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scr and more preeise definition. Such ^ 
definition has been refused, and at 
the same time we find annexationist 
campaigns carried on, and that pro
posals for peace have been rejected 

• without the knowledge of the nation 
or even of Parliament.” To counter
act this, the CG.T. demanded the 
right to take part in an international 
gathering, but it was refused,- al 
though other elements in the nation 
were accorded this, right. Thus, in 
^everything, “the demands of the 
.working-class organisations were 
met with disdain and refusal.”

In the meantime the situation be
came worse and worse^ "Would the 
Governments of our Country and of 
the Entente have weakened their na
tional defence had they responded to 
the desire of the workers and pub
lished their war aims, and had they 
affirmed before the whole world that 
the peace treaty must give to all na
tions—belligerent as well as neutral 
— independence and security by the 
abolition of all militarism and all im
perialisms and by the establishment 
of a Society of Nations? We do not ' 
think so.” On the contrary, such^di
plomatic action would have been in, 
Accord with the desires of the peop-A 
les, and would also have had a good 
effect on the autocratic Governments 
of the Central Empires. “In combi
nation with the international action 
of the workers it would also have 
awakened sympathetic echoes in the 
peoples of the Central Powers and 
hastened on the hour of peace. Even 
had this not been attained, at least 
the situation would have been cleared 
up, and the responsibility for the con
tinuation of the war would have been 
fastened on the right shoulders.”

The manifesto then deplores the 
military mistakes and the silence the
reon, and demands that the^Govern- 
rnent and the Chamber should ex
press their views, on the general prin
ciples expressed in the resolutions 
embodying the views of the workers, 
adopted by the C.G.T. at Clermont-- 
Ferrand and by the Inter-Allied So
cialist and Labour Conference in 
London.

Finally, the manifesto demands:— 
An exact definition of the aims of the 
war and the general condition for 
peace ; that no propositions for peace 
wherever they may come from, shall 
be dismissed without discussion, and 
that the entire nation be given the 
opportunity of watching and con
trolling the march of events, so that 
no chance of peace could be missed; 
that all repressive measures against 
opinions and free political public life 
be abolished, and that the liberty of 
the individual be guaranteed by an 
impartial application of the laws ; 
that the working-class movement 
ShouhJ. As£ allowed full liberty of 
thought and action in national and 
international affairs.

We have given a pretty full account 
of this manifesto, partly because it 
so well illustrates the condition <zf 
affairs in France, and also because it 
shows the confusion of thought still 

^prevalent in the workers’ ranks. For 
there are still many leaders of the 
C.G.T. who believe quite ardently and 
in spite of everything in the “union 

sacree.”

the self-determination of-nations; 
(3) no contributions, equal freedom 
of economic development for all na
tions, avoidance of economic war of 
every description.

“Such a democratic peacé' (it says) 
cannot be attained by the victory of 
one Or other of .the Imperialistic 
groups of Powers. The declaration, 
however, emphasises the necessity 
for the speediest possible peace, even 
if' it falls short of the demands of 
international^Social Democracy.- It 
asserts that peace by agreement is 
now possible. It opposes a peace ba
sed on victory, which would produce 
a desire for revenge and Strengthen 

militarism and imperialism. The dec
laration urges the proletariat to press 
upon the belligerent countries the 

.necessity for peace, this beirig the 
speediest way to obtain it.

“The declaration demands the re
shaping of Austria-Hungary in a fe
deration of autonomous nations and 
also the creation of a federation of 
free*.Balkan peoples. It rejects all 
annexation by the Central Powers of 
the border nations torn from Russia. 
It declares that Austrian Socialists 
will oppose the peace of Brest-Li- 
tovsk and Bukarest, both in,,Parlia
ment and in the Press, and when Par
liament discusses these peace treaties 
they will reject every provision for 
annexation or oppression. The deer 
laration demands the restoration and 
indemnification of Belgium, leaving 
it 1m open question who shall bear 
the cost of this indemnification. “In 

1 view of the frightful sacrifice in the 
war, not only of money and property, 
but especially of life, we reject every 
prolongation of the war for any fi
nancial dispute whatever, and think 
a compromise must be concluded 
concerning the share of individual 
States in the cost of the reconstruc
tion of the devastated small coun- 

, tries.”
Finally the declaration asks for an 

International Socialist Conference in 
a neutral country.
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of meeting. It appears they are ready 
to discuss the question of the origin 
of war, though they are of the opi
nion that this debate will not be con
clusive. They reported that the Mi
nority Socialists have announced 
their views at Stockholm as being 
favourable to a quick peace, and they 

-~do not care much about territorial 
questions, which, in the case of a ge
neral settlement by the creation of 
a League of Nations, are of second
ary importance.

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL -

To forward Readers !
We have endeavoured during the 

of the War to keep the radi



ai- course
cal movements of this country tho
roughly informed with respect to the 
attitude of our Comrades and bro- -■
thers in enemy countries, believing 
that a proper understanding of each 
others outlook would do much to
ward cementing those relations which 
were so abruptly broken off on the 
declaration of war, and thereby pave 
the way for the development of the 
“New International" and the forcing 
of a Democratic peace . (a péoples 
peace).

-
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GERMAN MINORITY.

