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To The Right Honorable 'T/ie Emu. of Catiicaut, Governor General, ^c ijv. (jr.

lOD tb*

-conf*-

Mat rr rLKASB Yovb Exobllbnct,
ij

'The letter of the Secretary of the Province, which ':

inrormed me of my appoinlmont lo my prraont ulTicc,

conlaini the rnllowing words :

|j

" His Excellency has nn diiiiht that ymi will i(ivc ;•

" your beiit excrliom to iho diiiieH of your now nlKcc,
i

" and thut you will Ickic no lime in devoting yourself

" lo deviling such mfUMiirp* as may ho ni-neioMry to
'

" priiviilo prnpiT School Books ; lo estaliliiih the most .

" efficifnt system of |ii«triicti«n ; to elcvnto the chii-

" meter of both Teachers and Schools ; and to en-

" ciiurago every phin and ell'ort to ediiratn and
" improve the youthful mind of the country ; tind His

|

" Excellency foeU assured that your eiidenvours in I:

" mailers so important lo Iho welfare of the rising ii

" youth of Western Canada, will ho alike satisfactory
|'

" to the public, and creditable to yourself."

Before undorlukini^ lo assume a charge so respon-

.<iSble, and to carry into elfect instructions so coinprv-

lientive, 1 felt llwt the most extended examination of

already est«blishv«l systcmaof Education was desirable,

if not indiapensably uecossary.

Accordini;ly, I applied, and obtained leave,

without any expense to the Province, to visit the

ixincipal uuuiilries of Europe in whkh the most

approved system* of Public Instruction have been

estabjialied.

Having devoted upward* of a year to this prepara-

tory part of my task, during which lime I have

pursued my inquiries in the doiRinions of nearly twenty

dilTerent Governments, I now submit to Your Excel-

lency tlie general conclusions at which I liavc arrived.

The leading and fundamental part of my iissignod

task was, " lo devise stich mea$urea at tnay be

" necessary to establish Ike most efficient s}/3tem of
" Instrvction." I will, therefore, submit to the con-

sideration of Your Excellency, first, what I have been

led to conclude " the most efficient system of In-

" struclion, " and secondly, the machinery necessary

for its eslablishincnt, so as to " elevate the character

" of both the Te^ciiers and Schools, and to encourage
" every plan and cfljrt to educate and im]irove the

" youthful mind of the country."

In adopting measures so decided for the advancement

of the educ'ition of the people, the Administration of

Canada is but following the example of the most

enlightened Governments, and, like them, laying tlie

foundation for the stroiigesl claims to the esteem of the

country and graliluile ol posterity. On llie part of

b'jth the free and (le.s|Kitic Govcrnmcnis of Europe, no

subject has lullerly occupied mure utienlion than that

of Public lustrucli'in. Tlin whole suliji-ct has under-

gcme the mosllliuMugh investigation; and systems both

public and private, which had been maturing for ages,

extending from the lowest Elementary Schools up to

the Colleges and Universities, have been carefully

digested and brought into efficient operation.

The improvement and widecx'rnaion of the Mhteins

of Elementary Instruction form the most |iiominciit, m
well a« the most interesting fraturo of this ostrnordi-

nary deveh)p«ment in the policy of both the Kurojiean

anil American (iovernments.

Adequate provision'^ for Elementary Instruction cxirt

not only in Prussia, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, l!el-

gium, France, Switzerland, Havaria, Saxony, ,\iislria,

and the minor Slates of Gormuny, but even in Hussia

u similar system has been commenced , the whole of

that vast empire has been divided into I'Dvinces, with

a University in each ; the Provinces again dividcil

into Districls, each of which is provided with .1 Clas-

sical Gymnasium ;—rach Gymnasial District divided

again into School Districts, and in imh anElencn-
tary School; so that, as n recent traveller ulteivts,
" from Polanil to Siberia, and from the White Sea to

" the regions beyond Caucasus, includit^g the Pro-
" vinoes recently wrested from Persia, there arc
" the beginning of a complete system of Cummoii
" School Instruction for the whole people, to bo carried

" into full execution as fbsl as it is possible to provide

"the requisite number of qualified Teachers."

The investigations on this subject which have lor

several years past been instituted by our own Impe-
rial Government', have been of the most extensive and
practical character, and have already resulted in the

adoption of measures unprecedentcdiy energetic and

comprehensive, to supply the intellectual wants of the

aboring classes.

The northern Stales of the neighbouring Republic

have also made laudable efforts to improve their sys-

tems of Elementary Education ; to promote which ob-

ject, no less than three of their most distinguished

citizens have, during the last nine years, made exten-

sive lours in Europe.

But the vast amount of legislation <\'hich lias been

expended in tliese States, the nume' ' s tnodificationg

and amendments of the School Law . f <e complainls

that are still made by the most compeis r judges and
administrators of them, of the defects 1.1 their opera-

tions,—no less than the nature and importance of the

subject itself, admonish, and seem to require on the

part of the Government of Canada, the most careful

consideration of the whole subject ; so that the wants,

interests and circumstances of the country may be con-

sulted as far as possible, and that the progress of

education may not be retarded by uncertainty, doubt,

and frequent change.

The instructions which have been given me, and the

facilities of acquiring information with which I have
been favored, as well as other circumstances to

which 1 need not here particularly allude, evince that

the Canadian Government is second to no other in its

desire and determination to promote in every ]>ussible

way the education of the people.

In obedience then lo my instructions, I proceed lo

the explanation of that system of Education which I


