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''Lucifer" to the Archbishop of Canterbury,

Greeting!

My Lord Primate of all England,

—

WE make use of an open letter to your Grace as a

vehicle to convey to you, and through you, to the

clergy, to their flocks, and to Christians generally

—

who regard us as the enemies of Christ—a brief statement

of the position which Theosophy occupies in regard to

Christianity, as we believe that the time for making that

statement has arrived.

Your Grace is no doubt aware that Theosophy is not a

religion, but a philosophy at once religious and scientific ; and

that the chief work, so far, of tl^e Theosophical Society has

been to revive in each religion its own animating spirit, by

encouraging and helping enquiry into the true significance of

its doctrines and observances. Theosophists know that the

deeper one penetrates into the meaning of the dogmas and

ceremonies of all religions, the greater becomes their apparent

underlying similarity, until finally a perception of their funda-

mental unity is reached. This common ground is no other

than Theosophy—the Secret Doctrine of the ages ; which,

diluted and disguised to suit the capacity of the multitude,

and the requirements of the time, has formed the living kernel

of all religion. The Theosophical Society has branches re-

spectively composed of Buddhists, Hindoos, Mahomedans,

Parsees, Christians, and Freethinkers, who work together as

brethren on the common ground of Theosophy; and it is

precisely because Theosophy is not a religion, nor can for

the multitude supply the place of a religion, that the success

of the Society has been so great, not merely as regards its

growing membership and extending influence, but also in

respect to the performance of the work it has undertaken

—the revival of spi'-ituality in religion, and the cultivation

of the sentiment of Brotherhood among men.
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