
EEMINISCENCES

OF

A CANADIAN PIONEER.

CHAPTER I.

THE author's antecedents AND FORBEARS.

THE writer of these pages was bom in the year

1810, in the City of London, and in the

Parish of Clerkenwell, being within sound of

Bow Bells. My father was churchwarden of St.

James's, Clerkenwell, and was a master-manufacturer

of coal measures and coal shovels, now amongst the

obsolete implements of by-gone days. His father

was, I believe, a Scotsman, and has been illnaturedly

surmised to have run away from the field of Cul-

loden, where he may have fought under the name

and style of Evan McTavish, a name which, like

those of numbers of his fellow clansmen, would

naturally anglicise itself into John Thompson, in

order to save its owner's neck from a threatened


