
tine wheat, home-grown grains
declined sharply, and the provin.
clal markets weakened. In North_
ampton and Canterbury wheat
fell 158 the quarter, and barley
108, ang in. Nottingham wheat
and barley dropped 10s.

These reductions are counted
upon materially to assist in low-
ering: the cost of living, the offi~
cial figures for which are ex-
pected to show a fall of' ten
points for January.

MAN CHARGED

OF VETERINARY
UNDER ARREST

'Wilfrid McHarg Apprehended
At Vienna Today.

RECORD VOTE

W.PETERBORD ---:cn osis setsrusn oo

i clares He Will Be Offered
) the - Post.

First EXlots in By-Election Are
Cast Shortly After
6 0'Clock.

states this morning -that- T

iaccept the governor-generalship
H,‘ana.‘da in succession to Duke of Dev
{ onshire.

Peterboro, Feb. T7.—Peterboro was!tion in nearly every branch. He paidithe shootinf.
awake bright and early this morning!a vistt to Canada last autumn, when he| Clarence Spaulding,
and on her way to tne polls with “the { made many friends. :

object of electing one of the Ve can-,
Peterhoro by

didates in the West =
election to a seat in the I%e 186,
BEvery vehicle for miles
been brought into ihe <ty {
streets are flooded

description
to touring
The camp:
over the riding and a
prospect.

The roads are in excellant condition.

‘The polls opened ot § n’clock  thig
morning and ‘will close at 5 th's even-
Ing. The first votes were Mlae® shortly

1 organization
record vot

after 6 o'clock, and an effort wiil be :

made to clean up the pulk of the vntes & 2

fgtare 1 odleck. _... . {Quarrel Between Pair Ends in
The afternoon will he deyoted to

bringing in the strazglecs

Tragedy Near Brock-
ville.

JAPANESE WOMEN MAY
BE GIVEN POLITICAL
RIGHTS IN NEAR FUTURE

Tokio, Feb. 7.—~What is regarded as
& historic .step toward the emancipa-
tion of Japanese women has been taken

by the House of Representatives in the
discussion of a bill aiming wat ithe

Brockville, Feb. 7.—Ag the resuit o
a quarrel, Derrick Tennant, aged

in his house at Caintown, early

Tennant, who ig a bachelor, for the res

nullification _of the law prohibiting | Tennant have frequently quarreled, and
women from joining political associa- | this morning the disagre -
tions or attending political meetings. % groqiian comi

The bill has the support of memoers of ated in the shooting.
2]} the parties.
An' address in

advocacy of the bill

signed by thousands of women, which |, 4
was presented in the chamber, asserted Tennant- then . attempted .to cut his
that it was a serious injustice to deny | throat, but was prevented from doing

women access to political knowledge [ so. Coroner Dr. W. E. Harding,
and political activity, and that the
pregent law was incompatible with the
spirit, of the times.

The jbill was referred to committee.

Tennant
Ontario Hospital here.

widow.
! the

jLord Desborough
A ‘May Be Canadad’
PREDICTED N .., e(,-;;f‘."c:‘,i

|
{ London, Feb. 7..—The Daily Telegraph
} d-Desbor=«

[ough will be offered and is expected to 'of them fired
of ‘pody. E. C.
Lord Desborough is 66 vears admitted that he was the man

old, and one of the most prominent of wrestled sywith the doctor.
fnglish sportsmen, having won distinc- iclared that McHarg is the man who did

- TENANT OF FARM,
TRIES_SUICIDE

i &
shot and killed Robert Woods, aged 45,
this
morning. Woods and his wife went toi
the farm of Tennant last yeor on the
understanding that they were to keep

of his life, Tt is alleged that Woods and

Tennant used a shotgun, his victim
dying of his wounds shortly afterwards.

T. | with
city and provincial police, left for the
scene of the shooting, Woods leaves a
is being brought to

GOMRADE'S STATEMENT

Member of Party Claims Mec-
Harg Was Man Who
Did Shooting.