The Minority Socialists of Germa
ny have declared anew that they re
main true td their declaration of 
Stockholm. *

In these declarations1 they demand 
general disarmament, economic free
dom, equal rights for all citizens, pro
tection of national missorities, the 
abolition of secret treaties' They de
mand, further the restoration of Ser
bia, liberty of the Polish people, the 
plebiscite for Alsace-Loraine, the 
complete restoration of Belgium, the 
colonial status quo. In theory, they 
are in favour of a united Jugo-Slav 
State, of a united Poland, of a com
plete change of colonial policy. But 
they are of opinion that war cannot 
give us these reforms, and they ac
cept a certain modification-of views, 
not because they do not see the in
justice of the status quo ante, but 
because the main object is to finish, 
with a clean peace, a bloody world- 
war.

i;

Notwithstanding the obstacles that 
have been placed in our way by the 
refusal of passports to Socialist de
legates by over zealous imperialists— 
we are qow in pogession of the ge
neral attitude of Socialists in all bel
ligerent countries.

Stockholm convention could not be 
held on account of the before menti
oned fact. Comrade Troelstra was 
not permitted to take part in the La
bor Party Convention in England. 
Comrade Henderson was refused 
passport to Switzerland ostensibly 
for the same purpose, and Margaret 
Bondfield was no£ .permitted to visit 
the United States' The peace propo
sals embodied in the following dec
larations are a complete vindication 
of our suspicion, i, e,® That a workers 
peace is considered by capitalist go
vernments to be a greater menace 
than a continuation of War. We sin
cerely hope that the radical move
ment in this country will not be be
hind in adding volume to the demand 
so unitedly expressed in the mani
festo of their fellow workers in other 
countries.

*
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HUNGARY.

The party in favour Of the territo
rial integrity of Hungary, of the com
plete independence and restoration 
of Belgium, of an independent Serbia 
connected with the sea, of an under
standing on the Alsace-Lorraine "ând 
Macedonian questions, of a united 
Poland if possible ; and for the ge
neral questions they agree comple
tely with the Inter-Allied Memoran
dum.

Manifesto of the French General 
Confederation of Labour.

yl
Ed. The French General Confederation 

of Labour recently sent a delegation 
to the Left groups of the French 
Chamber to express the views of 
their members on the internal and 
external situation. They have now 
issued a manifesto or- letter to the 
deputies of the Chamber, of which 
the following are the principal pas-

4

iGERMAN MAJÔRITY.

ÆScheidemann declared to Troelstra 
that the German majority has al
ways been in favour of negotiations, 
not on a basis of the military situa
tion, but on the general prfhciples of 
a Socialist Congress. The main point 
remains the constitution of a League 
of Nations, in order to prevent new 
economic war, abolish armaments, 
and make the world safe for demo
cracy. With regard to the concrete 
points, the German majority 4pe> not 
refuse to recognise the Alsace-Lor- 

" raine" question, and in the case of 
Belgium they have declared in favour 
of complete independence. They are 
of the opinjon that the question of 
indemnities for the little nations who 
are unable to restore themselves 
ought to be settled by à general fund, 
for an extra day of war is more ex
pensive than the payment by one 
nation. They are, in other words, 
wilting to adopt as a basis of discus
sion the proposal of the neutral So- 

,, cialists formulated at Stockholm un
der the chairmanship of Branding and 
Troelstra, and they agree without re
serve to the convocation of an Inter-

.t *
national Conference.1; . They agree 
also that Troelstra» Branting, and 
Huysmans should arrange to convoke 
this conference, and accept Berne or
any other Swiss town as the place

«
I *

j
The Hungarian party declare, 

moreover^that they never accepted 
a truce with the Hungarian Govern
ment, that they demanded an inter
national gathering from the begin-/ 
ning of the war, and that they never 
supported either annexations or in
demnities.

sages : —
“In the situation now confronting 

the country the C.G.T."Thinks it its 
duty to speak. By our delegation to 
the groups of the Left we wished to 
have removed the false impression 
that national defence is incompatible 
for the working class with its rights, 
its sense of dignity, and its duty of

>

Austrian Socialists’ Reply.
M

The following is a summary of the 
declaration handed by the Austrian 
Socialist leaders to comrade Troel
stra for transmission to the Allied 
Socialist and Labour Parties :—

“The attitude of the Austrians is 
that the war should not be prolonged 
for any national or territorial de
mand/? not even for demands which 
are completely justified. Their dec
laration. includes : (1) League of Na
tions which sha)l carry out interna- ■ 

■ tional disarmament, subject all dis
putes between States to a compul
sory arbitration tribunal, and oppose 
the united force of the whole League 
of Nations to' every State breaking 
international law ; (2) no annexations 
whatever, the solution of all disputed 
territorial problems on the basis of

For four years thesolidarity. . . 
working class, like the rest of' the

t-jt

nation, has lived in ignorance of the. 
current military and diplomatic 
events which are bound up with 
the very, existence of the country.”

After complaining of the false or 
-misleading nature of the news sup
plied by the Press, the manifesto 
says Jhat the C.G.T., feeling the dan
ger of this state of affairs, has se
veral times called on the Government

m
The manifesto, moreover, 

expresses in the view that nothing

but good would haye resulted had the 
Entente Governments made 
just and noble war aims. Cert

■ to state publicly its war aims and to 
declare under what general condi
tions peace could be signed. But it 
has always been met with contempt
uous silence-or by the vaguest decla
rations.

The formula, ’Out aims are a just 
and durable peace,* must receive clo-
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but whom are the C.G.T* 

to? Are the war aims of.JF 

ly, England, and all the 
and just ? . Do they beli
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