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There '\» inulialily no man wost of tho Atlantic

with wlioin tliosc will) an- workiuK in tliis mut-
ter (•diiid more inoiicilj takt( counsel than tho (iov-

iTiior-ticniial n|' Hie Dominion of Canada, wiiosc

Bynjpaliiic-, witii the worknicn arc l)y no means cir-

cuniscrilifd iiy parallels of latitude or luountain

rauj^o or sea.

Lord Abfrdeoifs second ii|ipniiitment was soirio-

wliat similar, inasmucii as it (oncerneil the prevenlion

of the lo>s of life nil tlie part of tiie working popula-

tion. The a;,'italioii initiated hy Mr. I'iim.soll con-

ceniinfjf tin; wimle.-ale destruction of sailor.-^' lives liy

tho sendiuL; of coiUii .^liips to sea, in order to realize

a profit for the owners, led to a proli)n;;ed and an;^ry

controversy, in which Mr. (Jhaniberlain, who was then

Prosiileiit of the Hoard <if Trade, took a very stroiij^

lino aj^ainst the shiit owners. After coiisidenihle re-

crimination, dmiii;^ which feeliiif^ on both sides be-

came extremely heated, it was at last decided to u])-

point a Royal ("oiiiiiii.->sion on which both jiarties could

be represented to take evidence and rei'oit. TheCoin-
inis.siou wusastronf^oiie. Mr. Chamberlain was one of

its members, and the lead! iii,' represent at ives of the sliip

owiii'is were also there in force. Il was no easy la.-^k

presiding,' over a tribunal in which the chief dispu-

tants sat us jud^^es, and it was a singular tribute to

the rai)idly rising reputation of the young Earl that

he was selected as chairman, a position which some-

what resembled thivt of ^-Eolus in the cave of the wiiuls.

However, by the judicious dining of the Commis-
sioners before they couunenced theiiKpiiry, and the ex-

cellent practice of luucdiing together during the course

of the iiuiuiry, Lord Aberdeen was able to establish

sufficiently genial relations with tin; Comtiiissoners to

get through wirli a singular absence of fricti(jii. His
position as chainiian was largely official and aiipeal

was constantly made to him l)y the advocates of the

respective sides to rule <jut of order this, that or the

other question. He was almost the youngest man on

the Cummission, and liLs courtesy and amiability

might have led some of the ruder Commi.s.si(jner.s to

try to get their own way with a rongli hand. What-
ever attempts were maile in this direction misc.'arried

signally, and the Commission had not been many
days in session before its memljers recognized that

although its president had a glove of velvet there was
within it a hand of steel. When he had to vacate

the chair in order U^ undertake the responsibilities of

the Irish Viceroyalty, the Commissioners, on the mo-

tion of Mr. ( 'iiainberlain, passed a unanimous vote ex-

pressing then- high sense of the signal impartiality

and xuvoir /aire with which he had discharged the

arduous duties of his ofiice.

Up to this time the Earl ut Aberdeen, although

acting in hearty accord with Mr. (Gladstone, who
h;id always be(;n a close personal friend of all the

Abeideens, and especially of the present Earl and

Countess, had not held any purely political po.st

under the Liberal Party. Lord Aberdeen, the Prime
Minister, began life as a Conservative. He was
first emi)loyed l»y Lord Castlereagh, and was subse-

ipieiitly Foreign Minister of the Dnke of Wellington
and .Sir liobert Peel. Wiien llie Corn Laws went by
the board he became a Peelite, antl the AlM'rdeen

Ministry was a combination of Peelites and Liberals,

hence when ilie present Earl took his seat in the

House of Lords he sat neither with the Con.servativoH

nor witli the Liberals, but occujiied u place in the

cross benches, which is supposed to belong to peers of

an independent mind wiio do not wish to identify

themselves conspicuously with either of the two
parties. He was regarded, however, as belonging to

the Co iservative Party by heredity, and hence in 1876

he was selected to move the address lo the (.^uecn in

rejily to the royid speech. Even then he gave an in-

dication of how loosely he regarded the party ti(s by

taking occasion to express his objection to the Royal
Titli s bill, a meiisiire whi(;li wa,s strongly supported

in august circles.

It wa.s .soon evident, however, that the popular sym-
liMtliiesof the yoiing Earl and tiie immense personal

intiueiice of My. <Ti,idstoiie, who had always bec-n a«

a father to the Earl and tiie countess, were sweepinc:

him directly into the Liberal ranks. In adilition to this,

two influences, of diifeient degrees of impijrtance,

were telling in the .same direction. One was tho in-

tiueiice oi his wifi', who was strongly Liberal, and
the other the natural reaction against the tollies and
I'oiu-ses of the .)in:,'o [lerio.l which marked tin; (dose

ut Lord 13eacoiistii;ld's administration. Hi-^ rtrst overt

act of rebellion against his jiarty was when he tele-

graplie<l from lirimlisi his adhesion to the popular
protest which was being signed against the Afghan
War. That tliis was no mere caprice ho made
abundantly evident when ho spoke in the debate
against the Afghan pidicy of the Mini -try, thereby
maintain'. ig the traditions of his ancestor in his de-

votion f . peace and ccmciliation. In 1H7!( he indicated

his transference of political allegiance by supporting

Mr. (rladstoiie's Hrst MiiUotiiian c.inipaign, having
accepted Lord lloseliery's invitation to form one of

the house party at Dalmeny on that memorable occa-

sion. Tile following year, on the very day on which
Lord Beaconsfield dissolved Parliament, Lord Aber-
deen took his seat for the first time on the Liberal

side of the House. He had burned his boats and
definitely c..,.st in his lot with Mr. (Iladstone on
the eve of an election which, in the opinion of

society, was certain to result in the return of Lord
Beaconsfield to power. Society, as usual, was wrong,
the elections went with a rush against the Jingoes,

and Lord Aberdeen found himself embarked on the
winning side.

The only appointment which he received from tho
Gi )veriiment of that day was the chairmanship of the

Commission on Shipping, to which I have alreadj' re-

ferred. It .should bo mentioned, however, that Lord
Aberdeen was, during these years, entrusted with
the duty of acting as Lord High Commis.siouer to the

Church of Scotland. The Lord High Conunissioner

is the representative of Her Majesty and he must be

present at the opening of what may be called tho Par-


