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INTRODUCTION.
tcrity (too numerous and recent to be (bon forgot) are

an ample confirmation.

And having mentioned Engineers, or fuch asarcikilled

in drawings and the other uCual practices of that pro*

feffion, as the propereft pcrfbns to be employed in thefe

foreign enquiries, I cannot (as itoflPers itlelffo naturally

to the fubjedl in hand) but lament, how very imperfeft

many of our accounts of diftant countries are rendered

by the relaters being unskilled in drawing, and in the ge-

neral principles of furveying; even where other abilities

have not been wanting. Had more of our travellers

been initiated in thefe acquirements, and had there been

added thereto fome little (kill in the common agrono-

mical obfervations, (all which a pcrlbn of ordinary ta-

lents might attain, with a very moderate (hare of appli-

cation) we (hould by this time have feen the geography

of the globe much eorre^er, than we now find it ; the

dangers of navigation would have been condderably kf-

iened, and the manners, arts and produce of foreign

4:ountries would have been much better known to us,

than they are. Indeed, when I confider, the ftrong in-

citements that all travellers have to acquire fome part at

leaft of thefe qualifications, efpccially drawing ; when I

confider how much it would facilitate their obiervations,

ailift and ilrengthen theii memories, and of how tedious,

and often unintelligible, a load of defcription it would

rid them, I cannot but wonder that any peribn that in-

tends to vifit diilant countries, with a view of informing

cither himfelf or others, ibould be unfurniihed with fo

ufeful a piece of (kill. And to inforce this argument

ilill further, I muft add, that befides the ufes of drawing,

.which are already mentioned, there is one, which though

j)Ot (b obvious, is yet j^erhaps of more confequence than

«ll that has been hitherto urged ; and that is, that thofc

iivho are accullom«d to draw objects, obierve them with

. more diftin6tne(s, than others who are not habituated to

this pradice. For we may eafily find by a little ex-

|3erience ; that in viewing any object, however fimple,

our attention or ir^mory is fcarcely at any time fo ftrong,

fis to enable us, when we have turned our eyes away
from it, to recoiled exactly every part it confirted of, and

' -to recal all the circumilances of its appearance j fince

on


