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i There was lots of goodwill towards

'8 wherewith to make Christmas a day

§ the Salvation Army, and other organi-

Pillager

YONGE ST., NEAR BLOOR

sox Hotel, containing 20 rooms. Build-
well constructed. Lot 44 x 132 feet to

4 . N, H. WILLIAMS & CO0., &
King St, East. Main: 5430,

Strong southerly w'nds, mostly cloudy and
mild today; colder on Saturday,

Northesst corner Shuter snd Vietoris Sl
tank. Two floors, 46 x 116 feet, to lane.

H. H. WILLIAMS & 00,,
38 King St. East, Main 8450,
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Ratification of Peace Treaty Like. y
~ Commissioner Bradshaw Issues Reporto

Delayed Over Two Weeks

QOWNIL TONARDS
MARKS TORDNTE

it

Comfort and Cheer is Pro-
~ vided for Poor by Many

Institutions.
‘A HOME YULETIDE

all sorts and conditions of men and
women in Toronto yesterday. It is be-
Jieved by those in a position to know
" that few., if any, families in the city
were without a good, substantial meal

different from other days in the year.
That far-deep-seeking organization,
gations were out to provide comiorts
and food to the poor and the unfortu-
-nate this Christmastide, and it is be-
lieved they succeeded in wunearthing
many hundreds of deserving cases,
end promptly giving the necessary re-
Jef. Of course, there are the real
poor—the proud poor; who never com-
plain and never ask for what they
term charity. Some  such people as
these may have been overlooked, but
taking it all round it may be stated
with confidence that 'Toronto as a
whole partook of Christmas dinner.
Returned Men Looked After.
The returned men who are without
friends in the city were well catered
for. In addition to all the usual: or-
ganizations  who minister to their
‘comforts, such as the Y.M.C.A., the
" Knights of Columbus, and the Salva-
tion Army. who all provided Christmas
cheer for those who were without in-
witations—the men were entertained
An small batches in private houses
from aristocratic Rosedale to small
houses in both the east and west end
of the city. There was no Jjustifiable
reason for any returned man without
friends locally to go without his
Christmas dinner this year, as houses
with open arms were walting for him
to'come in the front door. The King
Edward entertained 25 returnéd men
to dinner, and the other leading hotels
did likewise.
. * Christmas at Home.
.. From w wander around the city
. testaurants between 1 and 3 o'clock
“yesterday afternoon, it was pretty easy
fo-eonclude that more people than
d&ver this year were taking their
Christmag dinner at home. Of course,
many people may have decided to
take their meal late in the day and

(Centinued on Page 7, Column 3).

NEW DECLARATION
EXPECTED ON FIUME

Rome, Dec. 25.—Premier Nitti will
make a new declaration before the
senate concerning Fiume before he
leaves for Paris, according to The
Giornale d'Italia. General Badoglio
has returned suddenly to Rome for
4 conference with the premier and the
king.

The Messaggero announces that
Admiral Millo has informed Captain
Gabriele d’Annunzio that he would not
ftehrate a landing of D’Annunzian
troops at Seara. adding that the only
Wway to save ltaly was to accept the
government's proposals.

PARIS CELEBRATES
PEACE CHRISTMAS

. Parfs, Dec. 25.—Paris celebrated -her
first peace Christmas today with great
arimation _and enthusiasm, great
rowds thronging the churches and

_ theatres. 'The boulevards and princi-
pal streets of the capital were filled
&'l night with celebraters and the
Popular restaurants were carried by

. storm,

Fourth Hold-Up in Week
By Gunmen in Winnipeg

- Winnipeg, Dec. 256 —The fourth hold-
Up in the past week by a gang oper-
ating here took place on Christmas
Eve, when -George E. Utke, manager
of a motor school, was stopped in his
autoiat 6.30 p.m., ordered out of the
machine and robbed at the point of a
&n.  The affair took place on Water
street, and the thugs beat up their
Vietim, o that he had to be taken to
the General Hospital. The automo-
bile was found later in front of the
Postoffice.

