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increase the outlay. The bridges so renewed are, however,

of a very substantiol description and will be good for nine

or ten years. Two or three somewhat costly accidents have

occurred on this Section by the sliding of embankments
built on soft material and on sloping rock bottoms. An
examination of the places where such slips are liable to

occur, shows that little more difficulty of this kind is to

be feared, and that a small expenditure will mat > these

places perfectly secure.

The prairie section of the line, from Winnipeg to Cal-

gary, 840 miles, is in excellent condition throughout,

except that from Regiua westward the embankment is

somewhat narrow in places ; but a small expenditure,

probably less than |5,000, will correct this, and the

work is being gradually done by the ordinary section

force. The water supply between Medicine Hat and

Calgary is at times insufficient, and some expenditure

may have to be made next year in this direction.

With the exception of the Montreal terminus, the entire

main line, as far west as Calgary, is well provided with

all necessary buildings and appurtenances.

From Calgary to Donald, 183|^ miles, crossing the

Rocky Mountains, the track is in first-rate condi'Son, but

in some places in the Bow River valley the embankments

require rock protection against running water, and occa-

sional slack places in the embankment require raising.

In the Lower Kicking Horse canyon, where the roadway

is exposed for sixteen miles to the action of an exces-

sively rai)id mountain stream, a large amount of rock-

facing has been done, and more is required. About

$20,000 has been expended in this and in removing im-

pending earth-slides in the same vicinity, and in raising

the track in the Lower Kicking Horse flats above high

water level, and probably an ^equal amount will have

yet to be expended before the end of the year to make

the roadway entirely secure.


