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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 8,

Budiness with thie wholesale houses
3s very dull, as usual at this thue of
Fear, and there is some talk of collec-
tlons being slow. The sorting trade
this sanson has not bren up to expec-
tations. It now appears thiat the
consuming power of the country was
somowhat over-rated. The Jarge in-
creas? in business during the fall
soacon led many to suppose that g«
large trade would be done throughont
the season. It would appear, how-
over, that & goold deal of extra buy-
ing waus done by retui‘ers in expeeta-
tion of a lig trade. While the busi-
ness done has been large, the goosds
purchasxl eariy in the season proved
ample for requirements, hence the
light sorting trade. In fact in some
casss country retuilers appdar to
have rather over-bought. The out-
Jook for spring trade is favorable,
tliough it will, of cours?, be a mistake
to over-judge the consumptive require-
nonts of the country and pwsh in more
goods than are needed.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipey, Saturday Afiernoon, Jan. 8.

BOOTS AND SHOES.

Reports from ecastern mazufactur-
ers siy that they have haavy orders
in for the spring trade, the number
of orders now in being considerably in
€xeess of Jast year.  Wost ra travel-
jers report that their spring orders
are showing up wel.  Prices are firm
owing to the firnmess in the leather
market.

FUEL.

Sourls coal is now in more pilentiful
suppiy and dealers are nbe to {ill
ordors promptly. Some cordweod Is
coming in from the Dauphin  road,
which makes a new source of supply.
Tamarac woxl from this line sold as
high as $4,.60 and $1.65 for car lots,
chdice tamarac belng scarcer than
other kiuds of wood fuel. The Win-
nipeg Water Works are asking for
tanders to be in by January 15, Jor
1,400 cords o jark pinn or other suit-
able cordwood fuel.  See quotations
on another page.

GROCERIES.

The only change in the loea) market
ig the addvance on granujated and yel-
low sugars, as will bo seen by rofer-
ence to quotations on another page.
Local rrices have not followed the
sharp advances in dastern markets.
Qur spccial telegraphic reports from
AMontreal and Toronto the past few
weeks shiow that grocery staples are
very stroug, and sharp advances have
beent nade on molasves, canned goods
awvl pomo other lines. Winnipeg
prices on these goods are thersfore
meh below eastern markots, making
this tho cheapest grocery market in
the country, freight considernd.

GREEXN RRUITS.

Business s very quist, Ikalers ex-
pect to begin luading honted ears for
coiuntry polats about Jnnuary 15th to
20th. There is nothiyg naw in the mar-
ket and no chango in pric . Prices as
follows. Mexlcan oranges, $1.50 ta

THE COMMERCIAL

$§5; navel oranges $4.50 to $3; ban-
anas, per bunch, $3 to §3.50; Call-
fornla lemons, $4.50 to $5.00 a box;
Washington and Oregon pears, $2
to §£2.25 per box; apples, Ontarlo stock,
$4 to $475 per barrel; soutle
ern apples, $1 to §£4.25 per bbl.; Cape

d  cranberries  §7.50) to £8
per barrel; sweot potatoes $5.26 per
barrel; Malaga grapes, $7.50 per
keg for medium, and §8 for
neavy welghts; Ontario black walnuts,
8o Ib; cocoanuts, $1 per dozen.; Sicily
filberts, large 11c to 12¢ per lb; Gren-
oble walnuts, 13c¢; fix:, fancy elemes,
$1,40 to $1.50 per 10 1b box, 30 1b
boxes 18e; 50 1b. boxes, 17¢ per 1b.:
dates T71-2c ver pound; {mported
celery H0 to 60c per doz.

HARDWARE, PAINTS. LT,

The only change In  th» market
this weak is the sharp drop in refined
petroleum. Quotxd brauds of import-
e1 oll have decilned 8e per galton and
the higher grades of Canadian il
have baon reduced 21-2¢ ¢y 3e. Sil-
ver star remains vachangd. The re-
duction is sald to be owiag to toeal
competition. .

LUMBER.

There is still some speculation as to
the possibilities of am advanuce on pine
Jumber. Tiie market §s very firm and
the indications point to an advance
in prices for the spring trade. At any
rate, the advance in the Stutes and
in British Columbin lumber remders
the market very strong., While Brit-
ish Columiin cedar shingles are quot-
ed 25¢ higher on the new lists, it is
awown that & goxt many shingles
were 8ol lagt fall, for delivery after
January 1, at tho old price of $2.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT—Wheat was casj-r the
tlo first o:rdayscf th w ek in ead-
Ing United States markets, though
thero wag 1o very great change in
yalues.  Yesterxday  pric.s tuos
turn upward, just absub recovering
the loss of tho Lrevious few days. The
casior f.eing in Euaro,ean markets
was attribateld to liberal offcrings of
Argentine whcat. To offsat this se-
wvero drouaght was report:d from the
wheat cistricts of California. xports
from Atlantic ports Inst week were
5,495 000 bushels coamparel with 2,-
708,000 bushels for the corresponding
periot of lagt year.

