
10

there is a change of policy. Once, owing to her insular position, England regarde

conquest as necessary to extend her dominion, and increase her rank and influenfi

among continental nations. Then chivalry was her spirit, and proudly and bravely di!'

she manilest it—war her policy, and fiercely and successfully did she pursue, it. He

bold barons and stout men-at-arms, in hard fought fields, added conquest to conques

till her flag floated over a larger territory than that of any power on earth. But coni|

jnerce and manufactures are the sources of her wealth, and the means of her powei.

and peace is necessary for their prosperity, and she carefully preserves it. England op'

the nineteenth century is not England of the 16th century. The England ruled by tlii

Guelphs is not England ruled by the fiery Plantagenets, the haughty Tudors, or ilij

s'orn and uncompromising Protector. England, commercial and manufacturing, is no

England, feudal and chivalrous. Her interest being in peace, she will not rashly go u

war. By your gasconading on this floor—by insults in diplomacy, you may, if yoi

want a fight, obtain it; for England, like ourselves, holds such relation to the worli

she cannot safely, without risk of her own destruction, have her power to avenge insul

and right wrong, made the subject of doubt. By bravado and menace—by the exhib'

tion of an exacting spirit, we may place her in such condition, that she may have lu

forego all the benefits of peace, and hazard all the evils and losses of war ; for Eng^

land has not lost all the feeling which once led her soldiers to the field. The grei^j

men who rule a country, are almost always the types of its people; and you see in t\v

of her prominent rulers the fair representation t>f the feelings of the English peopltj

Sir Robe(|Jjfeel, nominally connected with the Tory party, is yet the idolized defende.

of the commercial and manufacturing classes. He is cool, sagacious, and pacific ; am

in English, politics stand in bold and conspicuous relief, and gives the strongest assui

ance of peace. In grim repose, and behind him, however, stands the hero of Waterloi

ready, if English honor be assailed, or if we force the figlit, to lend his iron arm aiij

iron nerve to enforce the resolves of Parliament. I am one of those who woulj

not recklessly provoke the war, but still I am among that number who think, that

war come, we can, as in times past, again maintain the honor and interes

of the republic against all the power of the English monarchy, led by the iro,

Duke himself. All I purpose saying is, that England has too many interests depemi

ant on peace, and particularly peace with us, lightly to break it ; and it will not b,

broken, unless the designing or reckless bluster of braggarts and demagogues force thi

strife. The predictions which some gentlemen have made on this floor have bed

amusingly falsified during this debate. Those gentlemen wlio were so fortunate as

get the floor soon after the discussion opened, and were opposed to notice, made thi

most violent appeals to our fears, based on the most confident predictions, that any ai

lion by Congress, and that the very recommendation of noticb in tlie message, woiil

result in instant war, and the then expected English steamer would bring the stardii

intelligence that England had instantly, to the wiiole world, made proclamation of h

wrongs and of her preparation for battle. But that steamer came, and the news is, th:

England is more than Usually pacific. I never participated in those fears, or believej

those predictions ; I knew she wanted the repeal of your tarifl", which fosters and pr(

tects your own people, and gives impulse and continued progression to the prosperit]

of this country. She wanted your mechanics, your manufacturers, your laborers, yo

farmers, made tributary to her; and she well knew this only could be done by the repei

of your tarilT, to obtain which, and the assurance of its never being re-enacted, she wouli

give you all Oregon and Canada to boot, and then make a good bargain. And, sir, tlij

President in Uiis same mess.ige, which recommends notice, also advises and insists

the repeal of the taritT. Thus, tliough one part ol" the advice might be calculated to

cite, the other part was to stsothe; and the prospect of the speedy dcslnn^tion of on

tarifl", a consummation by lior most devoutly to hi" wished, kce[)s luir iii a state of

most perfect (iiiict. There is too much reaftou to fear, Mr. Cliainiiaii, ''-.at some sort

a trade is about to he made by the British Covcnimcnt and this (Jovorniuent, in whir:

the seltlciuenl of the Oregon (luostion is to be the price for the riipcal of the tarilli

The union of these questions would be exceedingly uiWbrlunate ; each ought to restoj
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