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^ -^ Concise Account oj

ifland, n')twithftanding the roughnefs and bar-

rcnncfs of foil, and feverity of the climate.

The number of Englifh inhabitants on this

iflaiid is uncertain and fluduating, there being

near double the number in fummer to what
there is in t'^e winter.

St. John*s, fitaated on the foutherly part of

the ifland, is the capital town, containing be- •

twcen three and fourfcore houfes.

Thefe coafts are obferved to be extremely

fubjcdt to logs, occafioncd by the vapours,

which are exhaled from the lakes, fwamps and

bogs, with which the illand abounds, as is

generaUy fuppofcd ; but perhaps is more

owing to the vaft llioals of fiih and fea- animals

which frequent thefe coafls, whofe breath,

warmth, and motion, occalion vapours to rife

from the fea ; hence I imagine it is, that, not-

withftanding the almoft perpetual fogs here,

the air is wholefome and agreeable to moil

conftitutions, which would hardly be the cafe

if they fprung from bogs, fwamps, and

frefti -water lakes.

The wiiiters are fevere, attended with al-

tnoft continual ftorms of fnow, fleet, 6cc. the

fky being generally overeat.

Kere are few cattle, llieep, or horfcs; inftead

of the latter, the inhabitants make ufe of dogs
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