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ing, for about an hour before the forenoon service

;

the teachers then walk with their pupils to church

and sit beside them during worship; at dismis-

sion, school exercises are resumed, and in the

afternoon, they again take their place in the church.

This completes the exercises of the day, for none

of the schools are open in the evening; so differ-

ent is tlie system in America and in Scotland

—

with us the evening is the principal period of in-

struction, and only a few schools have a summer

morning meeting. The New York Sunday School

Union was established in 1816, and has now a

great number of schools in connexion with it.

The anniversary meetings of Religious Societies

are conducted in a different manner from those ^t

home. Ours have more the character of popular

assemblies, theirs of devotional meetings. Those

at which I have been present here have always

been held in a church. The business was intro-

duced by singing and prayer; the report was

read, and the speakers, principally clergymen, then

addressed the audience. The peculiar form of the

more modern American pulpits, makes the churches

much better adapted for meetings of this kind than

ours are. A collection was then made, and an-

other hymn and prayer, with the usual benediction,

terminated the proceedings. The introduction

of religious services has the effect of consider-

ably lessening the number of those who attend ;

—

would it not be better that these meetings should


