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liii'Tdtiirn or •'vil i!iiiii|MiiiiMiN, aKeiitH 'il tin*

inf'TiiftI Mpiii'.H, \vl»o |iiirvnrt<'«1 Him nt'i'c imiki-

ri'Tit .'Hni I'diirKliii'; liriri.

I,ct UN rxniiiiiii' nil lA'liiit ^rl>lllMl^ tJu'Hc

»lli«Kt"1 inllilrlH ili;ny tin: •'Xlhtrlni' nt (Idil.

Wo c«ll tluiii (»//<';/<(/ inlidolH tor wr I'ln not

|»THiin<l(' oiin'ilvtH tliiit.nl tlir iMitliiin iiltlicir

lii'jirtH, Willi tluMr curly instnu'tidii. tlmy

hinctir<'ly I'.islxtlit^vo in (!o(l. Iji hluir piitlc

im 1 coiuvii, tlic t'ici'-tliiiil<rr:^ |(ri't"ii(l to

ilt;ny till' (•.viMtniu'<' i>l Ood. liciMiiHr iiKtciiil

they dn imt hvm Mini with their coi'iKiral oyes.

"No man van cpo 'lod ami livi?." (jml Ih

H'Min in thti work nf ItiH croatifni all aronnd

iiH. Ak we r»'U(l in the HooU of Wiwdoni,

'• All iiuiri lire vain, in whom tlmrc ih not the

Kii(>wl".lj^f of (rod : and who liy those i^ood

things that itre xecii. could not iirnh^rsMnd

hirii that is, neither by tttteiiding to the

work" have (KrUiicwludLjed whf> nvh i the Mork-

iiian : Hilt hin"n imagined either the lire, or

tlie wind, <ii the Mwift air.or tiie eircU^ of the

stars, or the j;reat water, or tlie Mini and

moon, lo he the ^odw that iiilo the world.

With whoHe lieauty it they being delighted,

took them to he fcjods : let them know how

inueh the Lord of them is more leaiitifnl than

tliey : for thn first author of hiMUty innflr all

those thingK ; or if they admired tiieir ])ower

and their eHV.ut.s, let the.ni iinder>tuid by

them, that Me that made them i^ mij^htier

than they. For l)y the j^reatnewH of the

beauty, and of tlie creature, the creator of

them may be seen, so as to be known thereby.

But yet as to these they are less to be blamed.

Ftyr they, perhaps, err seckiiij^ (rod, and de-

sirous to find him. For being eonversant

amon}{ his works, they search : and they are

persuaded that the things are good whieh are

seen. But, then a^ain, they arc not to be

pardoned. For if they were able to know so

much, as to make a judgment of the world:

how (lid they not more easily find out the

Lord thereof? (Wisdom xiii., 1, 9.) St.

Paul likewise speaking of the old pagans

Bays: "For the invisible things of him,

from the creation of the world, are clearly

seen, being understood by the things that arc

made : his eternal |)owor also and divinity :

BO that they are inexcmable. Bocauso that,

when the\ knew ^dod. tliey hA\ <• not glorified

hiiii MM Cod, or givHn thaiiUn: but beuamn

vain III fheii rhoiightH, itid their fonliMJi he(»rt

wnB darkened. ' (Koin. i., '20, 21).

INFIOKI-M ASK KOH fHilOfH

of the I xixteiiee of <!i.d, Mehold them froir.

the book of Wisdom and from St. I'aiil,

\oiie dtliei than a Being ^elf-exifting bj bin

own fipree ^iiid iieee,«<».ary from etermt.v could

Ih! tlie eniitiir and director of tiiiy uorld on

whi(;h we .ire permittid to live, and of thi

innumerable spherosof Htupundous magnitude

throx^ii into space, and nio\iiit' with incom-

preiieii^ilile foree, order and exaetneHH

(unonuHf the imriails of other world",

which »\« can •ne on a starry nit'lif.

Could al! this be the (iflect r.f ehaiice oi of

blind force in matter inert in itself, shaking

and incliiting from eternity ? Perfect order,

synimetry and l)eauty eould not be the etieet

of mere ehanee. .ts chaoH and eonfusioii could

not be th( ultimate efl'oet «>f an all-wise caune,

Tnl.e tlie formation uf tlnwt^rs with their

beiiiity. variety, oiloiir .•ind seasona, cotild

they li'' the etleet, in tb.eir incipient state, of

mere eh.aiice, or the 1 reef>, with their 8a)i and

seedi- in proper timtm and Heiisons ? And
ap.'iin. which was lirst '.' the seed having aM

th(> I'Ksentiat uroperties of n trei- with Beeds

to produce other trees, or the tree itself with

its -ieed ? The egg and the bird—The bird

conies from an egg, and the e^'g from a bird,

whi(!h was first? Philosophers are much
embarrassed at such questions, but they re-

i|uirp a solution.

TIIKRF, MITST BK A FIRST CAITHK

for everything, and an intelligent cause that

can work from end to end, governing and sus-

taining al) things .and their movemonts. Take
the mechanism of our own body. Suppose

that we had to govern and regulate it in every

particular—we would forget to pump th«

blood through the heart and to purify it, to

direct the nervous system and the digestive

organs and eye sight. In the growth and

change of parts and substances we supply the

food, but after that what or who regulates all

the rest? If we were left to ourselves for

one liour our whole system would break up.

People who say that all this is the effect oC


