DIVIDING UP IRELAND
By Robert Hunter.
How ofter one héars the old chest-
“you’'re a Soeialist, En? A So-
a" Oh, ho, you want to divide
up all wealth.”

Protest as you will against that
_statemient the enemy keeps repeating
3 Two ends are achieved by this clev-
" er statement, first, it alarms a great
srany thrifty working men and small
y owners; second, the absurd-
of any attempt to divide up is
evident.

. Besides this statement saves our
statesmen, our editors, our financiers
the trouble of finding out what So-
eialism iy and of honestly combating
it .

" And so they say; ‘‘Divide up wealth
and within a generation there will
exist the same inequality of possesion
_ ghat now exists.” And as that is
~ evidently true it proves the absurdity
of dividing up wealth.

We shall not attempt to answer

this attack by saying that we are
dividing up wealth and giving the
" eapitalist most of it.
Nor shall we answer this attack by
_asking for the name of ONE Social-
ist who has ever advoeated dividing
up wealth.

There is no such Socialist, but euri-
ously enough there are capitalists who
advocate dividing up. This is as-
tonishing, but it is true. The recent
* poliey of England in trying to solve

the Irish land question is an example
~—in point.

The land of Ireland has been. for
many centuries owned by great land
% lords, most of whom prefer to live

. anywhere except in Ireland.

Gross evils have already .arisen as a
_xesult of this private mondpoly in
Jand

After a eentury of ~royal commis-
sions sent out to study the ruin ‘of
the Irish people through land mon-
~eply the English government was
foreed to act. ;
The .people of Ireland are trouble-
, and the English government
: milliohs a year to maintain

enough police to keep the Irish down.

The workhouses are-full, the peo-
ple unproductive and Ireland is in a
state of chronic bankruptey.

It is not therefore as profitable a
dependency as a country of its size
and productivity should be.
~ The English Government at last

realized that if it were to deal suc-
- cessfully with Ireland it must cut
ont the cancer of land monopoly.

It made several feeble attempts to
that end and at last it established
The Estates Commissioners for the
% of buying up the entire land

of gELAND and DIVIDING IT
AMONG THE PEASANTS.

It established 5 Congested Districts
Board to which it gave great com-
pulsory powers.

This Board buys great estates and,
by use of agricultural experts, puts
- them in first rate condition. It then
divides the estates into small parcels
and allots them to Irish peasants.

The cost of buying all the land of

Treland and of dividing it i this
. mamner among the tenents will
amount in the end to about one bil-
lion dollars.
The scheme is to buy the land and
pay the Jandlords cash for it. The
peasants then pay back in small pay-
ments over a period “of from forty-
five to sixty years, the money to the
government.

At the end of that period it is ex-

cted that each p will have a
small farm entirely his own.

Now that is one way to divide up
xcalth.

Of eourse no Socialist ever sug-
‘gested that. The Capitalists thought
Ahat out and put.it into practice.

- It is the exelusive product of the
“brain_of the fpremost English states-

&WWath-

They refuse to establish a eo-oper-
ative method of ‘working the land or
of owning the land and so they DI-
VIDE ' UP the land in order NOT TO
BECOME SOCIALISTS.

It is an interesting examule of capi-
talist statesmanshig

It proves the imsineerity of capital-
ist statesmen when they say that So-
cialists want to divide up wealth.

An intolerable situation existed in
Ireland.  Something had to be done.

Tt was a choiee between dividing up
the land or of socializating the land
and ‘the eapitalists divided up the
land.

And so, dear friends, be wary
what the capitalists say.

They really believe in dividing up
so that they will get the entire out-
fit. !

They believe in solving our soeial
problems in such a way as to make
them worse, if possible, after they are
solved than they were before.

And I fear, dear friends, they fight
Soecialism as a tyranny because they
desire to conceal their own Lyranny,
and they fight Socialism as robbery
to veil their own robbery:

And I fear, I say I fear, they fight
. Socialism as confiseation to- coneeal
what they have confiscated, and. *he:
jeer at dividing up in  order to €on-
ceal the present unequal division.

And when it beeomes neesssary “to
solve”” the land question they love teo
divide up on a pavipg basis so that

of

in the first divigfon they make 2
profit and when they take back the
pareels they divided they make 2

profit on them also.

