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RGARET LILIS HART  adjust themselves to the. great issues
 attitude toward re. amongst which we all live, move and
ng 18 of many phases, yet have our being. Je
‘one remembers that the The girls of the couniry and even
of her nature make for YOUDg Wives secm aa & rule to have
the preservation of- life, it accepted the situation with an alert-,
goceded that she is on the ness and entire abnegation of self,
izant of the duty of the that in the mind of “the observer,
great crists of theworld's' covers them with” glory, an
i the other and stronger their appreciation
'make up & ocountry’s ation and their enthuslasm have
_ strong, though perhaps oftentimes un-
congider that in Canads recbgnized levers in. turning the men
e0 ‘per cent. of the PoPu- in the direction in which = duty les
“country has enlisted It there seems to be little doubt.
credit at least an equal  n confirmation of the statement
nen with having ‘d0Ne ° ¢hat where the men are at the front
the very first moment or other military duty, the women of
portended thdt the their familles are also doing public
of Mars was In /the gervice along similar lines, our own
‘ “bit” of the Women cyy of Toronto may gerve as an illus-
L B “g.-:’tg“‘ car- yration. It we take the Wom
Ve ;mth ”"3 Patriotic League, with headquarters
EEr . "m"‘"“'n” o 8t 6060 Sherbourns strset, the activi-
which ‘i a“rmted]wom\i ties of which are now known by
the million columns in ook~ thousands on both sides of the At-
£ ; lantic; we can find quite sufficlent to
g, in the giving up of almost . o our point. 5
W t:::k.in m m The- president of the organization.
s it of all kinds of enter- Mrs. Willoughby Cummings, who pre-
. in assistance at recruiting sided at the ﬂr'lt\xen‘enl meeting held
= e in other ways too eny on-that rainy morning at the City
e A Hall, when the T.W.P.L. was launched
and who has since been a tireless
worker, has a ®on-in-law at ths
¢ront. Mrs. McKenzle Alexander

- on Recruiting

 the
actual recruiting, obser-. L. ynown figure inpatriotic circies, -

;gwen.h::e' been gi?m”ti?.‘ :::. ‘has one son a prisoner in Gerany
4 force in influencing the men of and another just leaving for.service
: w to ‘enlist. The homes in the aviation corps. Then there is
' ' % Mrs. H. D. Warren, whose example is

¢h the women are conspicuou
¢ thelr work along muz llne': so sublime as to be almost sacred from
y public comment were it not to encour-

‘many instances the homes from §
age and give emylation to others, This

e men have enlisted. The at- .
ere which inspires the man to lagy continued ' her patriotic work
' his part is the same atmosphere along many lines, ~not neglecting it
t tells the girls and women to g0 for one moment, even when learning of
the death of her son at a time when

bt and assist in the patriotic 'move-
that need their help. On the many & mother would have felt jus-
she

hand there are women, thous- tifled in indulging the grief which

of them. who, have not yet All too surely felt, Mrs. Featherston-

e ket to the dire necessity, not haugh, whose bright face is known at’
b speak of duty, that exists for many patriotic gatherings, and who is
woman filling her place by being & ceaseless worker, has a son on ac-
of the plece of mechanism which tive service; so, too, has Mrs. McLen-*

| working ‘about us on every hand for nan and Mrs. Boddy, both ‘connected
putpose of bringing victory to with the league. Mrs. Frank Ball,

tened

Ahose who are fighting in the cause of whose only son is with the colors; ‘Mrs,

the tireless voluntary
at 559  Sherbourne

r  those men who seeing their duty, street, has a nephew “somewhere in
se to fulfil its obligations, and the France,” or on other posts of duty.

