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meat and fubliftence: if they fail of reaping this benefit from it, the fault

moft afluredly is not in commerce or luxury, but the government under
which they livj. There h no caufe fo powerful as to operate beneficial

cfFeds contrary to the influence of bad government, or a want of good.

Suppofe we have a million of unemployed poor in England, can any one
of common penetration imagine that the Britifh government could not fet

them to work, and make them maintain themfelves to the advantage of

the whole community ? We fliould not rail at commerce and its attendant

luxury for eSe&% pernicious, merely for »/ant of abilities to render them
beneficial.

In a kingdom where the foil is well cultivated, where numerous manu*
fadures are eftablifhcd, and where a large foreign trade is carried on, no
one need be idle or. unemployed,; if the laws be fuch as encourage in-

duflry alone: aU wiilrbdibufy and. diligent ; all maintain themfelves and
families; every one .will lite comfortably, arid add to the ftock of the

public : the good influence of commerce will be fufficiently apparent.

So much to the employment of the poor ; the acquifition of riches is

quite another affair.

Great Britain has almofl: periodically a confuming war to carry on
againfl a powerful neighbour ; and flie has the intereft of immenfe debts

to pay to foreigners : flie has likewife prodigious internal expcnces to

fupport. All theie demand a great revenue ; and every branch of induftry

mud fhare in fiipporting the burthen: agriculture, manufadtures, and
commerce. Whatever has by degrees been brought to yield, through

either firft or fccond caufes,a large reven; '
. is become not only beneficial,

but an abfolute necelfity. Suppoic the public income 10,000,000 /. and

the necefTary expences as much, and that commerce and its confequences

pay one-third of this ; if that thiid, in cafe of failure, cannot be elfewhere

fuppUed and eafily too, commerce i ; indubitably a neceffary. This is not

the place to ftate proporticms of this fort accurately ; but the prefent ftate

of Great Britain is fomewhat reprefented in the fuppofition.

Now, althoug^i great taxes are raifed on lofmg as well as advantageous

trades, yet in proportion to the riches is the confumption of a nation;

and whatever trade is carried on with a balance againft a people, certainly

impoverifljes them; and no logic isl-equifite to prove, that a poor people

cannot confume equally with a rich one. The general plan of modern
taxation in moft of the European kingdoms and flates is that on confump-

tion i tlx? exciles in Britain form much the largeft part of the public reve-
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