VERIFICATION OF GERMAN FIGURES
DELAYING TREATY RATIFICATION

Baron Von Lersner Denies A

That His Proposal to Visit
Berlin Was Intended to
Delay—Will Be Fortnight
Before Allied Missions
Complete Their Work Re-
garding - Compensation for
Sunk Warships. -

Paris, Dec. 25.—The final date of
the repeatedly postponed exchange of
ratifications of the treaty of Versailles

now depends upon the spesed with
which the aliied missions in Germany
can verify the German figures of
available” floating dock tonnage de-
manded by the allies as compensation
for the sinking of the German war-
ships at Scapa Flow., The Associated
Press was informed to this effeet to-
day at the headquarters of the-Ger-
man peace delegation,

Baron von Lersner, head of the Ger-
man representatives, said he thought
this would take at least a fortnight,
if not longer, in view of the difficul-
ties of transportation in Germany and
the detail involved in' verifying the
figures. .

“A decided misunderstanding is re-
flected in the Paris press, during the
last two days regarding my projected
trip to Berlin, which I subsequently
abandoned,” he said. “My object was
to hurry, rather than delay, the put-
ting of the Versailles treaty into effect.
From Monday night until Wednes-
day afternoon, at 2 o’c’ock, I was de-
prived of any communicatiolr with
my government by either telegraph or
telephone, in conseéquence of which
Berlin: had no knowledge of the en-
tente note or of the wverbal communi-
cation given on this subject by M. Du-
tasta (secretary of the peace confer-
ence), until this morning.

To Make Verbal Explanation.

“I thought that a trip to Berlin and
a  verbal explanation of the situation
tol the government would facilitate
matters. The inference by the French
papers that the German government
wanted to delay the exchange of rati-
fications ‘» absolutely unfounded. We
want nothing more taan effective re-
storation of peace.

“Peace ,means the~repatriation of
our soldiers, prisoners in France, who

are obliged to ‘spend another Christ-
mas in captivity tho hostilities have
been suspended for more *han a year.
“The fact that Herr von Simson
arrived in Paris last Sunday to start
negotiations for putting the treaty
into: effect proves that we had no in-
tﬁntion to delay matters.” 2
Regarding the entente note, Baron
von Lersner said ils tenor surprised
him, as it seemed so little in ‘accord
wita’' the progress of the negotiations.
‘“The Paris papers,” he said, “even
announced our readiness to deliver
over all the harbor material we could
spare without endangering our eco-
nomic existence as compensation for
the Scapa Flow sinkings, and forecast
an early agreement on this question.
If we did, not get that far, it was
not our fault. Our experts have not
been asked to talk the matter over
since a week ago.”
Baron von Lersner asserted that ac-

cording to the verbal communication of

M. Dutasta at the time of the delivery

of the note, the entente made a dimin-

ution in the port tonnage damaged,
conditional upon verification of Ger-
many's claim, that the entente estim-
ate of the harbor material available
were erroneous.
Statements Were Erroneous

“I want to say inthis connection,”
he continued, “that the statements in
the French press that we were dis-
loval and gave out wrong figures on
this tonnage is absolutely unfounded.
This an investigation would prove. I
promised M. Dutasta to ask my gov-
ernment to give all facilities for such
investigation and have no doubt that
they will he accorded at once.

“We both agreed that it should b«

i possible in a short time to verify our

statements and come to a definite
agreement regarding harbor materials
to be’delivergd by Germany. I hope
that our expectations will soon bo ful-
filled and that peace will finally put
into effect.”

After the chief of the German dele-
gation had informed M. Dutasta that
he thought it advisable to go to Berlin,
a communication by special wire was
restored, according to the information
given out at the headquarters of the
German delegation, and it was decided
to telegraph the note an d verbal com-
munication, which, taking into consid-
eration the time for coding, transmis-
sion and decoding, could not come to
the knowledge of thte German govern-
ment before the morning of Dec. 25,

RSN
= —

Amiens, Dec. 25.—A court-martial
hag sentenced the German officer,
Robert Roeckling, administrator of
Mines at Karlsruhe, to ten years' im-
Prisonment, fifteen years of exile and a
fine of ten miilion franes upon his |t

fonviction of » charge ‘of organizing jFrench metal working plants at Briey,
| Micheville,
trans orting
millions
factory at Karls uhe, including quan-
tit.es of undamaged mater'al so as to
make the operation of what remafined
of the French plaats the next thing to

the village of factories in eastern
fance. 1t was testified at his trial
at he collected muchine.y and other
i;ﬂ&terial from the factories and blew

LMD in November, 1918, His brothers,

' *™@an and Ludwig, were given simi-
Sentences by default.