e m almost every instance have (Si.]¢ With.BrOthch

to -excuse them which is ¢
Doing Their Duty

sifishness, but rather a strength
fection which refuses to give its A striking instance of how the girls,
those many of them quite young, are doing

manity and justice. In this respect Stearns Hicks,

to expose to danger

: "’r 1?: olzi:ctl of their maternal their part, was accidentally illustrated
e are for the most st o patriotic bazaar given lately. The

the older and more conservative gaffair was being conducted by the
pen, those who live almost en- girls of the Rosary Hall, Guild, and
Sy within .thelr homes, whose men- among their ways of entertaining their
outlook Is confined within hard- guests and adding to their coffers was

d walls, impervious to fresh im- a puppet “kaiser,” at which a chance
'lonl and whose ideas refuse to might be taken in éxchange for a five-

cent plece. A young girl had the toy
firearm in her ‘hand | proved SO
skilful that in o geries of shots the
head aropped into the ulot‘n:a.kfnt a
«pull’s -eye” for the markswonian:
Someone near
> to shoot the Germang:” Quick as 2
flash the girl turned, the mimic gun
still poised at her ghoulder, and from
her lips came the proud statement:
front,” and

but the fact that she ‘herself was not
‘among the brothers of the family pre-
vented the number of representatives
at the front from peing four. - This
< was bright Bugenie Defoe, a popular

figure in social gatherings of Toronto.

 Nearby stood another young girl, ap~

gixteen or se-

venteen years . nit-

ting a sock with the skill
requires no sight _ to
the dexterous fingers. “For whom are
you knitting. the socks?” she was
asked. :

wphese are for my brothers,”’ came
the quick response, while ' the, needles
still continued their tagk. “They’re in
‘England and wo heard this morning
{hey are to start for France.”

“You girls who have brothers at the

said, laughingly: “Yowd -

guide -

front ere grand and we are all proud

you,” she was told, apd in the in-
tensity of the way in which she
vlewed the matter little Miss Do-
haney sald, “Yes, and I'm proud to
have them. Why, I'd kill them if they'
dtdn’t go.” ; :

Finding two girls who had five
brothers between them risking thelr
ijves while others, thousands of thom,
who had just the same obligations,
were dallying their time at home, the
thought oscurred to look about and
see if these were isolated cases. But
cne Gad only to turn to realize that
several others might be placed in the
same’ laudable category, Over at one
of the booths was Marie Heamn, whose
brother had been one of the very first
to voluriteer. At another stall were the
Misses Kate and Evelyn O’'Donoghihue
with one brother in England and an-
other.in khaki in Toronto waiting the
call t6 duty. At another point was
Mrs, W. A. Kavanagh, whose nephew,
a son of Judge O'Reilly of Cornwall,
{s now overseas, and near her again
was Miss Marie Macdonnell, whose
brother, Lt.-Col. Macdonnel], besides
nephews and cousins, six in 211, are
all off making the supreme sacrifice
for the preservation of all that the
world holds sacred.

There may have been other instan-
ces which niight be quoted in the
gathering but from what has been sald
of this and cf the Women's Patriotic
League is sufficient to show that
patriotic sentiment pervades certain
homes, while from others it seems en-
tirely ahsent.

In sﬁea.kivnc or writing on the war
and on recrqlting in particular, one

e

e e

First “Front” Impressions

of our men was bombed by a rifle
grenade and cut about a bit, and an
officer in the ——'s was sniped thru
the heart, These are the only casual-
ties up to date. These are the most
splendidly made ‘and comfortable
trenches—about the best in France.
Things were remarkably quiet until we
took them over. I believe a gun
went off in the night everyone would
wake up and say, “My God, what was
that?” But we have livened things up
a bit and are beginning to “gtrafe” all
round now. The most unpleasant
things the Allemand favors us with
are the Minenwerfer, which are com-
monly called “Minntes,” a sort of
aerial torpedo. Their effect is terrible,
the noise being positively deafening.

We came out of the firing line yes-
terday and are in the village. 1 have
pharge of working parties all day. We
go out about 8.80, and improve a series
of new supporting trenches about 600
yards from the Huns, and just behind
the front line, 1 stroll up and down
the top of thLe trench and play the
wgeffer.” . They dropped shells about
106 yards away from us this afternoon,
which was gquite a little
We also had a magnificent “hate.” 'A
little later our fleld guns and howit-
zers showered shells on them, and the
mwaghine guns gave them a £ -do-
ing. ! ;

i was watching one of our aero-
planes being _shelled by  the Boches
the other day—little pufts of smoke
appearing suddenly in the sky, and
tl.en some moments later the “ba
—fascinating to witness.

