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. The intelligence from the Hague, in y^r//,

jrfFed:ed much to difcountenance the reality of

the French defign againfl Minorca : - for, tho'

the writer was conflraincd by the general re-

port, to acknowledge that the French boafted

much of their refoludion to attack that iiland^

he would perfuade, that this attack was not

near fq ready as they would have it believed j

er, tiMt thofe preparations at Toulon were calcu-

ktcd only to d-ivide the forces of England^ and

to get an opportunity to fend forces to Ame-'

riea*.
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The advices in Ibrd Holdernefs's office of

the 2d of this month, confirm the dengn a-

gainft Minorca^ adding, by way of fpeculation,

that the French intended to take advanta'i'e of

the liege of Mahon, to facilitate their invafion of

Engla?td, Others of the 9th relate, that the

duke de PJchlietc publickly declared he was go-

ing, with twenty eight battalions and fourteen

Hiips to befiege Port Mabon, and thofe of the

aSth .brought an account of their defcent on

Minorca,

' Si^ Benjamin Kee?2^ on the i3thvvriteSs that"

die French hoped' to take Minorca by a coup de

^•Received Jprif lA\ alfo 13th, received 16th. Yet
Ifetto's from the kme place of the i6th advife, that they

<^qpsd£ted to put t<>^ by the 10th : and thofe of the 27th,

^St: t\ie Toulon fteet had met with a ftorm on the 13th,

aWd wiesithered it pretty well.
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