Locally the wheat market & very
quiet. A good mony buyers have Leen
withdrawn from  Aanitoba  countey
markets, only one buyer for the com-
bination teing left at a number of
mavkets, besldes of  course imdepend-
ont bhuyers aud millers,  “I'he millers
havo beent taking most of the wheat
which sins changed hands in cean or

round lots; audg they nave <iso heen

buying direet from farmers, ag usual.
Yrricess paid to farmers averaged about
762 at AManitoba point< and 780 has
been the rul'ng price o0 car lots, at
country points, based on a 19 cent
freight rate to Fort Williim. Deal-
ors were offermg quite [rcely at this
figuro on Thuradny, but yeterday the
fecling wag firmer. The dealers who
aro buyme from farmers and turning
over their grain to millers, nave just
about heen making profits of vperating
their clevators. The price pald for
car lots in the country is equal to
a0 to 91c afloat Fort William, whiclr
{6 abovo export basiz. No. 2 hard 3¢
loss than No. 1. No. 1 northern nom-
inai at about Ic under No. 1 hard.
FLOUR~We have at Inst o change
to report {n flour, the market having

experfenced a decline this week of 10¢g
yor 98 1b gack, except on second haks
ers, whiclh declined 3Je. We quote
patents §2.45 per sack of 98 lbe;

strong bakers, 2.25; second bakers,
$1.85 and XXX, $1.35. Prices to

lecal denlers liero less 32 per sack for
net cash.

MILLPEED—Ton lote are held at
$10 to $11 1er ton for bran and 313
for shorts, aind 1 yror ton less in farge
lots. Tho demand i» large nnd the
market I8 very firm for bran, $1 per
ton higher boing asked by - ome millers,
AMllers in fact can hardly ~upply the
prosent local and western demand, and
no shij'ment, are being made cast In
conpeuence.

GROUND FEED, — Pure grain
fexli is quoted at $£22 to $24 for

oats and barley, the outside price for
rolled oat feed. Inferior mixed mill
fecd, 18 to $20 ner ton. Ground corn
feol Ix quoted nt $16 to $17 per ton.
Oll eake $20 per ton.

CEREALS—Th» oatmoal market ie
firmer. Oats ura a little higher in
the States and the imported meal ls
costing a little higher to lny it cown
hore, th cast to the jobbing trade
being about £1.65 in rouni lots. We
quote rolle! oat meal in lots to retafl
dea'ers ao $1.89 por sack.

OATS—Prices anre atout the same,
Quotations hold at atout 35c to 370
as o quality. The streat pric2 to
farmers lers is 34 to 35c as to qual-
ity. In Manitotn country markets 28
t» d02 per bushels has baen paid to
farmers, Farmers are marketing
near’y eroxgh to supply the city de-
mand. In fact some city dealers say
they are gotting more oats direct
from farmers than they require for
thielr local trade hine:2 the demand
for car lote is not nctive. It is sald
auite a large quantity of oats are
hell in store here by somo of the ex-
poriug grain firms, the amount be-
Ing variously cstimated at 20,000 to
60,000 bushe!s.

CORN—Corn is in gcod demand from
consumers,, but dealsrs appear to be
well stocked. At any rate a few cars
which hung fire, were sold at eut
prices, ranging fram 351-2 to 36c,
though the regular quotation is 37
to 38¢ per bushel of 56 pounds in car
lots on track as to grade.

BARLEY—We quote 35 to 3% for
feol and 38 to 42¢ for malting, per
bushel of 48 jbs,

FLAX SEED—Nominal at 60c to far-
ners in conntry markets.

BUTTER — Creamery, quiet. We
quote dcal:rs selling prices at 21 to
23¢ as to quality and quantity.

. Butter dairy—There is nothing new
0 say of butter this weck. The mare
ket is quiet. Dealers quote 14 to 15
1-2¢ for round lots of couuntry dairy.
The outsilo quotation for late made
dairy could only be realized for choice
lots; and held goods are quoted at 13
o 1l4c, the Ilatter boing the very
o:nts]l\!e for well kept lots of held
oads. .
CHEESE-Dealers quote 101-2¢ to

1c.
LEGGS-—-Dealers. nre paying 18c net
for rec ipts of fresh and sclling at 20¢.
Limed are offered at 18 to 17c.
POULTRY—D.alors are paying from
7 to 71-2¢ per Ib. for chickens, 10c¢
for native turkeys, and for goese and
ducks 8 to 81-2¢ per 1b., Ontarlo
turkeys jobbing at 13c.
LARD AND CURED MEATS—Drices
unchanged. Sec quotations on annther

page,

GAME~De2aler: are paying Sc each
for rabbits, Jack rabbits quoted at
40c per pair,
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