Moving Quarters

Oct, 26 —A German
snd gave himself up
He was so wretchedly miserable
his own crowd; he sald they were only
having one biscuit per man per day,
. . . On Monday night, with the de
lightful suddenness of the army, which
always tries to surprise you, we
that we were to move out of
lage at 6 ac emma (as the signalers
gay), and we would consequently rise
at 3.45 ac emma, This was at 7 (
emma), just before dinner, and it quite
spollt our meal, We siept that night

following paragraphs are ex-

ct from the letters of a young Sub-
h and are interesting as first im-
Hons of the fighting line and as
of the spirit with which the
:Brmsh army approaches its

A

A°T. 23—I am in a house in a vil-
nl:fe about 400 yards behind the
ng line, attached to “A” com-

Of the —— Territorials. 'We have
4n the front line trenches for in-
Hons for four days, and now we
ick in the village, or rather what
hes have left of the village. It
ordinarily interesting in the

We came into the trenches
Imagine the same as we

ed—a dark, cloudy ' night,

: clouds constantly blown
&nd obscuring the pale moon; a

fi§ road across a loneily expanse

. ered grasses and waste lands,
Wed*black pine ‘trees all along the
ﬂttﬁ_le road, and the sound of
ing growing ever closer and

1 was trudging along, groan-

the burden of all my worldly

: -and taking in the scene avidly,
) 03 &l: impressions, and I re-
: men, “Well, we're get~
Wﬂ‘ t!g:w. eh?” They said, “Yes,
'h‘;.b‘"mm \.1:"1::.& Shall we get it

G”S Into the Trenches

e %aml‘ into the troncnis avd

ot e, R topping set of

Phone {n .most cheery. They had a
e the mess dug-out, on which
;'h":: out rag-time, drank w. and
Moked of time in France,- and

soldier came in
1 the other day,
g ! In fact, we had a
‘*ing. There is not much
€ and about here; intermittent
c. W, Aartillery work, but nothing
We 'liave the upper hand most
l“ﬁ do most of the “straf-
a5 8tand to at 5,15 in the even-
> 8 &4, also, I have never seen
Yot. They can only be ob-

4 8 telescope from the

00d abo The Boche trenches are
ut 200 yards away. One

v,
”"ﬂl

diversion. -spent most of my

the vil- ¥

pip just by

ir the cellar, as we had to move our
quarters to another house. So we slept
in our cellar, as being the warmest
place, for there was not a door Jr a
window in the place. We had a stove
going, and it was a gorgeous ‘fug,”
¢nly terribly smoky.

At 3.45 we rose to find a steady
downpour of rain. We got together
and staggered forth into the elements,
formed up and marched off in the
soaking wet in ¢half platoons at in-
tervals of 300 yards, to avoid being
wiped out if the mild and kindly Huns
chose to fnaytuuy shell the road. As
it was still dark, we had to have con-
necting filles out, and so we ploughed
on thru mud ankle deep over muddy
fields, and wading thru mud, with the
rain lashing down. AslI trudged along
1 said to my self, “I am sleepy, cold,
lousy, wet; my pack is heavy, and I
have appalling pains in my ‘tummy’
thru eating too much toffee over-
night;” and then I saw the humor of
it, and began to shriek with laughter.
We had breakfast at eight o’clock at
a village on the way, billeted at an-
other for the night in tents where I
: time covering myself
with insect "powder, trying to keep
warm, and scratching. The next day
we marched 15 miles: in the dry
(praise be!), and billeted at a most
juxurious place, where we had elec-
tric light in the mese-room, and I had
a BED in the house. I took off my
clothes and boots 'for the first time
for about a fortnight; and had a top-
ping sleep. :

Nov. 4—It s frightfully hard to find
one's way about the trenches when one
takes over new . ones, especially at
night. When I first arrived one night
after ‘mess 1 started for the company
mess dug-out, which is some distance
from my dug-out, and I went via
«Ashlane,” “North street,” “The Bull
Ring.” “Leicester square,” till I got to
«Battle Pontain,” and there was my
ug-out in an avenuse near by, WIil

it, that I started out three

it, and three times found
at the point whence I started;
the mess, Of course, there are
people who remark, “Oh, yes, it was
after messl” - SR s )