And-they say, ‘‘Divide up wealth
and ‘within a generation there will ex-
ist the same inequality of possession
as exists now.”’

So T suppose that’s why they
vor, ““dividing up”’
land instead of socializing it.

—e el e

The conviets in the Ohio penitenti-
ary have been granted the eight hour
day. Capitalism makes the class war
penetrate prison walls.

+

Japan's budget for next.year pro-
vides for an inerease in the naval ex-
penditure. The inerease is $40,000, -
000 payable in six years. The Japan-
ese Socialists preach peace and are
jailed while the government prepares
instruments of war.
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It looks as though a new bank wil
be started the beginning of next year.
This is the Weyburn Security Bank,
with headquarters at Weyburn, Sask.
The bank-graft is a juicy one and an-
other institution wants to get the
graft.

“To secure each laborer the whole
product of his labor, or as nearly as
possible, is a worthy objeet of any
good government,” said Abraham
Lineoln in 1847. Now in 1910 Laurier
and his gang are doing their best to
give to the parasites as much as pos-
sible of the product of the toil 6f
wage slaves.

iSOV

Joseph Ainey, Controller of Mont-
real, is going to try- and raise the
pay of the firemen of Montreal. As
long as capitalism is dominant wages
will hang round the bare cost of ex-
istence. It is only through Soecialism
that the workers will get all that is
coming to them. .

The Portuguese revolution was
caused by eapitalism. The councillors
of the king were planning to plaee
heavy additional taxation upom the
commercial companies exploiting the
Portuguese colonies. The capitalists
thereupon engineered the revolution.
The Portuguese republicans will fight
jocialism. For Socialism spells the
downfall of the capitalists who are
vrofiting by the revolution.

R

A juvenile court is established in
Montreal. Capitalism forees children
nto such conditions that they be-
come ¢riminal. The Socialists say,
“remove the causes’which foree chil-
drep into erime.” The ecapitalists
say, ““That is anarchy. Let us take
care of the poor little dears when
they have become criminalized. Let

the land of Tre- |

iwould undoubtedly be a very good

n ﬁ,co.u Trade

MacDougal Hay, B. A, Ottawa.

L wonder if any of your readers are
aecquainted with
of Today,” by the Rt. Hon. T. O
Amold-Forster, M. P. ? If they are.
they will find in it one of the most
glaring expressions of utter selfish-
ness and hardheartedness that it has
ever been my sorrow to meet with
This
about child-labor in the Lameashire
eolton mills, and he takes as his text
the pronouncement of the S. D. F. on
the prohibition of
child to be employed in any trade un-
til 16 years of age; and imprisonment
for employers, parents and guardians
who enfringe this law.”” [ would like
to lay before you the sort of argu-
ment which he produecs in his des
peration against this proposal.

““There are few -thinking people in
this country whe do not in prineiple
at any rate, agree with this view.”” It
seems {o me that
is a weak way of putting it. Every
thipking person must agrée that the
whole thing is absolutely wrong, i
principle and praetice: premature
Bor means premaiure age and prema
ture death- it is
der. And are prin¢iples not
carried into business ? 1 should hate
to work for these “thinking people’
who say, ‘while they are in their Tux
that child-labor is
wrong in principle, tut who, wher
they come down to the factory, sas
that it is right in practice.

“Every person who bas the means
does, as a matter of fact, keep his
children from work as long as pos
sibje. it evident that want of
means and opportunity alone compeil
poorer people to adopt a different
course. Children are not sent to work
at twelve vears of age for their own
good, but because the necessities of
the parents govern the situation.

ort

to b

urious homes,

is

thing if the opportunities of the well
to-do eould be extended to all eMss
es.”” By this he means that he wishes
that every child could have the op
portunities that are at the disposal oi
the rich, and furnishes another proof
of the weakness of his position. How
is it that the children of the rich
have a chance ? As you will see be
low, it 'is beeause the children of the
poor have no chance. It is because
every coat, every book, every Wour of
leisure, every mouthiul of food which
the child of the well-todo in Lan
eashire enjoys depends upon the hor-
rible truth that the children of the
poor have to do without eoat, and
book, ‘and leisure, and food. The
whole wretehed system is earried on
the backs of the poor children. It is
not ““the neecessities of the parents”
that governs the situation, but the
selfishness of the employers. The par-
ents are not free from responsibility,
but the chief blame does not rest up-
on them. The employers do mot re-
ceive these 12-vear old children into
their factories for the childrens’ good,
but for their own profit.

