
Dining the wlioli- i.f llii-* li""' fli"^' ()t>-*<ivtis in tlif i.tTcct««l tlisliict were

Ix'coniinK nich voir more ^tronnlv conviiuT.l that Hi.nwort, i.iul that alone, was

n'MK)ni<il)li'. Manv of th.'H.- nun. althovigh n ..'ivinR little •ncouragenunt t.> .!<.

s„ took .Ht.^.^^ to ciudicatf tlie i)li,iit from tlu'ir farm.s an.l to indvicf then iwigli-

lM)urs to ilo likewi>«'. with the result that their i iiinu.W remained unafteeted,

while thos.' kept on weedv farms siekened and died Thes.- conditions were

esiH'ciallv notiei>al>le when, "in addition to keeping th.' w.ed down in the pi stur. s,

care was' taken to remove it from the hay fed di. ; the winter It was alw

obsi-rved that in v.-ars when seareity of hay lue. ilaled wint.'iing cattle on

straw animals so" treated s«'emeil to 1h' immune. In the light of our recent

exiHTiments, it seems almost incredible that thes«- and similar facts did not

sooner force a full recognition of the trtu- sitimtion, which would have undouhl-

cdlv Inen the means of inaugurating a campaign of extermination agi.inst the

weed at a time when such a task wouhl have Uen much less ditlicult than now.

For some years Dr. CJilmth, Chief \'eterinarij,n and Hncteriologist to the

Government of New Z«'aland, devoted considerable attention to a iMculbir

liepatic cirrhosis known in that colony as Winton Dis«'a.s«', and from which,

ui) to I'.Mtl. ami thes<' in one locality only, hon^-s had ajUMared to suHer to a

erealer extent than either cattle or sheep. Dr. Gilruth initiated st)me experi-

ments and tinallv reached the conclusion, without doubt well justified, that the

trouble was entirely due to the ingestion of Ragwort. His exi>eriments, while

convincing, were not, owing to apparently uiuivoidable circumstances, condu-

«;ive although strengthene<l bv corrolK)rative evidence from (alH- Colony, where

a like disease has U'cn traced' by Mr. W. H. Chas<>. (iovcrimient Veterinarian,

to the agencv of another plant of the .sjime sp«cies, Senecio Burchelli.

Tor the'alM)Ve and other apparent rea.sons, such as the different climatic,

ecoii' ic ami dietetic con<litions and the lack of absolute proof of the identity of

I'ictou Cattle Disease with the Hepatic Cirrhosis of the AntiiHules. his decision

could not, with propriety, have Uvn accepted by this department as the basis for

a complete change of iK>licy even had it Ix'cn made public U'fore the inaugura-

tion of our exp'rimeiital work at Antigonish in \WA.

The latter has Ixen very interesting ; nd its n suits are convincingly cor-

n.lM)rative of the view.- of those who have consistently held to the nigworl

Sly last reiHirt containcil a full account of what had Ixcn done during the

year p'receding OctoU-r M, l»t04, together with our findings up to that dfitc

init in order to make the ca.se i)ei1'ectly clear, 1 think it best to n'Cai>ituhite thr

main oohits Moiv ])roceetling to deal with the intervening jHTiod.

In OctolK'r, 190;5, I. with your approval, leased, for exiierimenbil puriH)s(s,

a farm of _'()() acres at Cloverville, county of Antigonish, Nova Scotia. Thi-

farm is. of coui-se, situat. d within the ragwort area, but is further well known

as one on which the di>t:i.s«> in former yeai-s frcciuently made its a[>p«'arance.

Thirty-four cattle wi're purcha.<ed, four of which Imd U-en raised on the pre-

mises, the remainder U'lng secured from districts in which there is no ragwort

Sixttcii head, including the four natives, were placed in an old stable on thr

premises, in which at different times thirty-.six cattle had died from hepalir

cirrhosis. They were fed entirely on food im|>f)rted from (^lelx-c. Fom- wck

given :i litx'ralallowance of sf)und Imy with a full grain ration, four a lilHTal

allowance of hay with a smaller grain ration, four a liU'ral allow: nee of h:i>

without grain, and four a limited allowance of hay only.
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