Hamilton, Feb. T.«;ﬁVVil[rid McHarg,
alias Bill Wilson, was arrested today
at Vienna, Ont., by a squad of Hamil-
ton detectives, charged with the murder
=lof Dr. E. J. Whitworth, a well-known
Binbrook veterinary. Dr/ Whitworth
was slain on the night of December

A party of five men stopped. at
the general store, where he had his
office, to ask for gasoline.. :After their
order was filled two of them are-al-
legad to have fellowed him into the
%er and.- nt).mz;tpl,.:so - £ob-- 40 44l
5 tworth grappled with them. One
seven shots into his
Dickenson, who was firsts
- arrested  in connection with the case,
who
He has de-

The robbers-secured $40.
the fourth man
alleged to be implicated in the Whit-
worth murder case, was placed under
arrest here today. A fifth man is being
sought-by the police.

Provincial Inspector Miller, who, with
the Hamilton police and Chief Clark of
Wentworth, arrested McHarg, declares
the prisoner attempted to pull a re-
volver on him, and was only prevented
by the (ﬂjlck action of the men who
assisted him in making the arrest

NEW GREEK PREMIER
T0 HEAD DELEGATES
OF BIG CONFERENGE

.| War Minister Nof to Attend
Because of British
| Opp_osiiion.

Athens. Feb. T.—Delegates sent to
the Near KEast conference in London
Jate this month will be headed by M.
t | Kalogoropoulos, the new premier, it
was said here late today. M. Gounaris,
minister of war, will not go to London,
it bhas been decided, in view of British
opposition. Venizelist newspapers of
this city severely criticise M. Gounaris
for his role in the ministerial crisis.

George Baltazzis, minister of agricul-
ture, will act as premier while the con-
ference in London Is going on.

REMAINS AS MINISTER.
London, Feb. 7.—M. Gounaris, whose
break with former Premier Rhallis led
to the Greek ministerial crisis late last
week, reffins as minister of war in
the new Kalogoropoulos cabinet, which

WILL LONDON BUILD CIVIC

~ OFFIGES OR £

City Council Will Discuss Adv isability of Submitting Pleb-
iscite to the People—London Bill To Be Further
Discussed, Also Gas Question. -

FAL GITY AL

took the oath of office yesterday, says
an Athens dispatch to the Exchange
Telegraph Company.

BLIND PIGS OF
HULL RAIDED BY
GOVT. OFFICERS

' Thousands of Dollars’ Worth
of Liquor Seized.

Whether or not London is fo have out of the council’'s hands some —~time |
flew municipal offices will be declded |ago. Opposition in the Legislature to |
by the  city council tonight. Mayor the . bill is rumored. Because the
liittle's plun for taking a plebiscite to{council was not sure that Dr. H. A. | Ottawa, Teb. 7—Headed by N.
learn whether the voters favor the |Stevenson, M. L. A. for the city, would Juneau, of the attorfiey-general’s de-

present site or the federal square prop- {support all the clauses, they asked J
erty will be discussed. » Likely the | A. Calder to father the bill
whole for the purpose of giving
most thorough consideration
matter. They will either decide to drop
the project entirely or to take steps to
get it under way immediately.

Mayor Little's suggestion is to have
plans and estimates prepared of the
coets of buildings on the present site
and across the road. These could be
submitted to the people in the form of
a plebiscite, both of them being adver-

as bylaws in the meantime. e
the plebiscite showed which plan dths
t

the bill.
mend that
member of such a committee. No.
make.
as a whole may make the appointmaents

\ ; 3 1 3 It is said
council will go into committee of the now that the council expects active op-
the | position to some of theé clauses, notably
to the one authorizing a debenture issue for
the London and Port Stanley Railway.
‘With this in view they may decide to-
night to ,send a strong deputation to
Toronto to urge the Legislature to pass
No. 2 committee will recom-
Ald. W. A. Wilson be a

3
committee has no recommendation' to
It is possible that the council

Opposition to the City Gas Company eminently succéssful,

. {partment, a large squad of operatives
from the Quebeg g}rovlncia] revenue de-~
partment, visited Hull on Saturday and
conducted one of the biggest and most
systematic raids in search of intoxi-
cating liquor that has bezn staged in
the city across the river from Ottawa
in many years.

Without any warning the squad start-
ed out early in the morning, and ap-
parently armed with pretty icorredy
knowledge as to the location of the
principal blind pigs went'rapidly from
place to place. Their ‘efforts were
as, by § o'clock

voters favored it would be submitte: to authorize higher rates will be ane|iD the aftermoon, the court house re-
them in in the form of a bylaw. If other matter for discussion. sembled a government vendor’s. store,
the bylaw carried it would au®™orizée| Plans to relieve unemployment also |dUe to the large stock of seized liquor

the work which would proceed fmmed-
ately. Two votes will be necessary,

use a plebiscite cannot actually
authorize the expenditure of money. It
can only show

people.