“There must z2lways be exceptions,
but, allowing for, such execeptions,
there is no reason why we should not
look forward to the day when no child
will be employed in any factory or in
any regular monotonous oceupation.”
Here we have the snobbish British
aristoerat of lesser rank posing as
prophet. How grateful ought all chil-
dren in faetories tor be to know that
““some day” they will have a chanee
—when the rich have got enough out
of them, and when all desire for a
chance has been ground out of them.
Yes, thank vou, we ARE looking for-
ward to a day when ‘the well-to-do
shall no longer build their houses
with with the bones of their slaves.

“But, while frankly admitting the
excellence of the Socialist idea in this
particular case, we must still ask
whether, if this ‘boon” were conferred
tomorrow, it would prove much more
acceptable to the people of England
than the other and much more doubt-

COTTON’'S WEEKLY, NOVEMBER 3. 1910

“English Soecialism |

rt. hon. is writing (chap. 9) |

child-labor: *‘no |

" |eotton trade are well aware that that

“lagree in principle” |

in |
la-|

of slow mwur- |

are this very day grinding out their
lives and loves and hopes in mills
and faetories may not see it; but their
!day of freedom is coming. And it will
:pruw  aceeptable to the “‘people” of
| England, though perhaps not to the
employers and the rich.

“It is eurious to note that in this,
as in many other instaneces, men are
tardent Soecialists until Soecialism, to
{use a vulgar expression, ‘comes to
| their owif lane.” The great cotion in-
| dustry of Lanecashire, the wool and
worsted industry. of Yorkshire, and
{many other industries'in a less de-
| gree are at the present time depend-
{ent upon child-labor. It is interest-
ing to observe that as lately as the
| summer of 1907 3 deputation waited
| upon the responsible Minister to urge
upon him the desirability of raising
!Ihv~ age of half-timers from 12 to 13.
:The desirability of the change was
| not denied, but it was not considered
it. . Those
who have any aequaintance with the

| possible to give effect to

lgreat industry, employing as it does
‘-:'v- less than half 3 million persoms,

s conducted upon the most minute
]nur:im of profit and loss. The rate
|book of the eotton trade, in which

{ wages of every kind of work are eal-
| culated out to the tenth of a penny,
painstaking and in
These fine eal
absolutely

[isa miraele
relligent eomputation
| -ulations

are necessary. |
loth employers.and emplovees know

periectly well that the trade is, so to

speak, balanced

on a knife-edge: and
any sudden inerease of cost, whatever

|
{may be its cause, is likely to upset |
{the balanée and turn the hardly-won
‘;m-!it, out of which operators as well
{as employers obtain their livings, in-

lto a loss. Thé fierce competition of

: world, especially of those coun

%'r.'c\ in which child FKabor and long
|Bbars are prevalent, Has to be met,
‘;‘nd the persons principally concerned |
jare only too well aware of the faet,” |
| [ know well that the problem is one

history  shows that
?;’ at have been suceessfully met and
solved: The solution may for a gen-
| “ration ‘cause much suffering, the dis-
{ ‘ocation of great finaneial interests
|and a wide-spread and painful re-ad
{ instment of the. lives and plans both
of emplovers and employees: but - cut
of that travail will be born 2 new ery
for the poor. I deny utterly that
“the fierce competition of the world
must be met.”” There is nothing in
the laws of God or of man to impose
this obligation. I know there was a
time in England when the Druids
claimed that human saerifices were
indispensable for the welfare or sue
eess of the ecommunity: doubtless this
was sineerely believed and faithfully
practised: and the whole world over
tracés more orjess distinet of the
same creed can be found. But who
telieves it now ? And if today every
vestige of the cotton trade, and every J
plant and instrument connected with
it were dropped in the sca, where
then would be this “fierce competi-
tion ¥" How readily we tould do
without cotton even as we now do
without the moon and other inaecces-
sible things ! Suppose every ““well-
to:do person’” in England could have
a gold cup, on eondition that 47,360
children, after a certain allotted
portion of starvation, rags and viee,
should be slaughtered—would it be
worth while ? Would ““fieree competi-
tion” for 3 gold cup then “have to
be met " T guess it is true that this
trade is balaneed on a knife-edbe: and
against the knife-edge are the hearts
of the little ehildren.

