
PBEFACE.

In compiling this, the first Gazetteer of Canada West I was inH„n»w ,
undertake the task by the great ignorance which I found to^irrL^rl
Provnce. not only amongst persons in Great Britain, or newi;::^!!-!
gran s, but even amongst many of those who had been for years resident in thecountry; and from ascertaining that the various, contradictory, and occasionallv
false accounts given to en.igrants on their arrival, respecting distanTlorilrequenty led them to alter their originalintentions respecting theidi^^

rr^^rr^ium:::- ^'"-^ iget^^r:::
. Cana., when X was toL^n^; ^Te m^sT:^Provmce a complete wilderness-that on the River St (Zr ?
there wi« n mn-b^^ j-a- ,

»t. Llair, for mstance,.there was a mrked difference between the appearance of the country on theAmoncan and on the British side-that on the former all was bustl. and acl^^fane farms and flounshing orchard.; while on the Canadian side n "Ztbe. seen ut uncleared f„rest-and that the Western District was ve y sTcklyIn travelUng by stage, during the winter of 1844, from London to Chatham oi"erf my fellow passengers, who had been for some years in the ProvincttoTd ,^hat he was gomg to Chatham, from whence he intended to cross over the rivTrto Detrou; and he was astonished when informed, that to reach Detroit Lwon d have to travel,./., „nles farther- Again, during the last yearl rem'^ber seemg. amongst the articles in the newspapers respecting the w te n r"roads, \Vmdsor and Sandwich spoken of as being a. the Iti.er ^'t. JCRespectmg the natural productions and capabilities of the Province I have^und also quzte as much misinfonnation. Many persons, for instan e h"been qu.te surprised to hear that marble was plentiful in the Province-ZdZindividual told me, as a very great secret, that he had made what Zl'onlZa .nost va uable discovery, that in the course of his explorations about La^Huron and the Georgian Bay, he had discovered a quarry of white Irbl^

rh^sirdir ^^^^*"* ^"^ '--'^ -^ ^^^.j^
To collect materials for the first Gazetteer of any country, (which in itselfnnphes that .t is a Gazetteer of a ne,r country,) may truly be cllled "

the

2

su, o know edge under difficulties;" which may be supposed to be the realthat although n ,s now three hundred years since the fi.st settlement y^J^^^m Canada, no one has hitherto had sufficient resolution to undeftake and carr!through the task These difficulties arise principally from the obt;:!:!^
in..nvemencesof traveilm,. .n reuu)te places, and from the difficulty in ma^^
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