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TiiK :MYSTi:in' at the chateau des oiniRACx.

]>v J. (i. 15(11 uisor, Sviliirv, (.'ai)r Urfion.

Ti:\ yonrs mu'ii— tin' I'xact (luto i- a uuiIUt (if no iiiii)i)r'iiii('t—I AVi\.s

liviu^j in tlic |ili'a:-;uil iiml jjicdirr-qiii' city ol' (.)iu'li('(', mul anidii;,' tlio

RCiiiaiiitam-os lliat 1 inaile .<oon al'ivr my arrival was tin- Ai)lii' Ia'Ii'I-

liiT. IIo was coinu'iiol wiili dai' d' ilic riliicMlioiial iiisllliitioiis of

the city, and was cnn-Idcicd one of tli'> licst Hcimlais in liic cdloiiy.

To liini 1 ^vas indcbU'd, not only for unniiT<iii> fads rc.-iii'ctin;,^ tlic early

history of Lower Canada, I'lM i'dr many intti'i'-iinL' flctails of tlic man-
ners and customs of llie Frcnidi Canadians. I'ndcr liis i>uiilap.cc (Que-

bec and its snlmiljs l.ucanic as familial' to mc as llic old town wlioro

I wa^ born. I'.vcii now whilst I wrilo. 1 can see the tin-roofed Iniild-

iii'is (•reepin;^: u\) ihe s.ih-s, or nestlinir at the fool of that nolile {ircmnn-

torv. which overlooks the dark v>aleis of llie rlvtr that cai'iies to the

ocean, many hniidii'd miles helow, the irihiite of the 'ireat lakes of

the We.-t. A.^ain am I halhed hy the mist of the lovely fall of Mont-
njoreiicy, tiimMin,:^ in one mi^ilily lca|' from the rocks, lu'arly throe

hundred feet iilio\e, or 1 am 'coas'.iim" down the sides of the im-

mense ice-cones which are formal I'.t the f.ini, and alliird so iniicli

lijnusement to the |dea--iire-.-('ekers of io\ial (^iietiec, diirinLr the monlh-
that the Fr<;st Kinjr holds the cfiniilry in his icy !:rasp.

lint 1 must rememher thai 1 ha-.e not sat down to descrihe the so-

cial or natural eharaeteristies of the oM ca|illal of Canada. I have ti

short story to tidl, not eonnocted immediali'y with (,[ne!i;c. I at with

a pretty villa;j;i! which is situated, a short distance from llie city, on

llie St. Lawrence. Soon alter my inlroiiiu li(.ii to the Ahhc, I ,-tatcd

that it was my intention, tit the earliest opporinnity, to \ isit some of

tlie (jld French \ill:i:j'es and -ee the hi'.lnltinl in lii^ own liona-. 'I'licrc-

lipon the Ahhe very kindly i Ifeied to jii\i' me letters ol' inlroihicl ion

to some Irienif- of his own, a; the \ ilhiL'e in (|i;e-iioii,—which is called,

like so many olliers in Cana(la, afier cue of tin- Saints so nnineroiis in

the luimau Catholic Calendar—and as-ured me at the same lime thai

there 1 would ^ee the /(((('•//(n-/, \ cry lillle ahcred iVom >\liat he was
last centniT w luii he came under llie i!on;iiiion <!' ( Ircat IJritain Hefore
1 liad availed myselt' of this oti'er, the Ahhe tailed on me at mv loil;,'-

injrs, and stated that it was his iiilentioii, two days later, to take .a trip

into the country, and that he would he very liajipy to have me a.s his

fonipanitui. I gladly accepted il.e inviialion, ami nuule till the ur-

raii,i;cments necessary to accompany him at tlu^ tinu' agreed iipim.

liarly ill the morninj; of a line St']iteiidier day, when the sim was
ju.-t risin.L' al.ove the surrouiidin^r hills iind lij-htiii;; iij) the tin roofs of
the city so that they fairly shone, I was .Mated in ihe Ahhe's study, a
cosy apartment well lined w ith llO(d^s in French and Kn,Ldi>li. We
noon took our jihices in the "Cah'che"— a sort of jii;:—of whi<di the Ahbe
Ts-as to act as (!river, and were on the joint oi'starlinir oil" when a seu-
thMuaii crossed the street qiiit-kly and handed my c(an|)ani<in a letter,

sayiiif; sonu'thinj,' at the same tim.' in French, the iiurjiort of whicii
did not rea<di me, 1 recognized him iuimediatelv as a vouiil? ma!i who