“It would be curious and interest-
int to know whether the representa-
tives of the cotton workers im Lan-|
cashire, experienced men, such as Mr.
Shackeston and Mr. Gill, would real-
'y regard the eompulsory adoption of
the Seeialist reform as a3 ‘boan.” It
is probable that they” woul not so
regard it. and that at most they
would look wupon the proposalas an
ideal to—be gimed at, and not as a
change to be imposed on:Laneashire
without delay, and with the full ter-
rors of the erimimal law and the jail
behind it. The moral of all which

out thought and consideration, and
that in this, as in so many matters,
the Socialists have failed to under-
stand the true temper and the real
aspirations of the people on whose

i
1
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{the unemployed.

others just as.”-

France and Germany put together,
and three ‘limes as many as il the
whole of India.” And the Witness in
the same issue says that this premier
position of Britain is due to “iree
trade, the cheapest possible transpor-
tation and production, and the fact
that the channels of her business are
worn deep and smooth.” But in the
Toronto Globe of Jan. 12, 1910, a
special correspondent gives the other
side of the pieture of this same OM-
ham, ‘but 1 have not space to quote
it here. Tamerlane is not the only
tyrant this world has seen building
his pyramid of human skulls; and
Herod is not the only one who has
found the ““fierce competition” of his
business necessitated the slaughter of
the inmocents.

—_— - —

At Brantford, Ont., practically the
entire staff of the John H. Stratiord
Hospital walked out on strike. The
hospital was erowded with sixty-two
typhoid patients and the nurses de
eltaréd they were overworked. The
hospital authorities looked up the
nurses who had graduated from the
hospital and claim that all the places
of the strikers are satisfactorily filled.
This is one of the advantages that

flow from technical education for the |

employers. There is a ready supply
of well trained unemployed on hand
to do scab work. The incident shows
A dirty

up. the ecapitalist system.
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STOP YAWNING

TheS-bList-ale-iu-'-Ito
go forward a little this week.

It did not makeup its mind to go
forward until it saw the very few
offs.

Then it erawled forward sevent:-
eight notches. X
The lazy ihing.

To watch its slow motions »2 the
wpward road is encugh to make -
staffl yawn and go to sleep.

Is it because the slave workers of
Canada have not enough emergy :,
fight for their own freedom that the

lessly 7

Or is it because the slave drivers
bhave used up all the emergy of the
slaves that the exploiters may live
in lusury ?

Or is it the Sub List just yawning
and stretching itseli before givirg the
plites of Canada the allfiredest chas.
they ever had in all their lives ?

I think that it is the latter solu-
tion.

But I d5 wish the Sub List would
not take so long to yawn before it
starts.

Hey ! Sub List. Stop your yawa-
ing and streteh vour legs:

Circulation Statement
Following is the statement of circu-
lation for the issue of October 27th.

city ecreates a typhoid epidemic. Wage
slaves are overworked taking ecare of
the sick, and when they demand bet-
ter conditions of labor, their jobs are

taken by members from the army of |

Sy 3
In the garrison ecities of Madrid,
Bareelona, Seville, and other towns
of Spain, where ““advanced Republi-
cans'’ are numercus, they are dafing-
Iy earrying on a campaign for repub-
licanism among the soldiers. Presi-

|dent Canalejas bad to admit that ag- |

itators are seducing the soldiers

. i' immense difficulty, but the world's ; *™2¥ from-the monarchy. T the -1
§

been |

S. the Appeal to Reason has
carrymg on a t‘.lml’:liz“ among

soldiers. In Germany,

the
the autborit-
ies dared not employ the soldiers in
the recent riots in Berlin, because the
soldiers have been
Socialism.