The Roeckling bFothers are known i
;8 German  “steel kings.” Herman
_:Oeckling' president of a
Clatlon, wgs at Treves as
i’f the German armistice commission, |t
dor w

of French Factories
Is Given Ten Years in Prison

The other
Versailles as a
delegation and consequently was cov-
ered by diplomatic immunity.

cution went to show that the brothers

steel asso- |pleaded
a member jorder of the German government, but

hich reason he was not arrested. action was on his personal initiative.

went to
the peace

brother, Ludwig,
member of

The ev.dence p.esented by the prose-

had systematically destroyed the
Longwy and other places,
within two years’ time

of tons of material to their

mpossible. :
Robert Roeckling in his defence

that he had acted by the

estimony was given to show that his

DARING ROBBERY .
IN CHICAGO STORE

Chicago, Ill, Dec. 25.—Police
today were looking for six men
who late last night held up a fur
store on the south :ide filled with
Christmas shoppers and escaped
with furs valued at $25,000,
cheques aggregating $2000 and
$500 in cash.

The robbers with revolvers,
forced all clerks and. shoppers
first to line up %gaines the wall
with hands above tkeir hLeads,
and afterward to lie flat on the
floor.

The men then selected the
most costly furs and after tak-
ing all the cash and cheques in
sight they carried the loot to
their automobile and drove away

LAND SETTLEMENT
PROSPECTS BRIGHT

Expect Many Thousands of
Soldiers to Buy Farms
This Year.

Canadian Press Despatch,

Ottawa, Dec. 25.—S. Maber, secre-
tary of: the soldier settlement toard,
has returned from a tour of inspec-
tion of the board’s organization in the
west. He stated that the qualification
committees are dealing with hundreds
of applications from returned soldiers
every week and taat the prospects are
that the board will settle as mainy on
“tne land next year as during the past
Season when ‘over| 33,000 ex-service
men were passed, and nearly twenty
thousand were granted loans amount-
.ng to $53,000,000. 5

The applicants were for the most
part of a good type and likely to make
8ood on the land, said Mr. Maber. He
was greatly impressed with the char-
acter of the settlérs already on the
land, Many of them had already saown
that they will make good: in fact in
one  province a considerable number
had done s0 well during the past year
that  they had' been able to pay- off
the whole of their indebtedness to the
board,

Settlers Have High Hopes.

Of course, the:2 had been a few fail-
ures owing to the drought and condi-
tions over which the men had no con-
trol, but even in the districts affected
by the drought the spirit of the settlers
was exicellent, and they are facing the

|
{
)

BIAD'S-EYE VIEW
OF POWER INDUSTRY
N FEDERAL REPORT

Shows Canada’s Utilization of
Hydro Power Exceeds
Expectations.

AID RECONSTRUCTION

Canadian Press Despatch,
Ottawa, Dec. 25.—By direction of

Hon. Arthur Meighen, chairman of
the Dominion. cabinet committee on
power, there was released for general
distribution yesterday the directory
of central electric stations in Canada,
which constitutes the first adequate
governmental attempt to systematic-
ally ‘compile a ready reference to the
central electric stations of the Domin-
ion. The material which has now been
compiled is much more exhaustive and
-comprehensive in every way than that
contained in any previpus reference
on the subject, and,”it is felt, will
prove -a valuable asset in the recon-
struction period, as it permits a bird’s-
eye view of thé present status of the
industry in all parts of the Dominion,
and indicates the locations where ex-
pansion is readily feasible. A special
affort has been made to secure from
the various corporations and munici-
palities information relative to blocks
of electric power avallable for sale;
the prices at which such power can
be provided; the available sites for
industry in the vicinity, and the trans-
portation facilities available. The cor-
porations and municipalities have co-
operated heartily in this connection
It is intended that, insofar as possible,
this information shall be kept up-to-
date.
Outstanding Features.

census of the central electric
power stations in Canada, namely,
stations engaged in the sale of_ electric
energy, just completed by the Domin-
ion power board in co-operation with
the Dominion bureau of statistics dis-
closed several outstandi features of
very great inters:t at the present time.

The capital invested in.central power
stations totals $356,004,168, of which
78.5 per cent. is invested in commer-
cial stations and 20.5 sper cent. in
munlcipal .or publicly féwned stations.
Total employes number 8874, receiving
wages and salaries totaling $7,777,715
peér annum.