PAGE THREE

is always aware of the fact that it is
often those who 'know least about
things who presume to offer an opinion,
and the army and mnavy_ philosopher
who sits back {n his chdir and makes
gratuitous suggestions from the depth
and luxury of his comfortable lbrary
has long .been the subfect of the
ridicule and sarcasm of the world
But oné feels inclined to risk even all
: this if by so doing the present dread-
ful condition could be helped in even
the silghtesty ' ¢
Does it mot seem that things have
come to the point where it is a purs,

Yyl
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highest call is not sufficient ihém is

" another, that of self-preservation and

the preservation of their children,
something which should appeal to wo-
men the world over. If any woman

- ‘doubts that such a menace exists as

danger to life for those even living
as we are Mving up to the present, just
on the fringe of the whole situation,
let her remember .that things which
happened in Belglum, France and
Serbla might happen here just as un-
expectedly and with Jjust the same
measure of ferocity. A power which
poeks for world-domination hag been
let loose from the meshes of war and
only one of two things will stop him
in his blinding orgie of destruction.
Either he must be drowned in a Sea
of ensanguined waters or he must

* be forced to his knees by the

knowledge which must be  thrust

down his throat with bolts of steel,

the knowledge that his efforts, tri-.
umphant as they first appeared to his

distorted view, are all useless; in other

words, Germany must be shown that

the odds are all against her.

How can this be done? In no other

. way than by the massing of every.

na&lonthd:gs’wlththea.ﬂlumdthe
support of. the neutral" peoples, even

‘tho this support be unspoken. ‘"

case of numbers? Whether the allles
or the Germans will win is a problem
in mathematics. If this is so, then
every moment which is lost in gath-
ering and equipping forces is a ‘crime
to be accounted for, on the part of
someone. . England and the couniries
with her have long since proved to the
world that thelr cause is just. Once
this was assured the road to duty
seemed very plain. Women from time
{mmemorial have been martyrs to'
duty. nthgtdutynqwlstopmm
those they hold as the apple of their
eye, still the duty is there. .If this

OW .that we at last show signs
N of taking 'the war seriously —

thus the compuision bill, - the
new, army o¢ouncil, the re-constituted
general staff and tne projected Ba-
tente staif—we can cast a. glance
some of the mistakes committed by
Germany. There is real comfort to be
derived from them.

wirst ana foremost among these was
the disposition of the German fleet at
the beginning of the war.

A surprise war' gave the Germans
one great initial advantage from which
indeed in great part their navy was
designed. 1 refer to the negléct of the

Admiralty to send out their
npumerous cruisers across our trade
routes before the outbreak of war. It
was . for this purpose tiat: they had
been built, both large and small boats
and this, it was clearly rocosnuui
here, was one of England’s particular
dangers.

The Germans missed the advantage.
Very few of their ships were ‘“put” in
August 1914, It ds no extggeration %o
gay that the Germans lost in the first
week of war their great, if not their
only, opportunity to deal us a decisive
sea blow which beyond all question
it was in thelr power to inflict, to our
most grave national disadvantage,

When we reflect today on the enor-
mous damage caused by the Emden
and the few other cruisers that wers
out at the time, the extraordinary in-
genuity they displayed in- eluding cap-
cure, in sinking our ships—thus send-
ing up prices, creating paniz and dis-
turbing trade—and the difticulty ex-
perienced in hunting them down and
destroying them, we can thank our
stars that the Germans had so few of
their swif ships on the seas, for had
their full cruiser strength been at
work a most serious situation would
have arisen.

b el s ’

Tirpitz' First Failure

I think this proves how Mitle the
Germens thought that we would come
in just at that moment. Otherwise 't
is “almost inconceivable that they
would have flung away the chance of
their lives, Tirpitz
that France’'s honor was
honor, it is h unbeliovable that
he would not have said to the Kaiser:
“For God's sake, Your Majesty, no ul-
timatum until my ships are out.”