B ) !nm.lro'x‘:. %ﬂ?“" P in f
e may come 'or

‘further attention, although mlt pn..od

will likely come up for consideration.

/ter.

may ve new plans to brin

Routine ro?ru from
mittees will help to make
a busy ome.

A deputation will .be present to w

the council to take action in the m'a..‘tg
Several of the aldermen have been
the opinion of thedgiving the problem consideration, and

the session |to

which was stored there.
Several & thousand dollars worth of
liquor was seized.

After cleaning up Hull, the squad
went down to the ice races on the
Ottawa River, where, finding a wheel of
fortune in .operation, they ordered it
be closed down,

WITH MURDER

“BOYS! WE LIVED BEFORE OUR

TIME.”

|

|

{

i< e e e =

i = —Evening Post, New York.

FARDON 70 ALL 15 PROPOSED
N BEING CONSIDERED T0 -

'VENIZELOS IS

GERMANS_DENY
ALLIED CHARGES
OF Ez(_TEAVAGANCE

Berlin, Feb. 7.—The German
foreign office defended itself to
day from the chargeg of ex-
travagance made by Entente
experts, after their examination
of the German budget at the
Brusselg conference. It explain-
ed that the 1,200 per cent in-
crease in'the foreign office bud-
get for 1920 over that of 1919,
bringing the sum up to 295,000,-
000 marks, was due to the re-
sumption of diplomatic relations
with countries whose currency
stood at a high rate of exchange,
this vastly increasing the ex-
penditure in marks for the em-
bassies ‘'and consulate reopened
there. The foreign office ex-
pressed the view that for this
reason the charges of extrava-
gance or the making of compar-
ifs«:;ns with past years were un-
afr.

AGAINST ANY
REVISION OF
SENATE PACT

Regards Present Treaty As the

SECURE PEAGE IN' IRELAT

Lioyd George and Sir Edward Carson Are Considering the
Proposals Which May Be Submitted When Parliament
Reconvenes — Concessions To Be Made To the “Irish
Republicans” Include Revision of Tax Laws. and Full
Fiscal Autonomy.

Dublin,‘ Feb, 7.—Interesting rumors are, guggnt__}wgw
with regard to fresh efforts the Government is reported to be
making to effect a settlement with Southern Ireland. The belief
is growing that an important development, now in process of
incubation, may come to light when Parliament reconvenes.

According to one report, the Gevernment is trying to bring
the Ulster leaders into line with a well-fofmulated scheme to per-
suade the south to accept the partition provided for in the home
rule aet and work under it. This version of the reputed plans
has it that the prize to be offered for acceptance is & grant of full

L) . ’ .
fiseal autonomy to both sections of Ireland. This would be coupled, |
80 fa}- as th.e south is concerned, with an offer to release the‘tmmm e Ghrmany. Mhe diksoltinn of |
political prisoners and grant amnesty to ‘‘Irish Republicans’’ gen-|Austria-Hungary,

erally, including members of the ‘‘Irish Republican army,”’ and
even men ‘‘on the run.” :

Negotiations to this end are now proceeding, it is said, be-
ween Mr. Lloyd George, the prime minister, and Sir Edward Car-
son, Ulster leader in the British Parliament, on the outcome of
which depends whether the plan will be formally announced.

Other eoncessions are said to be contemplated, particularly
with regard to the amount of taxes payable to Great Britain und:r
the new act. ’

$2,500 IN PRIZES
GOES TO WINNERS

ADVERTISER vPUZZLE CONTEST STARTS TODAY

Many Rich Prizes Will Be Awarded—Subscribers Who
Solve Problem All Have Equal Chance.

-

Offering unusual oppartunities, the Advertiser today presents
its new puzzle contest. In this issue will be 'found a full-page an-
nouncement of the contest, in which $2,500 is offered for the best

. solutions.

Many people, who ‘are not fully acquainted with these com-
petitions, and especially those that have not taken the time to
read the conditions carefully, form the conclusion that either the
puzzle is too simple for them to waste their tlme upon, or else

' it ig too difficult to be worth while spending their effort in solving.

IT'S ACCURACY THAT COUNTS.