The total revenue réceived from the
sale of electrical energy is. $44,536,848,
of which $29,135399 was secured by
commercial and $15,401,449 by munici- |
pal plants. : f

The primary power installation in|
central stations- totals 1,844,571 hort'-?l
power, of which 78.3 per cent., or 1,-|
444,314 horse power, is installed nl
commercial stations and 21.7 per cen-., |

future with high hopes. Arrangements
were made by Mr. Maber while in the
west to take care of the expected in-
crease in the applications, ~and the
organization was strengthened wher-
ever necessary.

MOTOR HIGHWAYMEN
ASSAULT VETERAN

Hold Up and Rob Returned
Soldier—Police Force
Scouring City.

Despite the fact that yvesterday was
the time when the “peace-on-earth-
goodwill-towards-men” feeling was
supposed to be paramount in every-
one’'s thoughts, Harry J, Anderson, 53
Chicora avenue, a returned soldier,
w.ll have cause to remember this yule-
tide by the fact that he was ‘held up
at the point of a gun about 8 p.m. ani
relieved of $30 in cash and a goid
watch. And then, adding injury to in-
suit, the men who held him up strueck
him to the ground.

Anderson, according to his story to
the police, was walking along Lons-
dale road, at -the corner of Avenue
road, when a car occupied by four men |
drove up to the curb and stopbed.
Three  men leaped from the car ani
pulling revolvers commanded Ander-
son to “Pay up and not to howl,”

“Howl” evidently being the term used
by the gentlemen of the road to mean
shout for help by the victim, Anderson
with great courage, however, did maké
a “howl,” and was immediately struck

or 400257 horse power, in municipil
stations. Of the total primary horse
power installed 1,652,661 horse power
is derived from water, 180,000 from
steam and 11,710 from gas and oil
Success of Hydro Plants.

One of the most important facts dis-
closed as a result of the statistics is
the outstanding position which water
power takes in the central station
field. Out dJf a total installed prim-
ary capacity of 1,844,571 horse power
1,652,661, or 89.6 per cent., is derived
from water. This figure is indicative
of the extent and availability of the
water power resources of the Domin-
ion and of the remarkable degree to
which their adaptability for céntral
clectric station work has been utilized.

A census of the total developed wate-
power in Canada, including severai
electrip stations just completed, Ais-
closed the fact that a total of 2,-
305,310 horse power is at present in-
stalled in Hydro plants thruout the
Dominion. This figure indioates that
Canada’s 'utilization of Hydro power
is even, more marked than had beza
realized. Of the total power instal’'ed
some 450,000 horse power are utilized
in the pulp and paper industry.

JAPAN'S PROBLEMS
HARD TO SOLVE

Premier Hara Issues State-
ment on Eve of Opening

of Diet.

in the mouth with the bare fist of one
of the men in the car. The force of the
blow was sufficient to knock And

| off his feet, and, while he was :
| recumbent tne men Jjumped back in the |

car and drove off. i

No Trace Found, !
| Anderson immeaiately repaired to po- |
lice headquarters, where he told his |
story, and the police authorities issued |
orders which brought back on duty !
every plainclothesman and detective i |
the city. The eight department cars|
were immediately manned and the |
streets in the vicinity and thruout the
city were being scoured, but up to a
late hour last night no trace had yeét
been found of the bandits.

It has since been discovered ' that
the car which was being used by tae
highwaymen was that belonging to Johu
A. Pearson, 29 Maynard avenue, which
had been stolen from in front ofams
home early in the afternoon It is also
thought that the men are the same who
made several sensational holdups on
Tuesday last.

OTTAWA PASTOR DIES,

Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 25.—Rev. Walter
E. Baker, pastor of the First Congre-
tional Church, @died this morning after
a two weeks' illness of pneumonia,
He was in his fortieth year. He|
wasg a native of Braatford, Ont., and
had.-held charges at Chebogue, N. S.,
and at Morrisville, Vt.,, before coming
to the capital.

»
\

Tokio, Tuesday, Dec. 23.—On the

e of the formal opening of the diet,
Premier Hara jssued a statement as-
serting that ‘“many problems exist,
some of thém not easy of solution.” !

“Extension of the franchise, the in- |
ternal food problem, and foreign
diplomacy, especially with reference
to China, stare us in the face,” he
said, “demanding study before a solu-
tion can be reached. The government
is optimistic., however, and expects to
encounter no serious obstacles.

