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to work to fix it. Taking a email saw, two files meant. As she stepped upon the stairs, there 
and a hammer, he went at the difficulty, and soon I was a wild yell a great smash, and the corri 
had the door in repair. When through, be placed, dor door was taken off its hinges. As after 
the tools on a stool in the ball, and went about bis wards ascertained, the rascals bad used the 
work, leaving them there. ♦ tools with such vigor that lhe binges of lh‘

Near the middle of (be afternoon, having seen door had been almost filed off, and any other
.1 : : ... man that grandfather must have noticed thethat everything was quiet with the prisoners, Jo- work •

.Mb laid down for .nap, telling hi. wife to take Well. Ihe whole twelve came bonnding"intc 

an occasional look into the hall. Left to myself, I the hall, having secured my grandfather in, 
wandered into the ball, and boylike, began using cell feeling confident that they had only to 
the tools. The attention of the prisoners was force the front door to make their escape.__ 
a >on attracted, and a voice called me to the door. Prudence stood on the stairs in plain view of 

••Bub, do you want a whole pound of candy?" the villains, and they yelled again as they saw

cell to cell, dropped in the padlocks, then open- 
ed the one which Josiah occupied, and he 
talked out Uis face was as white as the 
paper I writs on. and be looked at her in such 
a vacant way that one would have thought be 
was crazy or dreaming But he was only 
amazed. He had heard all, realized all, and 
could not comprehend it.

Jokiab, lock those doors, and then go and 
get Coroner Martin, commanded Prudence, 
turning to go out. Toll him also to bring Mr. 
Dakin the undertaker

The woman then sat down in a chair, told 
her story to the astonished crowd which soon 
came in, and went through the whole exciter 
ment without a flinch. When all was over, 
she went into the sitting ro m, had a fit of hys- 
•tries as a recreation.and in half an hour was 
around getting the dinner ready She bad no 
care for the laudations of the public.

The Barnabys came of a fighting stock, was 
her reply Some starved at Valley Forge, 
-ome fell at Bunker Hill, one fought under 
Paul Jones, and the blood hasn’t turned to wa
ter yet !

Pooh ! pooh I replied my grandfather, when 
badgered because he bad no hand in the vice 
tory. Prudence is good for any twelve rascals 
in the county when she has a fair chance, and 
I knew it!

Each one of the kil rd was shot dead. Wild- 
Cat Jim through the heart, and the other two 
in th - forehead. Grandfather wanted to re
sign hi- position at once, but the wi*e would, 
not listen to it, and he (she) was sheriff until 
the politicians succeeded in doing what the 
dare devil prisoners could not do

iron door led out into a large ball, which was also 
a reception-room. Stairs led from this ball to the 
second story, there was an office at one end, a 
waste-room at the other, and then a small hall led 
into the wing. The door of this little ball was 
very heavy and stout, and was always kept locked. 
All the water, provisions, and so forth, were 
brought in from the wing through this door. Taken 
altogether, the jail was a strong une, and grand- 
mother and Granger bad their own way about con- 

ducting it.
The building held two or three prisoners only 

'when my grandfather took possession, but about 
a month after that event, eleven of the ground 
e-lis were occupied by as desperate a set of men 
as ever looked through the grates. Three were 
there on charge of murder, four for highway rob- 
bary, and the other four were professional horse- 
thieves. All were waiting for the session ol court, 

Iwlich would result iu their being sent to a stronger 
prison.

One day, while gran father was wondering who 
the twelfth man would be, lie came in. What bis 
real name was no one knew. He was known all 
o er the State as "Wild-Cat Jim.* and was the 

( most dating, reckless, hardened criminal that ever

Bortry. /

SERENADE.

Bleep sweet, beloved one, sleep sw eet 1
Without here night is growing;

The dead leaf falls, the dark boughs meet, 
And a chill wind is blowing.

St range shapes are stirring in the night 
To the deep breezes' wailing.

And slow, with wistful gleams of light, 
The storm-tossed moon is sailing.

Sleep sweet, beloved one, sleep sweet !
Fold thy white hands, my blossom !

Thy warm limbs in thy lily sheet, 
Thy hands upon thy bosom.

Though evil thoughts may walk the dark,
Not oue shall near thy chamber, 

But dreams divine shall pause to mark
Singing to lutes of amber.
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Hold on, there ! she shouted, bringing the 

rifle to her shoulder as a sportsman does when
,about to make an off hand aliot. The first 

man who comes a step nearer will g-t a bullet 
in his heart !

