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vcd ; but no Court of Juflicc, when Judgment
upon the Verdid: is moved for, will fine a man
more than a few rtiillings, upon its appearing

from the whole of the evidence (which, by the

bye, is always reported by the Judge who tried

the caulc) that the Defendant did not know
he had been ading againll law ; and more ef-

pecially if there was a want of proper advice

at hand, a necelTity of doing fomething, and no
appearance of paffion, violence, and precipita-

tion in the tranfadlion. The higher the flation

of the perfon is in the ftate, the greater will

be the infult undoubtedly ; as more circumfpec-

tion and caution, and tiie befl of legal informa-

tion, and tlie mod regular proceeding, will, in

fuch a cafe, be expeded, out of reverence to the

flate and conftitution itfelf. In a Houfe of Par-

liament, after inquiry, and finding that nothing

in defiance of the laws was defigned, no more,

I fhould imagine, than a cenfure would be aimed
at by any moderate members, and no bill for

infliding pains and penalties, or articles of im*
peachment be brought in, or even thought of

;

unlefs it appeared that the criminal was too great

for ordinary Juftice, or avoided and dtlay'd it,

or elfe play'd with it by chicanery and fubterfuge,

that is, attempted to elude and fru Urate the fane--

tions and compulfions of a Court of JuiiiceJiJ

and, by an abufe of the law of his country, to

pervert its fines and penalties by the hand of
pov^ jr, and the collufion of office ; inftead of
throwing himfelf upon the mercy of the Public,

aiking pardon, and confeffing his error, and there-

by atoning for what he had done, for the ftab

he had fo unadvifedlv made at the vitals of the

M ^/ -^ .^'A^ ^/^ con^


