
itll oiir iin<'>>HtnrH in iiulivitluiil and rainilv
{

govcriiriH'ut— wliilo tlii> oiuvnril uimitIi of |)i)li-

liciil (li'iiiui-nicy \r{ a tMct (•(|iiull.v ii|i)iiir<'iU--il

in liy ti<> iiiiMiiH ilfiir' tn iny-o'lt', Cor nno, lliiit

rf1i>i'inii will wii'M iJiiiiiniHlicil jiuwoi' in tin-

|)i('Mt'ti('«' of a ffi'Miiini', nin<i('st. i|i'f|)sente<l

••iiluiic ; f)r, thiit. iliP aristoii'iUic itirr|niiliti('H '

inlu't't'Mr III imii frciiii tlicii- tnothci-s' tviiiiii>will .

nut iiMHt'i't iliciiiHi'lvcH HiicccsMfiilly in iiiiy ri'ully i

fit'i> St4itc'. In otlici' wiiidw, I rt'ly iipcin Nivtiiro
'

anil HcVflation against lnvdlinK ami i-yi-trin
|

inoniri'linjz <if ilii< y\nioricaM, nv M»»y ntlicf kiri'l.

in Natiiff at\'l ill i{<>vi'l:itii)n «(• i^lionM lay tin* i

ImimIh of iinr jMilitii'al, iiioral an<l miiitat pliilo |

wnphy aH a in'opU'; niiil oiu'c! i*o laid, thiiHt-

fnuiidatiMii.- will stand an tinnly ^(l and I'ooti'd,
1

an any roi.k.s in tlni Htii'oniun or Ijiurentian

i"anj<«.

It in ii^iiiU to Hay of oiirsclvi'S, (li'iulimfii,

tliat we arc <'nt»'iin)» on a now friv. It niny \ni

HO, or it tuay ho fiidy tiic mirnj/o of an ora

imintcd oil an oxlialationof Hc!f<iiiinion. Siicli

t'niH, jirnvovor, liuvo coiuo for other civilized

StftteH, why not for us also? Then) oamo foi' 1

(if'iiiiatiy the Swahian era, tlie ira of Luther,
j

and the. era of (ioi'the ; for niod(?rn Italy the
t\)io of I,co X; for Kranee tiio a^'o of Louis

WX. In our ovMi history there havo heen nn
|

Eliwilielhaii and a (ieoi'j^ian era; and, perhai).-*,
'

there is ill liand an Aiiiericm era, in ideas, in
j

niaiinei's, an<l in ])olitii's. Uow far we, who aro

to rej)re-ent Uritish ethii's and Rriti-^h enltuie

in .America—wo, whost new (Constitution

«*oleiiuily jiroclainiH "tliewcll understood jirin-

<ripleM of the Hritish Constitution ;

" how far wo
are to make this jirobuhle next era onr own

—

either by tidhesion or rosiwtiuioe—is wliat, (Jon-

tlcinen, wo must all determine for ourselves,

and so far forth, for the Dominion.
I shall venture in c(inolu<ling this merely

prelitiiinai'y jmper, to address myself directly

to the educated youn>; men of Canada, aH it

now e.xints. I invite them, as a true friond, not
to slirink from confronting tiie great i)rol)lems

presentod by America to tiie world, whether in

morals or in j;ovenmient. 1 propo.se to tliem

that th<\v should hold their ^wn. on tlieir own
Hoil. sacrificing notliingof their originality ; but
rejecting nothing, nor yet accepting anything,
meridy because it comes out of an cider, or

riolu.T, or greater country. That it should
always remain a greater country is partly fur us,

td.so, to determine ; for, at least tooiu' notions,

ancient fireoco was a greater country than the
Persian empire, a.s at this day, England proper
may be considered a greater coiuit' y than
Russia. But North America is emerging ; and
why not our one-third oP the N'orth rise to an
OfHial, even if an opposing altitude, with the
land conterminous ? Wliy not ? I see no rea-

son, why not ? What wo need are the three
levers—moral power, mental power, and phy-
sical power. Wi' know tolerably well what our
physical resoiu-cos are, and by that knowledge
we are cheered on ; (questions of purely moral
strength or weakness we may leave to their

appointed profossorw, the rPVfrfnd clergy; of
our existing nientiil wuyn ami nieiuiH, Ihavc
given a rapid irsiiiiif'.

To sui)ply a list of our dofieicncies, 1 )iavo
not undertaken, ^'et. as iheobjectnf all inteb
lectiial pursuits, worthy of the naine, is the
nttainmeiit of Tnitfi

,
as this is tlie sacred

Temple to be built or rtf built ; as liiis is the
Ithacnof every I'lysses reallywi.se; | venture
humbly to suggest that We need more active
conscientiousness in our choice of books and
peiio(lieals, for ouriu Ives niid for our young
people; tliat tlie rpading nc.|uiremeiit which
moves, andenil»iacesand modifies, every faculty

of our immortal souls, i.s too fearful an agent
to be em|>loyed capriciously, or w.intonly, much
less wickedly, to the jieril of intei(>sts which
will not be covered ujj forever, by the Sexlon>
last shovel of cliurchyard daj . i venture to

suggest that We should look abroad, and see

with the aid of this nil poucrlul agent or

ac<|uirement, what other nations 'U'c doing as

intellectual forces in the worl<l ; not limiting
our vision to America or England, or France.
but extending eager, honest iinjuirers, beyond
th(i Ithine, and beyond the Alps. Fidin <ier-

many the export of ideas, .systems, and stan-

dai-ds of philosoj)liy, crili<Msiii, and beli(>(, has
not yet ceusod ; and from re-conf^lriu;ted Italy.

—so rij)e in all intelligence—a new mental
kingdom must come forth— if the new [loliticul

kingdom is to stand. 1 venture to invite the

younger minds of the l>oniinion to the study of
the inner life of other nations, not to inspire-

them with a weak affectation of imitating
foreign modi.'lH, but ratlier with a whole.sonie

and hearty zeal for doing something in theii

own right on their own soil, (.'n a pojiulation

of four millions we ought to yield m every
gonerution 40 eminent, if not illustrious men';
that is to say, one man to every 1(W,(X.H> souls.

And favoured as we are, we should certainly do
80, if the luiltivation of the mind was pursued
with the same zeal as the goods of the body ; if

wisdom were value<l only as highly as mere
material wealth, and sought as streuuou.sly, day
by day.

I am well convinced that there do exist, in

the ample memories, the northern energy, and
the quick apprehensiveness of our young men,

I

resources all unwrought, of inestimable value

I

to society. I would beseech of that most im-

j

portant class, therefore, to use th(.>ir time ; to

I exercise their powers of mind as well as l>ody

;

1
to acquire the mental drill ami disci])linc, which

!
will enable thorn to bear the arms of a civilized

state in times of peace, with honor, and advan-
tage. If they will pardon mo the liberty 1

take, I venture to address them an apostrophe
I of a poet of another country, slightly altered

to suit the case of Canada

:

" Oh bravo young men, iiur hope, our pride, our
proiiiiso,

On you our hcarta arc snt,

—

In manliness, in kinJliness, iu justice,

To uakc Canada a, uuliuu yet I

''