Tall, fierce looking, and armed with a dead 
ly weapon, the woman must have seemed like 
a determined obstacle in (he way of escape, 
for the rascals halted in an instant. Still keeps 
ing the gun leve led al the crowd, and never 
of ce looking at me, my grandmother whisper 
ed:

Frank, go down to the sitting room, and 
bring me up that big revolver You'll find it 
io the bottom drawer of the bureau. Be sure 
and get the big one, and run for your life!

The brave woman, while looking the des 
peradoes in the face, and expecting a rush 
every moment, had noticed that ihe percussion 
cap had dropped from the nipple, and she was 
yet col enough to whi-per what sh • did,

1 ran with all my might, jerked open Ihe 
drawer, laid hold of the ‘Colt,’ which was a six

inquired Jim, smiling, and trying to look sweet.
Of course I did ; whoever saw a boy that didn’t ? 

I had ent rely forgotten the oft-repeated warning 
not to talk with the prisoners, and leaned against 
the door, in hopes to see the candy.

Wellsonny, continued Jim, if you will be a 
good boy, you shall have all the candy you can 
carry. You see, you are too small a boy to have 
those tools, and if your grandfather knew of it, be 
would whin you to death. Just band them to the 
through the door, and then he wont know that you, 
bave been dulling them. And beside, I’ll go down 
town to-morrow aod get you all the candy you can

Sleep sweet, beloved one, sleep sweet !
Though, on the bosom creeping,

Ged’s hand is laid to feel the beat
Of thy soft heart in sleeping.

The brother angele, Sleep and Death, 
Stoop by thy couch and eye thee;

And Sleep stoops down to drink thy breath, 
While Death goes softly by thee !

LITERATURE.
WILD-CAT JIM :

Or, How my Grandmother Suppressed an
Insurrection.

big puff. eat.cut red the State, which is 
He was suspected of half a

giving him
I hesitated for a time, but, convinced that my 

grandfather woud scold, if not whip, and being 
bribed by the candy bait, I passed in the tools. 1 
yet remember how the prisoners crowded around 
Jim, shook hands, laughed and danced, but I did 
not then see any occasion for their demonstrations.

Now, bub. said Jim, returning to the door, you 
have completely spoiled these tools, and your

dozen murders, he had
been in prison for highway robbery, he confessed 
to having stolen upwards of thirty horses, and 
there was a county and State reward on Lis head
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when arrested. He was brought in by four men, 
and they had him roped and chained until there 
was no chance for him to move a limb. They car- 
ried him in from the waggon, laid him down in 
the corridor, and after untying him, forced him in
to a cell at the mozzle of a revolver.

"There’s Wild-Cat Jim I" was shouted by half a 
dozen men as they heard the sound of his voice; 
• d Jim laughed loud and long.

“Ha! ba ! ha!" be roared, slapping his legs as 
if well pleased. "I’ll stay and lake two or three 
meals with you, rest up a bit, and then I’ll walk 
out of your confounded shanty !"

shooter, and in a moment was back again 1 
came just in time. The gang had recovered 
f. om their surprise, and having but little fear 
of the rifle (in the lands of a faint away fe 

b -arted relatives, bu. Jin’s words really frighten- mule, they thought.) they made : rush for the ‘- . Stairs just as I handed grand mother the weap- 
on. Click ! clik ! went the hammer, there

THE TRAVELLER’S ALPHABET.-The play, 
era sit in a circle, or round a table. The first 
ore starts by saying to his left-hand neighbor, 
"I th going to America," or any other place 
commencing with A. The one so addressed 
will turn to hie or her left-hand neighbor, and 
ask, “What will you go there?" The reply 
must come prompt from the third one, “Ask 
for apples,” or any bing commencing with A. 
In every instance the verbs and nouns must 
commence with the letter the traveller is jour
neying to ; lor instance ; I am gning to Bath. 
What will you do there ? Bath- b-by. I am 
going to China. What will you do there?— 
C op Chine. I am going to Dover What 
wilyou do there? Dive d-ep. And so on 
throughout the alphabet Should a player 
hesitate while fire be counted, a forfeit is the 
result ; also if any mistake it made in follow- 
ing with the right letter.

grandfather will skin you and hang your hide on
the fence, if he finds it out. If be asks you where 
they went to. tell him you don’t know.

I never bad cause to fear either of my kind
I shall not attempt to deny the fact that my 

grandmother, Prudence Hascall, ‘wore the 
breeches" over my grandfather, who answered to 
the name of Josiah. Hie was short, fleshy, good- 
Dilured, lazy, and could only be aroused by some 
sensational event. My grandmother, on the con- 
trary, was tall, spare, always scolding, active, and 
b id the ambition of a politician.

