
GEOBOE BROWN

for bluebooks and statistics. He was often vehement

but never impassioned, but the commonsense of the

news he expressed, his earnestness and the force

with which he expressed himself, never failed to

command an audience. He was at his best in

denouncing an opponent or exposing the hollowness

of the views he had advanced, for Brown was ex-

tremely ready in argument. His attempts at raillery

and sarcasm fell flat, for he lacked humor. He was
morbidly sensitive about the reporting of his

speeches. On all occasions no matter how trivial or

how briefly he spoke, the report that was to appear

in the Globe had to be submitted to him for revision.

J. K. Edwards, than whom there was not a more
capable reporter, accompanied him to his meetings,

and over his M 8. Brown would spend hours, often

rewriting long sections. To get time for this, his

speech was held over a day or two after the general

report of the meeting. The length of his speeches

told against their effect, for they wearied most

listeners and appalled the average reader when he

saw how many columns the report filled. It is not

in human nature to concentrate attention for any
length of time, and Brown exceeded the limit. He
rarely spoke less than an hour, often two hours and

more. His speech in the Confederation Debates

would make a small volume.

His tours over the length and breadth of the

province brought him into close contact with the

people and he won hosts of friends. His hearty

manner and simple tastes made him a welcome guest,

the more so that the more he learnt of farming the

more enthusiastic he became in the calling of those

with whom he stayed overnight. His love of every-

thing pertaining to agriculture was genuine and


