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The Hampshire, whose hunting-ground may or may

not have witnessed the Norman lupicide's threefold feat,

began in the early eighteenth century to be the nursing

mother of novelists. First, in order of time as well as of

fame, comes Jane Austen, born at Steventon Rectory in

1775. Miss Austen's works are as severely undenomi-

national and as studiedly secular as those of Maria

Edgeworth, or as the educational system of Thomas Day.

Elsewhere in the same county, towards the close of the

Georgian era, appeared an author possessing little in com-

mon with the woman of genius who opened her series

with Sense and Sensibility. Charlotte Mary Yonge's best

known works of fiction are still The Heir of Redclyffe

and The Daisy Chain. These, with Heartsease and The

Monthly Packet, formed the most popular manuals in

High Church households throughout the first half of the

Victorian age. Five years after Jane Austen's birth, her

parents brought with them to Heckfield Vicarage, from

their earlier home at Stapleton, near Bristol, the girl who,

as Thomas Anthony TroUope's tuture wife, was to become

Anthony TroUope's mother. To her third son, while yet

a boy, she imparted the desire of emulating the industry

and skill by which she was then supporting the household.

The living at Heckfield had come to Frances Milton's

father from New College, of which he had been a Fellow ;

it provided him with leisure for intellectual pastimes,

alwayr praised but seldom remunerated, and provided his

vividly imaginative, keen-witted, and sarcastic daughter

with opportunities for her earliest studies of provincial

character and life. The Rev. William Milton was a

mathematician with a turn for practical mechanics. He

had elaborated a patent that for some time he hoped might

make his fortune; he had given proof of real ability in

his favourite pursuit by submitting, during his stay at

Stapleton, a scheme to the authorities of the town for

improving Bristol port. Some merit these suggestions

must have had, for the lines they indicated were after-

wards followed in the actual development of the land and

sea approaches to the harbour. The city corporation


