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^rtiiffions ; and till that neceirity is at an end, no at-

tempt to fupport the credit of the exifting afllgnats

can anfwer any purpofe.

1 know that, in reply to this reafoning, it wiH be

faid, that however feemingly well founded ic may be,

yet unhappily experience has conftantly provf j its

fallacioulhels ; fince France, far from being obliged

to relax her efforts, has hitherto from time to time

found means to double them •, and has alfo doubled

her triumphs, in confequence of this increafing exer-

tion. But let us not lofe fight of the circumftance

that it is precifely this reduplication of her efforts

which accelerates their determination. If thofe who
confidercd this fubjed four years ago were miftaken

in anticipating this event, it was becaufe they could

not poffibly take into the calculation tlie defperate

meafurcs adopted by Robcfpierre; meafures, only

tending to make it ultimately more dreadful, by a

temporary fufpenfion. How could they have conjec-

tured that the Convention would have had lecourfe

to the law of the Maximum^ which, as they own
themfelves, has dejtroyed ccnmercet and annihilated ngri-

culture * ? A mealure, which has ruined indujlr)\

cheated the probity which was faithful to the laws, and
enriched the criminal avidity which fet them at dejiance-\l

That they would have adopted fo fenfelefs a fyjiem

cf legijlature which made terror the order of the day,

and encouraged Jlock'jobbing—a legijlationt fays Boiffy

d'Anglas J, which enabled the Government to become

the only merchant^ farmery and manufa£!urery in the

Republic i
which enabled it to exercif a tyranny abfolutely

unkKOun upon the earth ; and tending to univerfal annihi-

litioti of propertyy by the ajfajfination cf every man who
pojfeffed any ?
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• BfJird, December 33, 1 794.

f Echnfleriaiix, December 20, 1794.

X January 8, 1795.
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