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The RPneral objection to the bill hns been con-
fined to the grants of land. The South Carolina
Senators alone have viewed the establi.shmenl of
military posts js a violation of the convention.
And I understood one of those Senators to a.s,sert

even that, under the treaty, we could not extend
overtlu^ territory our legal jurisdiction, as Britain
has done.

[Mr. IMcnuKFiEhere assured Mr. L. that he had
misapprehended him: he held that we could ex-
tend our jurisdiction over the Indians and our own
citizens.]

INIr. Linn. Well, sir, I stand corrected. I now
hold in my hand a copy of the contract which the

Hudson Hay Company passes with its employees,
by which it is agreeu that when the employee has
served a certain number of years, and wishes to

retire, he shall have a grant of fifty acres of land,

asuit of the company's clothes, &c.,he binding him-
self to a sort of feudal tenure to muster and bear
arms when needed.
Now, sir, docs not this contract inconteslibly es-

tablish, on their part, everything which it is denied
that we can dol Is it to besupposed that the com-
pany does not keep these engagements! That can-
not be; and we know that their retired servants
have lor some time had settlements and occupied
lands, in conformity with these agreements I ask
Senators, then, are we always to argue against our-
selves'?—always to interpret our national duties in

favor of other nations, and to our own detrimentf
Was it not thus in 1828, when gentlemen contend-
ed that we could not establish military posts in the

tcrrilory, nor extend our jurisdiction over it! This,
too, when Great Britain had already taken those

steps civer liie v.holc northwest, anil even over n
pari of our Icrrltonj oil, this side Ike Rocky Moun-
tains.

But gentlemen surely mistake when they im-
agine that thisBriiish jurisdiction can be confined

to British subjects alone. Pray, sir, were an
American to commit muider oh an employee of
the company, docs anybody believe that he would
not he tiied and liangcd under this British law"?

The English inini.siry, I know, has said (as Mr.
Gallatin tells us) thai it was not intended to be ap-
plied to any but British subjects and Indians. But
what thenl What will tiie opinion of this or that

minisior sicrnify, a case having actually occurred'?

Byseitleii law, any denizen coming wiihin its ju-

risdiction, and ccmmiitinga crime, will be punish-

ed; and if there is a British judge or ju.--tice of the

peace there, he will he bound to execute this law,

to its letter, against Americans as all others.

Myfiieiul from Vermont [Mr. PKf.nrs] made it

'dear that, iitidrr this law, controversies lilicwi.se

as to land tiiles between citizens of the two coun-
iiit's would pass under this juii.sdiclion. If so,

why not ns much criminal uffcnccs? Rut as to

such scrupulous limiiing oftheirlcga! a.-sumplions',

they are lar mi in- likely to enlarge ihem. I never
heard of an Indiui being hung under that law; but

I have latelv learned the occurrence of a case

1 jius in ihat ronnlry, ihit the honorable company has a sum of
money, amonnini; lo .«' veral lliou.-and ponndri Hterlintr, laid

aside at V.uiconvei, lor the sole purpo.=e of oppogin;.' all who
may C(nne to inn rfere with it.s nioriopoly. liy porchasiei; alex-
I rbiiant prices ;dl llic furs in jios cs-'sion of ihe Indianp, and
thus forrii.c the .selilcr n)rome to lerm.«, or ihivii.? Iiiiii from
the connlry. If It bean individual wiio i.s ihns .''tarved into

.-•nbniisf'on, he iticn nsnally clea's; a fiiece of land on the Wal-
lainet rivrr, lal.esi an In iaii wife, arai pnrclia?e.j (nrs of the
naiivei--, which, by previmi? confrnc, tie i." bom.d to tell to the
coiiipuny atan advuiicu wliich is ij.ited by ihc G'ovcrnor."
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