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be after tie onolasping untU aU are looeed, when
hearts onoe knit together in holy union find them-
selves hopelessly estranged. A little bird dropped a
aeed on a rock. The seed fell into a crevice and
grew, and at length the great rock was rent asunder
by the root of the tree that spning up. So little
seeds of alienation sometimes fell between two
friends, and in the end produce a separation which
rends their friendship and sunders them for ever.

" No sudden treaaon turns
The longMcustomed loyalty to hate,
But years bring weariness for sweet content

;

And fondness, daily sustenance of love.
Which use should make a tribute easier paid,
Knt grudged, and then withheld, the heart is starved •

And, though compassion or remorseful thought
'

Of happy days departed bring again
The ancient tenderness in seeming flood.
Not less it ebbs and ebbs tiU aU is bare."

Ko picture could be sadder than this, but the
saddest thing about it is its truthfulness and the
frequency of its repetition in actual life. Many a
friendship is lost by this slow process of impercep-
tibly growing apart.

Then, friends are lost through misunderstandings
which in many cases a few i:onest words at first mi-^ht
have removed. The Scriptures say, "A whisperer