The puzzle is neither simple nor difficult. It is a plain problem,
with no trick or delusion in it. To obtain the best solution of this
puzzle one requires patience and accuracy of a high degree. Busi-
nessmen in general will tell you that at least 90 per cent of people
are inaccurate. It's not that they don’t “know how,” but that they
make mistakes and show a lack of thoroughness. ;

NO LOSS—ONLY GAIN.

No one has, or can have, any advantage of you in solving this
puzzle. It is an easy puzzleto understand, and once understood you
should “go to it” with the determination of winning one of the
many prizes. If, after looking at the puzzlef you conclude it is easy
to do, you are strongly advised to take time and trouble in solving
the puzzle, and not.to jump at conclusions too quickly, nor neglect
being thorough and systematic.

NOTHING TO REGRET.

You can have no regrets in taking part in_this contest; as you
have nothing to lose financially, for every dollar that is paid in
‘with your solution is credited to your subscription to The Adver-
tiser at the regular rate. Yoi have all the fun of being in the
game, and there is always the outstanding feature that some sub-
seribers must win the many prizes offered. Look today’s announce-
ment over carefully. * !

e

/

seized the L

.| of which is
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Only Gurantee of Peace.
LOYAL TO GREECE

Former Premier Will Continue
to Work For Native
Land.

london, Feb. 7.—Absolute preserva-
tion of the Sevres treaty, the revision
to be discussed at the
London conference of February 21, was
Lm_br former Premier Venizelos of
@reece in ar interview today.

“The treaty i8 the only guarantee of
‘the stability of peace,” declared the
former premier.

He tirged continued support by the
Allies of Greece, asserting that  the
Libera] party was unswervingly and
whole-heartedly pro-ally, while the
other parties weére not anti-ally. The
people as a whole, he declared, were
pro-ally. It was true, he said, that the
German sympathies of the Greek roy-
alty, coupled with propaganda based on i
the myth of German invincibility led
to ‘“wabbling”’ during the war, but he
asserted that the whole basis of Ger-

man propaganda had been dissipated
in Greece.
Results of War.
“The net results of the war sald

M. Venizelos, ‘“were not only the pros-
and the disintegra-!
tion of Russia, but included dissolution
of the_Turkish Emplire. Armenians
and Greeks not only were made slaves |
in Turkey but a million Armenians and
a half millidn Greeks have been deport-
ed during the war and since, The
possibility of restoring, in any degree
whatever, the blasting rule of the Turk
by revision of the treaty'is incredible.”
Work for Greece. '

Upholding the cause of the people
who recently ousted him, M. Venizelos
declared that although he was no longer
premier or a member of the Greek
Parliament, he intended to continue to
work for Greece.

“Constantine is a negligible man of
54, prey to chronic ill-health,”” he said,
“and will not sit on the throne for any-
thing like the span of life remaining to
him. During this period Germany wil
never raise her martial head again.”

He concluded by asserting that the
return of Constantine was sad, but of
only internal import, and should not
| influence the allied policy with regard
to Turkey.

NAVAIL COMMANDERS TO
CONFER ON QUESTION OF
DEFENCE IN PACIFIC

London, Feb. 7.—Canadian Associated
Press.—A Sydney message to the Daily
Telegraph indicates that an important
conference of commanders of naval
squadrons will shortly be held at Singa-
pore to consider the question of naval
defence in the Pacific, and particularly
of the establishment of naval bases
there. It is probable that reports from
this meeting will be forthcoming at-the
meeting of the Imperial conference in
London in June.

THE WEATHER

LOCAL TEMPERATURES.
Following-—are the highest and lowest
temperatures recorded in London during
the 24 hours previous to 8 o’clock last
night; Highest, 37; lowest, 25,

hours previous to 8 a.m. today were:|

Highest, 27; lowest, 25.

TOMORROW—SNOW, COLDER.
Toronto, Feb., 7—8 a.m.
Forecasts.

Northerly to northeasterly winds;
cloudy with snow or sleet in some ter-
ritories tonight and on Tuesday, with
stationary or a little lower temperature.

Temparatures. )

The highest and l%west temperatures

during the 24 hours previous to 8 a.m.

today were:

Stations. High. Low. Weather.
Victoria ......... 44 40 Fair
Calgary ;- 30 16 Clear ~
Winnipeg .......#8 — 2 Fair_
Port Arthur..... de 2 Clear
Sault Ste. Marie. 32 22 Snow
Parry Sound..... 34 10 Fair
Toronto ...... 2 26 Cloudy
Kingston ) 22 Cloudy
Ottawa 6 Fair
Montreal . 12 Fair
Quebec 6 Clear
St. John.. 16 Clear
Halifax .. saes B 14 Fair

Minus (—) means below ‘zero.