Twenty years ago. when almost every New 
England family had a turn of "Western fever,” 
she looked across the dinner-table at Josiah Otic 
day, and commanded :

"Josiah, sell the farm, and we will remove to

Just what grandfather said in reply I do not 
know, but in two weeks be bad sold the farm, dis 
posed of bis personal property, shaken bands ah 
around, and man and wife were ou their way to 
the West.

"Jo-iah, buy this Louse and four acres of land,” 
commanded Prudence, as the couple halted at th» 
county seat of a new county in the northern pari 
of the State.

Again 1 do not know what grandfather replied, 
but be made the purchase. Grandmother intend
ed, ultimately, to command grandfather to pur 
chase a farm, but she saw a speculation in buy ing 
this property, and beside, knew that nothing 
would be lost in waiting to look around a little.

“Josiah, take ihe nomination for sheriff,” com- 
manded Prudence, when a delegation waited upon 
grandfather one day, a few months alter his arri
val, and informed him that be bad been selected 
as their party candidate for the office name d.

Now, my grandfather was just the wrong man 
to make a good sheriff, especially io that wild dis- 
trict, the Lome of horse-thieves, counterfeiters, 
highway men and murderers, and be knew Lis fail- 
ings. But, when Prudence commanded, it was J •

rd me Hle made further promises about the can-
ly, and 1 finally went away to the sitting room, 
determined to tell grandfather a lie if he asked me

was a yell, a report, and the man who was 
one third the way up the stairs went rolling 
down, killed deed by a bullet through his 
bead. 6

about the articles.
But he did not ask. He Went about his duties

after his nap without once thinking of the tools, so * As the smoke lifted, I caught a glimpse of 
o course I did not broach the subject. Granger grandmother s face, and it frightened me more 
did not return at night, as intended, but word came than the yells and th- shooting, f 

from him that it would take another day to con
clude his business.

He really what he said, but John Gran-
zer bad contrary ideas on the subject of bis walk- 
ig out Ile knew the man, realized what a des
perate villain be was, and proposed to keep an 
eye on him.

The next day after Wild-Cat Jim came in, I ar-

Her eyes 
were blazing, her teeth shut hard, her hair 
down, blood oozing from her mouth, coming 
from her bitten lips, and 1 never since have

rived at the jail, to pay my relatives a visit. My As you will be alone all night, the note read, seen such a sight.
parents were living in a town about a dozen miles 
away, and I had permission to remain as long as

let me warn you again to look out for Wild Cat | Go back ! Go hack to your cells this mo- 
Jim Ho will take this opportunity to make ment ! she shouted, descending a step or two. 
you trouble, and aiming the revolver at the h-ad of the

Pooh ! pooh! replied my grandfather as he nearest man.
might suit me. I was then about nine years 
and did not know, and could not be made to :

old, 
fully An INGENIOUS DEFENCE —In the police 

court at Chicago, a lew weeks since, a wife 
thus ingeniously explained away serious char, 
ges of harsh treatment of her poor husband : 
"Oue day when she was running across the 
room with a fork in her hand, be jumped in 
the way and struck hie wrist against the fork, 
wrenching it from her by the prongs, which he 
ran into his wrist. Then he endeavored to 
a rike her but she held up a pan of hot dish- 
water between them, and he spilled it all over 
his head. 1 bed he got still more angiy at this 
accident, and started to jump at her, but his 
head came against her hand, and he fell down. 
She took hold of hie hair to raise him up, and 
the hair was so moistened by the water that 
it came off Then she saw it was no gee to 
reason with Liam any longer, so she left the 
house.”

read the note ; Granger is a 
cer but he is a regular old

very se’ive offi. The gang fell back, back until they were 
woman with hie half way down the hall, and then they stopped, 
snu tranlla .;.i. Wild-Cat Jim had given the word, and they 

were going to try it again
See here, old woman, shouted Jim, raising 

his fist at h-r. we'll murder you for this! We 
didn’t want to hurt you. but now we’ll roast

• iderstand the character of the prisoners in the
cells. While I was allowed full liberty to roam 
a out the building alone, even to going down to 
the main hall, 1 was cautioned by both grand- 
mother and Granger not to hold any conversation 
with the prisoners, much less to pass any article to 
them through the grated door.

