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*Till the late difturbances the Americans

lived in perte<5t eafe and freedom, every man's

perfon and property was quite fecure ; he was

only amenable to the laws, and thofe fo mild

that they reftrained no man more from the exer-

cife of his natural liberty, than a good man

would with to reftrain himfelf if there was no

municipal law at all. The prefs was open, con-

verfation free, no perfecution for religious prin-

ciples, every man was at liberty to worfliip God

after his o.vn mode. The fpirit of freedom

flourilhed in every village. Their number and

wealth increafed fo faft, that England would

foon have as little power as (he has hitherto had

inclination to opprefs and enflave them, which

makes the folly of thofe in America who are the

authors of this war, as notorious as their wicked-

nefs.
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