
PREFACE.
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IN
fulfilling the engagement which I had come un-

der to the Public with refpedl to the Iliflory of

America, it was my intention not to have publilhcd

any part of it until the whole was completed. The

prcfent (late of the Britifh Colonies has induced me to

alter that refolution. While they are engaged in civil

war with Great Britain, inquiries and fpeculations

concerning their ancient forms of policy and laws,

which exift no longer, cannot be interefting. The at-

tention and expetftation of mankind are now turned

toward? .heir future condition. In whatever manner this

unhappy jonteft may terminate, a new order of things

mull arifc in North America, and its affairs will afllime

another afpeift. I wait, with the foliciiude of a good

citizen, until the ferment fubfide, and regular govern-

ment be re-c(labliflicd, and then I lliall return to this

part of my work, in which I had made fome pro-

grcfs. That, together with the hiilory of Portuguefe

America,