It was Granger’s habit to allow the pri-oners 
the freedom of their corridor during the day, the 
men walking up and down reading novels, play- 
ing cards, and passing the time as they liked best. 
There was but one small window in the- corridor, 
the walls were very massive, the door firm, and 
there was no danger. Wild-Cat Jim was not al
lowed to leave bis cell at first. Granger knowing 
that he would attempt to take some advantage of 
the favor. But, after a week had passed away 
without sign that the villain had a hope of leaving 
the place, hie appeals were listened to by my grand 
fther, who persuaded Granger into throwing open 
the cell door.

whim.". 1 guess I shan’t have any trouble with
Jim.

And the guess 
usually were.

was correct es Lis guesses

The night wore away without any distur 
banco to create alarm. Jo ish had taken the you alive on the stove
pains to see that the locks, doors and bars were She was on the middle stair, and I at the 

soundly as a soldier. Lead Without moving her head or betray 
Each man had been locked in his cell, and the ing the least emotion in her voice, she whis- 
corridor door was a mountain in the path of

.Il right, and he fl-pt as

pered to me once more:
Frank, if the men get me, do you shut and 

lock the door, run in to the sitting room, lock 
(hat door, and then run into the street and tell 
the men that the prisoners are loose. If you 
dn’t do tilia they will kill you!

any attempted -scape.
Josiah, said Prudence, as we were seated at 

breakfast, did you hear any noi-e during the 
night?

Not so much as the wigh of a mouse, replied 
Josiah. I was a remtkably soli night.

W. II, Jo-ial, con laued my grandmother, I 
heard noi-es, and plenty of them. There was 
some deviltry going on among the prisoners. 
I heard a grating sound, as if they were filing 
off bars. I want to go down with you and see

Ihe gang were shouting and shaking their 
fists, furious at being foiled by a woman, and 
then in a mome nt every eye was stilled. They 
were going to ru-h.

Come on, boys ! Don’t spare her ! shouted 
Wild Cat Jim, and they rushed. They reach 
ed the stairs, came bounding up, and then there

A NEW REVEAL ING —A little girl had 
seen her brother playing with his burning 
glass, and heard him talk about the ‘focus.’ 
Not knowing what th, word ‘focus’ m-ant, 
she consulted the dictionary and found Chat 
the focus was ‘the place where the rays meet." 
At dinner, when the family were assembled, 
she announced, has grandan could be’ that she 
knew tae meaning of one bard word. Her 
fath r asked her what it was She saidit was 
the word ‘focus.’

‘Well, Mary,’ said he, ‘what does that 
mean ?

‘Why,' she replied, 4 means a place where 
raise calves.

This, of rouse, raised a great laugh. But 
she stuck to her point, and produced her die. 
tionary to prove that she was right.

‘There, said she, triumphantly. ‘Focus’- 
a place where the rays meat. Calves are 
meat, and it they raise meat they raise calves. 
Aod 80 1 am right, ain’t I, father ?′

siahs’s duty to obey, and a week afterwards be had I "ile may not fa, so bad as people make out,” 
been duly elected county sheriff. remarked Josiah, who always pitted where others

There was some dignity attached to the post- y condemned. "And if be is a. desperate a devil as 
tion, the salary was fair, the jailor had his rent you say he is, I do not see how he can do any mis- 
•nd fuel gratis, and the duties were not so labori-

what it wa-.
My grandfather made no objections, know. was a report, followed by another, and then 

alter the decision. 80 every hing was still again —everything excepting that words could not
after breakfast we passed through into the the sickening bump I bump ! of two dead bod 
main ball. Just as Josiah was about to open " - *-
the corridor door, there was a loud shouting 

a cell

ies as they f II from step to step
. „ The smoke cleared off after a moment, and
from H female occupying . cell up stairs, and I saw three dead bodies at the foot of the 
Prudence went up to learn the cause. She stairs, and the blanched faces of the nine de. 
was hardly out ol sight wl....Josiah opened peradoes half way down the hall. My grand 
the door and went in. I saw him feeling about mother had only been acting on the defence as 
his person heard him say "P-haw ?" but did y-t; she now prepared to become the attack 
not then know that he had forgotten bis revol. ing party. Walking slowly down the stairs, 
ver While I remained by the door, he went her eye, looking like blazing coals, her lips 
down to cell No. 12, unlocked the padlock, but covered with blood and foam, and the smoking 
left it in the staple. He th-n came along back, revolver held ready lor use, she stepped over 
serving each door in the same way. This was the bodies, advanced to "within fire feet of the 
one of Granger s ideas, he letting out the on nearest men, and said, her voice sounding like 
cupant of cell No. I, and making him let out' a sharp hiss:
ihe real. Before the second man was out, the ... 
turn key would be outside the ball door. Well, 1 Get back, dogs I Get beek into the ,'7" Josiah pulled out the padlock from the staple dor! The men who stands here, after I have
CM I .1 1 1. I, counted ten will become a corpse,of No. I, threw open the door and the next I. . c:. Tmoment was knocked clear across the corridor. : I did not faint away, but 1 came very near 

while all the pri-oners set up a yelling and it. Clutching the railing for support. I was so 
shouting. Had grandfather Leva armed Be blind for a moment that I couldquot „e th.

