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and jumped into a trench beside the road while 
a few more shells fell about. It is an ironical 
truth that the only members of the party hit 
were three of the Germans.

On a certain relief day when food was 
scarce a medical officer started for a Y. M. C. 
A. canteen in Neuville St. Vaast for some 
chocolate, taking a short cut overland, as he 
could save one hundred yards by this route. 
Meeting a soldier he stopped to inquire as to 
direction, and this saved the life of tV officer, 
for a shell struck the ground a fe* feet ahead 
on the spot where he would have been had he 
not stopped. As he and the Tommy hugged 
a tree nearby two more shells struck the same 
spot, sprinkling them with eartn. They turned 
and ran in the direction from which the doctor 
had come, amidst the roars of laughter of 
some soldiers in a trench at the sight of the 
rather corpulent form of the medical officer 
on the double; so little is tho "ht out 'here 
of narrow escapes! And when the officer math 
the same trip in the dusk of evening he foMf 
that the canteen had run out of chocoi

In what had once been a little village 
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