“Concerning the franchise, we :are
prepared to meet the will of the e -
ple.” =

Premier Hara added that he believed
social and industrial conditions in Ja-
pan compared favorably with those in
Europe. In the matter of foreign di-
plomacy, he added, Japan needed a|
carzfu] propaganda to correct the mis- |
understanding of Japanese aims and |
deals. The best propaganda, he said, !

p would be that of the peop'e them- |
{ which $986,383 was available for ap-

~elves, who must cultivate a broad in-
ternational spirit thru intercourse
and the exchange of views.

“l am conv.nced,” said,, Premier
Hara, “Japan is advancing \with the |
rest of the civilized world and is not
going behind or ‘against it. Japan
can go forward with faith in her fu-
ture.”

Saskatchew;wan First Province

.dustrial conference in Ottawa Sept.

‘oné.and a quarter million dollars, has

able for sale in schools and similar or-
not been a great success, the receipts
being light and the cost

times required to secure money for the
federal treasury by loans.

BRITISH NEGOTIATOR

| ing

JIKER 'S WELFARE
BE DISCUSSED
AT BIG CONFERENCE

to Choose Delegates ito
Ottawa Meeting.

SEEK UNIFORM LAW

Canadian Press Despatch.

Regina, Sask., Dec. 25.—The first
prcvione to announce the appiintment
of its quota of delegates tp attend the
pending industrial conference at Ot-
tawa early in the year is Saskatche-
wan, their appointees being named
by Premier Martin this evening.

The conference is the outcome of a
resolution passed at the national in-

15 to 20, calling for *“uniformity in
the laws regarding the Welfare of those
engaged in industrial work in the sev-
eral provinces.” It was decided that
a gathering with this end in view
should comprise three delegates, re-
presentative of the Dominion and
three from each of the nine prov-
inces. .
Many Representatives.

The Dominion and each of the prov-
inces are to select a representative
employer and employes and a gov-
ernment official. Premier Martin an-
aounced that when the convention
opens its doors Saskatchewan will be
represented by James Friel, contrac-
tor of Saskatoon, for the employers;
James Somerville of Moo® Jaw, presi-
dent of the Saskatchewan executive

the Trades and Labor Council, the
employes, and for the Saskatchewan
government, T. M. Molloy, commis-
sioner of labor.

POWER BOARD REPORTS
ON CLAIM OF HYDRO

Ottawa, Dec. 25.—The claim of the
Ontario Hydro Commission against
the Dominion government, the amount
‘n¥plyed being in the neighborhood of

been referred to the Dominion power
board. for a repert. Mr, Arthur St,
Laurent, vice-chairman of the beard,
presided over the mesting of the board’
at which this mattér” was first brought

up, and it is expeéted that within a |

PROHIBITIONISTS
. AN THE MINORITY

Wellington, New Zealand,
Dec. 25.—The returns in the
“no license” referendum, taken
simuitaneously with the general
election poll are incomplete.
Thus far the official count
places the prohibitionists
slightly in the minority. Re-
turns from thirteen d:stricts are
still to be received,-as well as a
large number of _wvotes of ab-
sentees. e

ORGANIZE FARMERS
OF EASTERN QUEBEC

“Serious Attempt” Next Mon-
day at Meeting in Wright
County.

Ottawa, Ont, Dec. 25.—The first
serious attempt to organize the far-
mers this side of “Quebec province
has been set for Monday next when
1 meeting of thé United Farmers of
Quetec, Wright county, is called at
Kazubazua when officers are to be
elected, constitution -adopted and a
platform ilaid down for the guidance
3f the united farmers. The announce-
ments state that the organizers of the
Quebec movement are encouraged by
the success of the Ontario Farmers'
party and they think the time has
some when the farmers of Quebec
should ‘also  organize to sécure their
proper representation in government.
[t is hoped by the n?m ‘in charge to
1ave premier Drury, of Ontario, among
“he prominent, men in the farmer
novement who will address the meet-
ing. Every farmer in Wrigat: county
has been urged to attend the gathering.

EX-KAISER DINES

few days a report will be readw for
submission by the board to the power
sub-committee of the cabinet, of whicn |
Hon. Arthur Meighen, minister of t%e
interior, is chairman.

