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There is a matter of some moment, to whith I think it my duty t
attention. I allude to that part of our Constitution establishi
mittee, and the privileges conferred on its members of ing a1 1
Grand Lodge. 1 am persuaded that to the existence of the Grand Comr
may be attributed in some mea: ure, some of the diffteulties under whic We
Iabor. 8 i3 owing to its members bei apparently unlimited, and the facility
with which brethren may become members, and thus, without being called upon
to perform any particular duty, (the Grand Committee beine scarcely ever sum-
mongd together) secure privileges and power equal to those of the Master repre-
senting 60 to 100 men, the District Master representing 200 to 800 men, the
County Master representing 500 or 600 men, and it is feared that it is liable to be
improperly used, as a means of influencing the deliberations of the Grand Lod
I throw out the suggestion, whetler it should be continued in a modifie
or abolished altogether, remarking that there can be no doubt, if the privilege of
being a member of the Grand Lodge were confined to the heads of Lodges, Distyi
and Counties, a greater emulation would exist among the Brethren to quali
themselvas for these offices, and thus a good effect produced ; besides, would not
greater weight be attached to the proceedings of the Grand Lodge itself?

I would remark Brethren, that considerable inconvenience :11'i~u.~:incoxm;qnonm
of County Masters delaying sending in their returns to the Grand Seerctary, and
the payment of dues to the Grand Treasureruntil the meeting of the Grand Lodge,
by which the time of these officers is taken from their ordinary duties in session,
and the business of the Grand Lodge in some measure interrupted,

In conclusion, Companions and Brethren, I charge you fo be steadfast and
your principles, Leét no personal consideration incline you from
the path of duty. Let neither favor nor flattery cause you to swerve from it for an
instant, ov forget your high calling, as the defenders of Protestantism; and let no
private feeling interfere with your public duty. Let your walk and conversation
in life be such as may defy the traducer, and be ye wise and prudent, so that you
may avoid the snares with which we are surrounded, Remember you have g
subtile foe to deal with, and it is thus, alone, we may hope to successfully
bafile her.

You will now proceed with the business before you, and let us fondly hope that
the Great Jehovah will bless our proceedings, for our good and his glory,
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