it.
h‘:: Their lIC ] Os'. Cl ce

'noond
their delay in Belgium.
embber the curious

plunder was military—
Wo re-

this arve still not
cult to bbelieve that
3

i{se their delay is in-

mmmb"{.. They had rua thru the

Grmany was assured that England and
her colonies, together with the coun-
tries that are with her, were united in.
the determination to spend her last
man, her last woman, in whatever ca~
pacity she might serve, and her last
dollar, for the re-establishment of
God's law upon earth and - the re~
bullding of civilization, which took two
thousand years in its construction,
but which was shattered in a night by
the long designed preparation

enemy, then ‘indeed would ehe’be fc

odwherknounonapnvioi‘noe‘-‘

casion she was forced to Canossa and
to a realization that an “ambition,
which o'erleaps itself” is unfallingly

fatal. : >
The present method of Mmiting , or

minimizing numbers eeems only a
prolongation of the war and a useless

ot the

ings about wages and hours especially
in the making of munitions would
cease, if governments would concen-
trate on the public good and not on
politics, if statesmen would forget to
wonder and speculate as to after con- -
ditions of the country and direct their
energies to the present situation, if
grafters and gamblers were jailed in-
stead of being permitted to build up
fortunes out of humanity's direct ne-
cessities, if milliohs of men were pre-
pared -to fall upon Germany with the
irresistible force of the. ocean’s
strength, then Germany would bave to
give way. Dribbling out the flower of
our country and homes as has been
done up to the present is only of-
ferming a useloss holocaust on theé un-

_gatiable altar of the lustful god whose

glory is rapine and slaughter.’

If there are any men or women who
are still doubtful of the course they
ought to pursue, they should remem-

the lessons taught by the story ot

the “Birth of a Nation™ W sh bhas
before them dur-

ing the past weeks in the wonderful
picture-portrayal in Massey = Hail
Nothing in science or art except ULe's
lity could so foreibly  teach the |

orrors of warfare and the danger of

plaging governmient in the hands of
an untried and untrained people, as do
these magnificent and terror -gtriking

scenes. )
Their application to the .present :
moment, is intensive. Germanys
glutted with the epoils of an ensang-

“uined mareh_to victory can be im-
as

‘ ( : but ‘for even a
moment, then the scenes in the

of a' Nation” could very easily be ac-
cepted as reduplicated in a8 .
they have already been -in the lands
across the seas. . !

Women’s Duty Clear

ty seems very clear, Its yolce 1a
not for some but for all. To malntain
the preservation of all that clvilization '
holds sacred 'the response must be
‘ananimous. The call of the bugle and
‘the fires upon the hill-tops need to be
-ansyered by anmies as numerous as
is the ‘coming of the lpéussi

this unanimous adv

gelf be sufficient. If mot Germany
would have to pay the cost, for she
al is the

sacrifice of life. It every man Who is ing

eligible. would at once offer, if bicker-

SOME SAD BLUNDERS HAVE
BEEN MADE BYTHE ALL-HIGH-
EST'S ADVISERS—NO OUT-
STANDING MILITARY GENIUS
AND NO GREAT STRENGTH OF
CHARACTER HAS APPEARED.
IN TEUTON FORCES.

¥

Belgian forts, Liege, Namur; the top
of France lay open to their advance.
And yet they paused.

It looks as if they had been strate-
getically defeated Dy Jofifre. They
reckoned on his pushing up into 33»,
glum, tiring Ois soldiers by forced
marches, compeilediby reasons of sen-
timent and political honor to seek out
the enemy et all oosts, far from their
own railways, in a foreign country.
Had the French done' so they would
bave been overwhelmed.

precisely the contrary.
the Germans the
fie assumed it

wing H
mistake by Verdun
Marne.

Their

now hawv

But they could have taken Caiais in
October, 1914, Our army Wwas very
small, sadly reduced, quite inade-
quately provided with guns. machine

and high-explosive shelis. Some-
how the Germans turned fo Russia
instead, They forgot sea PoOWer, They,
no doubt, felt sick at missing Paris.
The Russian pressure was serious.
They looked eastwards, in Heu of put-
{ing forth all their r westwards
pefore our army had grown, and the
French new armies had been mobilized
an ed, and the new spirit which
has come upon had material-
ized into unconguerable certainty.

