
FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, Ac.

mention these barbarous inhuman Cruelties, 
transacted by the Indians, yet I have avoided 
to relate the particular Circumstances of 
them, because I believe few civilized Ears 
can bear the reading of them without Horror 
But when they are perpetrated by Christians, 
and so far gloried in, as to be recorded in 
their own History, I am willing to shew it to 
my Countrymen in its proper Colours. This 
last Piece of French History is taken from 
Histoire de V Amérique Septentrionale, par 
Monsr. de la Poterie, published at Paris with 
the Royal Licence, and recommended to the 
Publick by Mons. Fontenelle, Vol. ii. Page 
298.

Though this cruel Act had its designed 
Effect, in breaking off this Method of negoti­
ating between the Five Nations and Dionon- 
dadies, it did not prevent the Peace ; and it 
had very near raised a Civil War with their 
own Indians, which was only prevented by 
the dextrous Conduct of the French Officers, 
who, in all kind of Artifice, have always 
been superior to the Indians. But let me ob­
serve on this Occasion, that the avoiding any 
Misfortune, by any base or wicked Action, is 
commonly the Cause of greater Mischiefs than 
what is thereby avoided ; and of this numer­
ous Examples may be given.
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