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«TatioD, to, prevent such a plan of unifomtity frcm being felli>^€(K

^ete tiras the system of Popery, ivhich had its leagued and vigilaM

^jliliMKries Qver the whole JNation. And there was the system of pre'-

lkh% at the head of which the Monarch Lad placed hiir(elf. The
ibirit add object of the JMonarch, in heading this latter system, are very

' *^*cally set forth by King James, when, on one occasion, he hap-

to have before him some Ministers of the Goepel pleading fvr

)om to meet iogether to consult about the affairs of the Churchy he

ka^d t6 them;—^** To that I will never agree ; for the biehopis (meai^ing

tflie'pirelatels) must rule the Ministers, and the King must rule both*??

*tb bppose and root out both these systems, and the many evils anisiDg

6^ of thetn with which the whole country was inundated, ap agreement

diir' league was entered into by all those in thte, Nation who had witnesi^

Wi disastrous effects which had reisulted from the prevalence of; those

Mitiis,' and who longed that such effects might be counteracted. This

ddbtiinent is usually railed by the, name qf the " Solemn League iaiid

C^vienant^" This Covenant was subscribed by both Houses of Parliih

ment in 1643 ; by the Westminster Assembly : by persons of all ranks

in the three Kingdoms in the year following : and was also subscribed

bj^'l^g Charles the Second, on two different occasions in Scotland

|i^6us to his restoration to the throne : as a similar Covenantor Bond
wi been subscribed by James, previous to his accession to the throne of

Inland ! , It is to be found in the volume which contains thb doou-

i&n*ifll whjiidh have been already referred to. Thjs Covenant only te-

Hj^ates to be diligently perused, with a steady recollection of thecircum-

jit^ceS of danger in which the Ezupire was then placed, to remove fWnn

^fb^ mind (he feeling of derision and obloquy which it is to be feared bw
Id^kfbeet) thrown around the very mention of its name. And if the

i^ubr accumulating signs of our times be regarded with an eye at all

pyative'aBd enliuitened by, the sure wed of prophecy, it requires no
'^llkt'jtagaciity toToreiee that in the coming storm of God's righteous

^jg^natioii, against professing Christian Churches and Nations, thoiie

Ho Woii|c[ f>e safe tjill the ciflamity be overpast^ miist bind and pledge
' '

iteljv^tpgettier, anijl to one another as before God—-to l6ad a imy
^oi^mu^l liberty, and the preservation of the Scriptural authority

Jll^i ]lutc:)6--^tp the ei^tiifp^tion^ppt pnly of popeiy and prelacy, biit

yer^^Cllher i^ant which |lhe;,Piyine Father has not planted^ and tb

TtB, j^^iie and , undefile^ Religion, according to the word of Oed,

)'j$K8)9Qple iof the best Beil^med: Churches, and to endearchir tb

jChurc^c^ to as great a uniformity a» p(<csible-^wbicfa ^are

y jthiD^t and [[10 other,; than vt^hat were aimed at by those who
e4 tJiatiSolemn DeC|^-^wi^ what • measure of sincerity on ^the

(^ lif^ SubscribeES, the great day>i o£ setiih[tttion' 'vrilldis-
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