THRIFT STAMP SALE
NOT GREAT SUCCESS |

Ottawa, Dec. 25.—(Special) The
government organization for sale of
thrift stamps will Dbe discontinued
within a few weeks. It is expected
that thrift stamps will still be avail-

ganizations. The thrift stamp sale has

about ten

HAS RETURNED TO LONDON

London, Dec. 25.—James O’'Grady,
who  has been conferring in Copen-
hagen, as the representative of Great
Britain, with Maxim ' Litvinoff, the
Bolshevik representative, with regard
to the exchange of prisoners, has re-
turned to London. His purpose, it is
stated, is to confer with the foreign
office here.

| German

DUTCH OFFICIALS
Former Ruler Distributes Gifts

From a Huge Christmas
Tree.

Amerongen, Dec. .25.—The former
crown prince, Frederick,
reached here today to spend with his
parents their second Christmas in ex-
ile. J. B. Kan, secretary of general
affairs of the Dutch government,
Burgomaster Pereboom of Wieringen,
members of the, Von Bentinck' family
and some of the Amerongen function-
aries were the guests at a banquet this
evening in the great hall of the
Bentinck castle.

This was the climax of a celebration
arranged by the former emperor per-
sonally.”" A huge Christmas tree was
erected in the hall, and from this the
former ruler distributed gifts.

INUNDATIONS IN ALSACE

Strasbourg, Dec. 25.—Great innunda-
tions are reported all over Alsace.
Above Strasbourg the river Il has
overflowed its banks. Traffic is inter-

rupted in the valley of the Vqsges.

TORONTO’S SOUND

FINANCIAL

POSITION REVEALED IN REPORT
OF COMMISSIONER BRADSHAW

General Revenue of Over
lars—Large Expenditure in
Prompt Payment of Taxes.

Twenty-Three Million Dol-
Connection With War—-

The annual report on the financialin connection with the war. The bulk

| affairs of the city ended Dec. 31, 1918, |

Commissioner of Fin-
The |

was issued by
ance Bradshaw on Wednesday.

i great aim of the report, whi'st omit-

ting exhaustive details, is to set forth |
clearly and simply the -facts pertain-
to the finances of the city, and!
the changes occurring therein during
the war. In his report Mr. Bradshaw
says in part:

“For the past year, the affairs of
the City of Toronto, with a population |
of about 490,000, and an assessment |
of $600,778,145, entailed a general rev-
enue expenditure, on all accounts, of |
$23,126,408. Towards meeting this the
tax rate was placed at 30 1-2 mills,
which, with other general revenue, |
vielded $23,218.758. There was brought
forward from the precsding year, cur-
rent surplus (including reserve for de-
ferred expenditure) of $1,410,705,
whi'e there was carried forward to the |
pres'nt year a current surplus (in-
cluding reserve), of $1.503,055, of

propTiation in 1912. The net interest
earnings of the sinking fund for the
vear, all accumulated. for the redemp-
tion of funded debt, amounted to ¥1,-
235,182,
Expenditure Over War,

‘“Particularly conspicuous in the af-

fairs of the city was the expe;xditusre

¥
N : %

i

{ refunding any

of this arose out of the city's policy
of insuring its citizen volunteer sol-
diers for the sum of $1,000 each. In-
clud.ng the Provincial War Tax of
one mill on the assessment, war ex-
oenditures of 1917, provided in 1918,
and debt charges on previous war ex:
penditures funded, the total charges

{ for war purposes last year were no
| less than $4,816,759.

‘Debentures matured during the
year to the amounts of $3,100,384, for
redeeming which provision had bhzen
fully made,, without the necessity of
portion. Thus, while on
the whole, more than $3,000,000 of de-

| bentures matured, less than $500,000

were accompanied by the cessation of
debt charges affecting general taxa-
tion, the annual debt charges so elim-
inated amounting to $71,979. Not for
a number of years hence will there be
any important loans expiring which
will materially reduce debt charges
now rais:d by general taxation. In
consequence of this, therefore, any
new debts contracted Which are not
for purposes yielding to fully meet
their annual charges. must, of neces-
sity, increase the load of taxation. In-
creased assessment would, however,
be. an offset thereto, if adequate, and
if current expenditures were not also

{Continued on Page 9, Column 3).

n Toronto’s Financial Standing

ONTARIO MINISTERS ALL BEHIND |
ON LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM FOR
OPENING OF THE FIRST SESSION

Bombardment by Deputations
Takes Up Considerable
Time—Food for Legisla-
tion, But Nothing in Shape
—Patronage Bogey Stalks
Up Once More.

