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IV. An (^xart arconnt of tho cirrnmstancns attending that me-

morable aet, in its preparation and its progress through (congress;

with a copy from the original (h'aught, in the hand wrHing of the

Jlutlior; and a parallel column, in the same hand, shewing the

alterations made in the draught by CJongress.

The Memoir will be considered not a litde enriched by the

Debates in Congress, on the great question of Independence, as

they were taken down by Mr. Jefferson at the time, and which,

though in a compressed form, present the substance of what passed

on Uiat memorable occasion. This portion of the work derives

peculiar value from its perfect authenticity, being all in the hand

writing of that distinguished member of the body; from the cer-

tainty that this is the first disclosure to the world of tliose Debates;

and from the probability, or rather certainty, tliat a like knowledge

of them is not to be expected from any otlier source. The same

remarks are applicable to the Debates in the same Congress, pre-

served in the same manner, on two of the original Articles of

• Confederation. The first is the Article fixing the rate of assessing

the quotas of supply to the common Treasury : the second is the

Article which declares, " that in determining questions each Colony

shall iiave one vote." The Debates on both are not only inte-

resting in themselves, but curious, also, in relation to like discus-

sions of the same subjects on subsequent occasions.

V. Views of the connections and transactions of tlie United

States with foreign nations, at different periods; parUcularly, a

narrative, widi many details, personal and political, of the causes

and early course of the French Revolution, as exhibited to the

observation of the Author, during his diplomatic residence at Paris.

The narrative, with the intermingled reflections on the character

and consequences of that Revolution, fill a considerable space in

die Memoir, and form a very important part of it.

VI. Within the body of tlie Memoir, or referred to as an appen-

dix, are other papers which were thought well entitled to the place

they occupy. Among them, are, 1 . A paper drawn up in the year

1774, as " Instructions to our Delegates in Congress." Though