The big offensive in November fail-

ed—it was too late.
n, they have l:-
Vi -

lat
Baltic, agal
soted their naval opportu

THE TORONTO SUNDAY WORLD

5
o

ties, ' Feeling themselves fairly secure’
from invasion, owing to their land for-
tifications, mino Zjelds, submarines,
etec., they seem to have forgotten the
Baltlc. ‘It has always been a mystery
to me why they did1 not seelz out the
Russian fleot and force an issue, seize
as many of the islands in the Baltic
as they could before they attempted
their great Russian invasion, which
truly may be said to have been stop-
edbemaootmela.ckofu&mmoﬂ,
gecaxuse of the want of co-ordination
land strategy.

v failed to capture
Riga owing to thais fact. The
Russian navy has and done
the Germans considerable damage.
Our submarines in the Baltic have
“played the devil” with the German
merchantmen, In the Baltic they
have done nothing, tho practically for
a year they enjoyed a free fleld, and
might long ego have bottled up that
sea and made it securs. -

Their success with Turkey, and con-
sequently witn/Bulgaria, has not been
due to any great merit of the Ger-
mane; that is our fault. We allowed,
literally allowed, the Goeben and
Breslau to enter the straits. The re-
sults have been the automatic entry
of Turkey and Bulgaria into the war.

The next great German blunder may
be called psychological- This is inher-
ent in the German charaocter. Belgium,

bombardment -of
undefended towns, the staggering
brutalities committed by the Germans
here and everywhers, the bluff put up
against America—these things have
lost them the moral force of eivili-

zation and lu'ewca‘blyv estranged Am-

erica -
The Big Mistake ,,
German militarism has shown itmelf

to te a cursed thing. There is mno
chivalry in it, there is no

"God in its inspiration. Only a terri-

ble;, sordid greed, a ruthless machine,
an inhuman blood-lust remain es the
driving force of the emperor's war
policy—a - policy which mankind bas
agreed must be eradicated from life
and soclety. And this mistake will
cost the Germans very dear.
Whether the great Russian invasion

-

. positively attainable in

wés o mistake that I do not feel
qualified to pronounce upom; time
alone will show: Yet that the 8
have thrown up any real mi

" small trace of- Hind- -
enburg and Mackensen are great gol-
diers, and there are cthers. The Ger-
man general staff has performed won=
ders. German organization has aston~

h%od the world. ;

ut the man, a Napoleon? No, I do
not see him. It is s wyoak that has
‘led the Germans so well; | “has
been Httle genius n} , In

in the early days Joffre unquestion-
ably defeated the Germans strategical-
ly. They seem to have no sense e

Tove a fio:

seeking decisions, they
the full sense

quently missed them in
o? the word.

curious bécause :
perts before the war ipriste 3
impracticability of gbeoluts decisions
owing to the enormoup numbers e~
gaged and the consequsnt ahsrnoe of
that singleness of eye and direction
whith in the old days simplifted bota
econtro) and 2xecution. -
Efficiency and Genius

Don’t’ imagine I am ng the
German command. 1 know its efcl~
ency only too welly Mt -tiere s a
huge aifference hetween efficiency ani
gerius, and it /s the want of genius
I am alluding tc. There I8 no sueh
combination as in '70—Moltks, Bis-
marck, Roon. One feels the
clumsiness all the time, that want of
imagination, of human perception, of
far-seeking , clarity which mark the
perfect soldier. Oddly enough, the
paradox is true. In peace the strengtih
of policy is war; in war success de~
mands very largely on policy,

Let us be thankful that the Ger-
mans have no general today- We
have given them opportunities enough
to distover him. He nas not appeared;
he will not appear Now- :

No doubt the new conditions of war
targely account for the surplus of
mediocrity which seems to abound.
Character, national charatcer, is to=
day the important factor, the dis-
cipline, the adaptability, the self-sac~
rifice, of peoples, There are no decl~
slons of the old style. ;

No general can possibly control any
one battle. The old idea of a com-
manding general sitting on a white
horse, smoking a cigar, while he
directs his forces, is mere nursery
warfare. Trains are today more im-
portant than generals, company offi-
cers more importast than colonels, the
organization staff infinitely more m-
portant than\ the strategist-in-chief-

Perhaps the geniue of war is dead;
at any rate, the Germans have pro-
duced no outstanding master mind. In
this there is much food for consolation,
or, rather, i ration. It leaves us.
with 4 war of éxhaustion ‘which again
is & matter of characier and means.
We have the means, we should hawe
sufficient character-

Looking.at the war coldly, I think
the mistakes made by the Gefm.ni
show guite conclusively that it in the
future we make fewer mistakes, then
those already committed by the Ger-
mans will prove in the end irretrieve
ably cal £




