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DECLARATION OF FAITH. 71

standard to be prejudicial to the cause of truth, and to that
confidence between man and man, the maintenance of which
is indispensable to our mutual well being. This command, in
our persuasion, applies not to profane swearing only, but to
Judicial oaths also. It abrogates any previous permission to
the contrary, and is, for the Christian, absolutely conclusive,

THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK.

While the remembrance of our Creator ought to be, at
all times, present with the Christian, we would express our
thankfulness to our Heavenly Father that He has been pleased
to honor the setting apart of one day in seven for the pur-
poses of holy rest, religious duties, and public worship ; and
we desire that all under our name may avail themselves of
this great privilege as those who are called to be risen with
Christ, and to seek those things that are above, where He
sitteth at the right hand of God.! May the release thus
granted from other occupations be diligently improved. On
this day of the week especially ought the household of Friends
to be assembled for the reading of the Scriptures, and for
waiting upon the Lord ; and we trust that, in a Christianly
wise economy of our time and strength, the engagements of
the day may be so ordered as not to frustrate the gracious
provision thus made for us by our Heavenly Father, or to shut
out the opportunity either for public worship, or for private
retirement and devotional reading.

In presenting this declaration of our Christian faith, we
desire that all our members may be afresh encourage |, in
humility and devotedness, to renewed faithfulness in fulfilling
their part in the great mission of the Church, and through
the Church to the world around us, in the name of our Cruci-
fied Redeemer. Life from Christ, life ¢n Christ, must ever be
the basis of life for Christ. For this we have been created

and redeemed, an., by this alone, can the longings of our im-
mortal souls be satisfied.

1. Colossians iii, 1,
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