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ftflPeoted a largo portion of tho popnintion of tLat
Province; with our Rnnvm Catholic follow subjects it

was a Bill that compc^llod those pooj)lo to contribute to
a systo^n of education that they ^oiild not conwciontiously
avail themselves of. It was a Bill that affected not merely
one individual, as the Streams' Bill did, but a largo claims of
tho population; it wa^ a Bill that affoctotl a largo class of
oople, and which they contended violated, if not their
egal, at leant their equitable rights. Yet the hon. gentle-
man allows that Bill to pass into law. It came before hira.

for examination ; it was strongly protested against. Ho
had a grand oppnrtunitj^ of doalitg fuirl3' and justly with
that class of tho community wlio t!i<;tight thoy wore
wronged by that legislation. Now, it is well to remind
the hon. gentleman of these things, because I know that in

tho multiplicity of his avocation, he cannot bo expected to

go back on tho records of fifteen years. What did he say
in his report of tho 20th January, 1872:

"The Provincial Legiiilfitiiro has excliisivp powers to make laws ia
relation to education. It mfly bo that ilie Act in qu«3tion may act un-
favorably on the (>atholic=< or other rolipious denominations, and if so
it is for such relicioits bodies to appeal to the Provincial Legislature
which has the soIh power to grant redress."

And ho is of Opinion that no other cour.'-o is 0])on to tho
Dominion Government than to allow the Act to go into opera-
tion. The hon. jrentleman's opinion is that if there is any-
thing objectionable in the Bill, the '-cmedy is not to bo ob-

tained from tho Dominion Government or the Dominion
Parliament, but from the Local Legislature, frojn the hon.

gentlemen who controlled the destinies of the Province for

tho time being. Tho remedy is not to bo sought from tho
Minister of Justice, but from tho Local Legislature.

Now, in connection witn this subject I wish to read a very
forcible State paper, published by tho Executive Council of
Now Brunswick, vaUiablo as a solemn protest against any
proposed interference by the Dominion Parliament or tho
Dominion Government with tho rights of tho Province to

deal with questions within tho competence of tho Legisla-
ture. That paper said

:

"The nssiimption by the Provincial Legislature and Government of
Canada of the right to seek the impoaition of further limitations of the
powers of the Provincial Parlisraentsis subversive df the federal charac-
ter of the Union, tending to the destruiition ot the powers and inde-
pendence of the provincial law to the centralization of all power in the
Parliament of Canada.
"The people of New Brunswick cannot, and will not, surrender their

rights of self government within the limits of the Cocstitution."

Sir, I'admire the pluck of the Executive^ of New Bruns
wick. I admire the courage and tho patriotism that in^courage and tho patriotism that im-
pelled them to send to the Dominion Government this