Weather Notes.

Depressions are centred in Texas and
Northern British Columbia, while an-
other one of great importance covers
Newfoundland.

Since Saturday snow has fallen in the
Maritims Provinces, attended by strong
winds and gales, and a few light snow-

The official temperatures for the 12 “‘

falls have occurred locally in Ontarig.

«

BOARD MUST TAKE ACTION
ON COLLEGIATE QUESTION

OR GET OUT,

SAYS TRUSTEE

“hready One Month Has Passed Without Acton — Elht
Monihs Passed the Same Way Last Year—The Whole
f Thing Is a Crime Against the Children of the Gity,” Says

Rev. A, A. Bice.

Gredt and unwonted ifiterest is be-
ing shown by citizens generally today
in the probable outcome of the spe-;
cial meeting of the board of education '
called by the chairman of the board,
Trustee T. Coleridge, to Teceive the
report of No. 3 committee on the mat-
ter of high school accommodation in
London. Rumors current upon the ;
streets, to the effect that at least two!
of the trustees purpose to hand in their
resignations unless a decisive result is;
attained today are intensifying that In- |
erest.

Trustees ang officlals of the board|
interviewed by The Advertiser this
morning were reluctant to expresg any
opinion‘on the probable outcome of a
vote on the two propositions before the
board, but acknowledged that they saw
little prospect of anything but a dead-
lock, unlesg there is a decided change
of front by one or more of the members
of the board.

‘“he need for adgditional high school
accommodation is no new thing,” de-
clared Trustee Rowe in a brief inter-
view. “It existed before the Collegiate
Institute building was destroyed by fire,
and the necessity had been recognized
by the board, and the only effect of the
fire was to intensify the urgency of the
need. It was with a view of meeting
this need that the unit school idea was
first mooted and developed, but its car-

rving out was prevented by. war con-
ditions.

“The\need of accommodation is rec-
ognized by those of usg as so urgen’
that while we firmly believe that th«
central sehool, having been destroyed
unit  schools of equal standing wouls
best meet the situation we have sough
to meet the desires of those who be
lieve ‘that an ,upper school should b
erected on th& old site, and that th
other unit schools which .they hav
agreed are necessary should be midd}
and lower class schoolg hy agreeing t
the erectfon of a school immediately o1
the old jsite.

“But, “avhile doing so, we iclaim tha
this does not meet the urgency of th
situation, and that the building pro
gram must not be confined nferely ti
this one school, but must include at th:
same time the erection of one or mor:
of the -unit schools, no matter wha
their grading may be.

“With regard to the claim that th
policy of the board decided upon las
Decémber by a majonity of 11 to
can have no bearing upon/ the boar
of thig year, such a claim Is/a decidedl]
pernicious one, as, if admitted, it de
stroys all \continuity of action, But sue
a possibility has been guarded agalns
by the bpard at the last meeting ¢
each year passing a resolution refer

Continued on Page Threa.-

Protests Against
Big Fight Being
Held in Canada

1
Montreal, Feb. 7.——& vigorous pro-
test against the holdi of prize fights
in this city, or on Canadian soil, was
made at Fairmount Methodist Church
last night by the pastor, Rev. A. E.
Runnells, whose objections -were tlat
such an encounter was degrading and
debasing to contestants and specrators;
that it would attract to the city a crowd
of gamblers and other undesirable vis-|

itors: and that, if it were held, the|
prestige and reputation of Canada,
would be lowered in the Anglo-Saxon |

and civilized world. “Should a brutal
prize fight be held on Canadian soil,
the name of Canada would be tarnished
and outraged for decades to com=, and
all these who today belleve in a well-
ordered society would be outraged by
ft. It would be a blow at the name of|
Canada: a blow at our standing among|
the nations of the world,’”” was the
emphatic declaration of the speaker,

LEADER OF TURKISH
NATIONALISTS WILL
ATTEND CONFERENGE

Mustapha Kemal Pasha Re-
considers Decision.

Constantinople, Feb. 7.—Indication
that Mustapha Kemal Pasha and other
Turkish Nationalist leaders had re-
considered their refusal to participate
in the Near East conference in London
was given in a dispatch received here
yesterday from Angora. It was said
the Turkish Nationalist delegates would
leave Angora on Monday for London,
traveling by way of Adalla and Brin-
disi.