Altho the Ontario Legislature will
not meet until about the second week
in February the premier and his min-
isters will need to put on a big spurt
in the meantime if they are to face
the session with anything like a legis-
lative program. It iy _an open secret
that practically nothing has thus far
been accomplished in the direction of
the preparation of bills, or even in
the formulation of any actual policy.
Meetings of the cabinet have been
held on every available day, but the
attention of the ministers has been.
largely occupied with matters of pasg~
ing importance and detal] rather than
with questions which must come be- -
fore the legislature.
Deputation Bombardment.

A notable feature of the new regime,
and one. which must have materially
handicapped the ministers in taking
thought for the meeting of the legis-
lature has been the phenomenal num-"*
ber of deputations received on a wide .
variety of subjects. The cabinet
may, indeed, be fairly said to have
oeen bombarded in this particular re-
spect. On one day alone tnere wers
no fewer than half a dozen deputa-’
tions of a more or less important char-'
acter, and the arrangements for re-'
ceiving them were certainly anyth.ng
out businesslike. ‘They' were rather
cnaotic. A large and influent.al de-
putation of women ‘was, for example,
fixed for 10,80 a.m. and tne hig*
flydro invasion was due half an hour
sater. Was it posgible to imag.ne that'
the premier and’ his.cok w :
be able, any more than an v alee,”
th get rid of about thirty intell
Wwomen, most of whom had a real mi
sioh and something worth hearing, in
the brief space of halt an hour? Pre-
mier Drury subsequently humorously'
explained to the Hydro deputation the
great difficulty he experienced in tear-
ng himself away from wuch a charm-
ed circle of lad.es, whom he had te
send away and resume his conference
with them in the afternoon. The
other deputations kept the ministers
and the newspaper men on the g0, and
the close was anything but that of a
perfect day. In any case it was an
object lesson in how not to arran ge
deputations.

Food for Legislation.

Some of the deputat.ons have, of
course, afforded excel.ent fiod for leg-
islation, but the digestive capacitv of
the ministers will be put to a severe
test if mueh is to be ready for the
opening of the legislature. There will
be no turther meeting of the cabinet
until Tuesday next. The ° ministers
have, of course, well earned their little
Christmas hol.day, but the break
comes ‘at a time when it could ledst
have been desired. They will need ‘to
work real farme:s’ hours to get into
anything like shape for the much
looked for meeting of the legislature.
They are, by the way, realizing more
day by day what a real big job they
have undertaken in attempting té run
this fair prov.nce. The . premier. has
often expressed his surprise that the
farmers were returned to power. It
would be interesting to know: how
great his surprise has grown after his
few weeks in office. :

Patronage Bogey Reappears, -

When the Farmer-Labor members
were in caucus last-week thay devoted
considerable attention to patronage
and sought to find a substitute for the
state of affairs wh'ch existed tunder
the administ:ation of the old partjes,
In short, they wanted a_ system with.
out any of the former pernicious
characteristics. It is almost needless
to observe that they did not succeed.
Coming almost on the heels of .that
caucus trere looms up against them,
strange enough to relate, the ald
patronage monster with much of itg
wonted hideousness. The bogey was
resurrected by the farmers' clubs of
Middlesex, some members of which
were ‘ncensed over the promotion of a
capable woman to the position of
registrar. The appointment was made
‘n the principle frequently enumera
by Mr. Dru®y that “patronags must
g0.” Some of his supporters evidently
think otherwise. To make whiat-is g
long story short, it can he safd thit
| the premier is prepared to back up his
{action and that there will be no s«
teat. It is sald at the parliament
buildings that the man who is making
the most n-ise over the appointment
o the woman is the one who was mast
anxious to get the position. That,
lafter all, is only natural, but # is not
likely to cut much ice with the Of
|tar'o cabinet. The appointm2nt was
{made on the recommendation of Hon.
{W. E. Raney, the attorney-general,
and he, too, has nrthire to regret.

All Eves on Nixon, ;

Hon. H. C. Nix"n. provincial secre=
[tary. is the n°xt mirist‘r to go th™am
jthe flety furnace of patronage. The
fpos’t!on of hu-sar in the Ontario Hos-
in~ital for the In<an~ i va-~ant. "It '
carries a sa'arv of $2000 a vear and a
residence. The man who has satisfac.
to-i'y deputized f r the lat: bursar is
said to be ent't'ed to the position on
|“merit and promotion.” There
other wires at work and many strings
{be'ng pulled ‘on the zovernment in '
favor of “friends.” All eyes are new
on Mr. Nixon, Ontaric’'s junior states-
man.
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