permeated with |
Ia France an active cam- |

oFr ox  Toma
19 .. 85 .. 4314

25 .. 61 .. 3350

49 32 1190

19 .. 23.. 1178

3 45 28 638

| Saskaichewan .... 22 .. 23.. 371
| Manitoba .. 9 .., 36.. 533
| New Brunswic 6 o.. 188
I lswlieee c..ocoo 3 o 6. 129
! Yukcn Territory .. o o.. 4o
INewfoundland.... o .. 4 i
El‘nnce Ed Isiand 3 .. 1 12
1 — S5 - S
i Total ... 168 276 10,099

— & Gain for week 78
Total issue last week was 10,900

| Our Canadian Provinces are go
in for prison labor. Following t
recent’ investigation showing that
many FTexas conviets died from whip-
pings and cruel treatment on the con-
{ viet farm, the penitentiary board an-

Sub List moseys around so aim- -

paign has been carried on for years |Bounces that the ;_u“ would eleax
to educate the soldiers not to fight. i"l'm'm R I8 Sag Sy - OHNE
In Great Britain the Independent La- jand eotton erops on the convict <

bor Party is condueting an anti-mili- ld'is year- With $350,000 bonds will

tarist campaign. Thus reaction  de-
pends upon an obedient army and
evervwhere the obedience of the wage
slave butehers is being undermined.

—_—

The Toronto Mail and Empire de-
clares that- the Laurier tour through
the west was staged from Ottawa. It
appears that 3 ear was filled with
bunting and mottoes and shipped on
:head to the place where Laurier was
These would be quickly
strung up along the streets. Then

to speak.

Laurier would come along and ‘rovuln'll

declare that he surprised and
deeply touched at the signs of wel-
come that had been prepared for him.
He would meet the same bunting and
mottoes time after time, and they
would always surprise and touch Mm.
In Montreal there was a staged re
ception for him. The torch bearers
were paid. And it is said that the
reception committee thought tweny-
five cents was sufficient to pay the
torch bearers for parading and shout-
ing themselves hoarse for Laurier un-
til the torch bearers struck. When
you read of the big reception Laurier
gels, just remember these incidents.
SR S

The prisons of Minnesota turn out

binder twine and Mackenzie of Mani-

was

‘n.l.a deelares that this is not hurting

This is What the Rev.
Caroline Bartlett Cranee has to say
or this subject. “What are yvou do-
ing with that strong binder twine ?
You are binding burdens grevious

free labor,

and heavy (o be borne upon the baeks |

of worse than widowed women. You
are binding the hands of little chil-
dren to tools of labor in your factor-
ies, when they ought to be in the
schools and publie playgrourds of
your state. You are weaving spares
for the feet of the conviet’s daughter
thrust out unprotected upon the shp-
pery pathway of life;

prison,” .1 am told. Oh, you will
mever cease building new prisons !

be redeemed, all indebtedness for new
hands purchased will be paid and
{still there will be $100,000 surplus.
{ There 3,640 conviets on the
|farms. These statistics make our
{provincial plute govermments jealous.
{If Texas convicts can be made profii-
|able why not“set the Canadian jail
?Irird* at work ? One great thing
|about prison labor that the esploit-
ers like is that the prisomers eamnot
go on strike.

siaadio N

The plute papers are aeclaring tha:
the prisoners of Canada are just ach-
ing to get to work to make profits
for the labor skimmers. Dr. R. F.
Quinton, late medieal .officer of Holl-
oway prison, England, has writter o
book in which he declares that tk-
prisoners frequently maimed them-
selves in order. that. they would
unfit for work. . This. effectually d
poses of the plute " arguments that
the prisoners want work. It is te:
master class who want the profits.
Therefore the henchmen of the mas
ter class declare that the prisoners
want work.

are

pr o

Courtenay Bay, N. B., is being pre-
pared for the terminus of the Grand
Trunk Pacific. Capitalism is getting
a stronger bold in N. B. and the So
cialist revolt is al<6 growing. For
capitalisn means slavery top . tle
workers and the workers mingt
mecessity revolt.

That there are 12,000 taberculosis
prisoners in the state, federal and K
eal prisons and jails of the United
{States. with less than twenty-five
ispecial institutions and bardly 500
beds for their treatment, are some
of the charges made by the Nationa!
Association for the Study and Pre-
vention of Tuberculosis.

[ —

The United States Steel Corpora-
tion for the first six months of the
present year had a met imcome over

>
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