WRANGEL SAY?

RUSSIANS ARE
WORLD MENACE

Anti-Bolshevik. Leader Warnc
Nations Against Soviet
Propaganda.

Constantinople, = Feb. 7.~The 'lus
sian B6lsheviki are unable to maintai

themsgdlves without war, declared Get
Wrangel, the South Russzian anti-Bol

shevikl leader, in a statement here to
day, 0. they are preparing an attac
upon Poland and Rumania, ‘whic!

they will go through like a shot,” h<’

predicted.

“The biggest question in the worl
tmin?. = the Russian question,’”” saic
Genf Wrangel ‘‘and civilization is be
ing menaced by the newy Bolshevil
niilitary - propaganda. - ¢

““The only thing we ask from. th«
outside world,”” he added, “is the mora
support and |the money which the
nations, including the United States
should 'give in their own interest.

never received a cent from the French
he British or anybody, but eonductec
my campaigns by selling the grain o
the country as we advanced. I los
the <Crimea because I had no more
munitions er clothing for my men."”

AUSTRALIAN LABOR
UNIONS DISAPPROVE
IMPERIAL FEDERATION

~Ioondon, Feb. 7.—Canadian Associatec

Press.—A Sydney cable to the Dail;
Telegraph states that the Australia)

workers in their trade union conventiox
have adopted a resolution disapproving
df imperial federation. The cable add:
that similar resolutions have beel
passéd before fron.I fear that the fed-
ération might restrict the autonomy o°
Australia and not from any hostility tc
empire union in the broadest sense.

LONDON'S FIRE FIGHTERS TRAVEL

1,987 MILES IN

COURSE OF YEAR

Annual Report of Fire Chief John Aitken for 1920 Is Sub-
mitted to Council—Fire Loss Totaled $279,394—
Makes Recommendations Regarding Equipment.

Galtoping 1,587 miles, TLondon’s fire
fighters succeeded in keeping the city’'s |
fire loss down to $279,394 during 1920.i
according to Chief John Aitken’'s zm—]
nual report just submitted te the city
council. This mileage record if taken|
all at one time would have landed the |
brigade at Halifax, but it was made up!
of 245 runs, only one of which stretched |
bevond the city limits. The centralj
hall naturally leads the five stations.ji
‘The horses and motor eamipment fz'mnl
this station traveled 428 miles. 1

The heaviest losses and the hardest}
work for the department came during
March. There were thirty alarms and|
property vaiued at $117,600 was de-
stroved. During November there were
only nine fires which caused a total
damage of $12,449.

Most of the alarms were given by tele-
phone, 194 to be exact; 31 were from
signal boxes, and 5 were still alarms.
There were five emergency calls for the
pulmotor. The most serious fires during!
the vear were the Columbia handlel|
works;: Grand Trunk freight sheds; Eg- {
erton Street Baptist Church; Ontario |
Hospital barns; A. B. Greer & Son's|
factory; Collegiate Institute; Every-|
body’s Overall; Union Rag’'and Metal
Company, and United Manufacturers’
Fur Company.

As nearly as could be ascertained, the

s

insurance and loss was as follows: In
suranee on buildings, $882,930; insur
ance on contents, $1,289,625; total, $2,
172,5655. Losg on buildings, $128,183; los:
on contents, $151,211; total, $279,394.

The fire chief's principal reppmmenda
tions for the present year a that the
city 'purchase a motor combinatiol
pumping engine to throw a stream o
%00 gallons a minute; a- motor service
hook-and-ladder truck, and an aeria
tractor for the present 75-foot ladde:
wagon. Iight men should be added t«
the outlying stations, he states, thert
being: only three meén on the presen:
;;‘hiim, which is not enough to fight :
ire.

¥Four of the fifteen horses now owne(
by the department must be sold an¢
replaged either by other steeds or moto:
equipment.

Aneother jimportant recommendatior
from the chief is that all overhead elec-
tric 'wires be placed underground as
soon as possible. TUnder present condi-
tiong in the business district it is im-
possible to raise a ladder in case of fire.

He officially calls the attention of the
couneil to the record of the department,
and lasserts that credit should be glven
to the officers and men for their cheer-
ful, ‘energetic and -skillful work. He
also thanks the officers and men o

‘ an

polige force for their co-o
assigtance an ALY OC