would have been all right, as the prisoner wait -

chief."
Therefore, Jim’s cell door was unlocked, and heous aaJarm work. My grandmother had thought 

these things all over, and had planned just Low 
everything should be carried out. She knew that 
her husband was too good-natured to prosecute a 
thief, too lazy to catch one, and so, one day, after 
moving into new quarters, she coolly remarked :

"Josiah, appoint John Granger your first de- 
puty, and also make him assistant jailor.”

Two hours after the appointment b d been 
made, the deputy was in possession of his office. 
Granger was almost a giant in height and weight, 
was as brave as a lion, bad been deputy under the 
previous administration, and had the name of be
ing the best thief-catcher in the county. My| 
grandmother knew that grandfather could only 
bold the position in name, for reasons before given, 
and she had wisely selected Granger, who was a 
single man, and could, therefore, become an in- 
■ate of the family.

The jail was about the only stone building in 
the county, and it was a good one. The Board of 
Supervisors had felt the need of some strong place 
in which to confine the desperate characters ho
vering around Palmyra, and had accordingly been 

o liberal with the county funds. It was a two story 
structure, with a wing for the jailors family. Ihe 
second story for females and boys, and thirteen 
stout cells on the ground floor. These cells were

was allowed to mingle with the rest. As grand
father said nothing in opposition, Granger insisted 
t lat the villain should continue to wear bis sha- 
ekles, which were of course something of a safe
guard against bis escaping. He seemed to have no 
care whether the shackles were on or off, having 
assumed the role of a penitent, declaring bis in- 
tension to reform.

“Look out for that man, John Granger !" cau
tioned my grandmother, as she looked through the 
door and caught a glance from the desperado.

The man had been in jail about ten days, and 
his conduct so far had been all that could be de- 
sired. Granger believed that he was plotting mis 
ohief; grandfather thought him a much abused 
man, and grandmother gave no opinion. Une Mon
day morning it became necessary for Granger to 
make a days journey into another county, and this 
would leave no one but my two relatives as a

"That is the sweetest belle in the city,” said 
Fine ear, as the vibrations reached his ear 
from a neighboring church tower. A pretty 
girl who was passing acknowledged the com- 
pliment with • blush and a languishing smile, 
while she murmured, “He is very bold in hie 
compliments for a stranger; but it is nice to 
be appreciated." Fine-ear doe-n’t know to 
this day why he received so melting a smile 
from that pretty young lady.

figures in the hall, but I could hear the clear 
voice of grandmother crying out :

One—t *o—three —four —
She did not count further. The pale faces 

grew paler, the villains trembled, and they ell 
rushed for the corridor at once. Grandmoth- 
er followed them to the door, saw that her bus 
band had been locked up. and she command
ed :

ed io open the next cell before further at tick 
ile then leaped upon grandfather, held him 
down, and the oth r man sad from cell to cell 
to throw off the padlocks.

Shut the door and lock it, Frank ! shouted 
Josiah, as he saw that an insurrection was to 
occur ; and then run and tell grandmother.

I obeyed him. though terribly frightened, 
and then hastened up stairs, meeting grand-

guard. My grandfather was cautioned to look 
out, as the prisoners might a’tempt an insurrec- 
lion and an escapade ; and, for a wonder, he gave 
the warning attention. He had two revolvers and

of the revolvers be put into his pocket, and the 
other arms were left in the sitting room.

During the forenoon it was discovered that the

A confirmed old toper soliloquizes : «They 
any whisk-y i, a curse. And they say brandy 
'* a curse. And they say tobacco is another, eurse. Well, 1 wish all those eurses would 
come home to roo-t, and roost low, at that, so 

_______ . r______ as I could pull em’ * "-
Prudence then west from ’em.”

Each man of you enter your cell and shut 
the door ! I give you just one minute to obey.

In less than thirty seconds every prisoner 
was in his cell, =

mother ot the head, carrying one of the rifles, 
door was out of order, and grandfather set She heard the struggle, and know just what it down whenever I wantedall a row, with a ten foot corridor in Iront. Ancorrider
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