
To tin' Iv'jlit Jicnrnul the Lord Hiahnp of Ondtrio

Mr Loim,—Ol'lcn a« the msisuii for cDiifuiiialiou conii's round, s( rioiin doulits

mis-' ns to tli'.> liiiptisiiinl i|iiiilifi'iilii»ii of c-it;!!!! cainlidiiti-s for that solemn rite.

I'dsuiis jircscnt thomsclvcs of wliom, us tourhiui,' their haptisni, it is iinpossil)le

to say that "all has \>i'vu well done and aciordinK to du" order," in.isiun h as the

asjL'iRv, hy whieli it wiis allenn! to he adiuiiiistered, was nn( a ''lair/uf" <>ni>
;

and DO ir./i'Tctit or I"n red riff /if i>xist<'d in tho agent, to ' ."ii/ii miJ .viif/or C'hrhl .''^

With some, if sueh there li". wlio regard Laptism as little umre than a c</'-

w»/«//, (IS simply x passport to <'xternal Clmreli fellowbhip, these doiilits may not

lie oppressive ; Imt to those who re;:ar<I it purely ns nSurrdiiirnt—a (h'e[»ly solemn

eovenaut ai t, involving spiritii'il issues, and ohligations hinding on hoth eoii-

Ira'ting parties,—the hurdon of doid)t is verii ipifrntix indeed.

Both reason and ronsciiMx e I'orhid the helief, on their part, tiiat in<ltliiiiten(>ss

as to the truth involved, or ahsoluto lieensc as to the means of realizing tiiat

truth, can possihiy characterize the economy of Christ. On the contrary, thev

lirnily hold that the dispensation of "the manifold wisd(un of (Jod,"—and siu'ely

till! sai.nimenls lind place here I—has heen given to '• the Chunh" (Kph. ii. :t, lOj

and that, apart from this divinely instituted organiaiition ami ministry, theyliave

no warrant for assuming that (Jnd will co-ojierate with man in rendering availahle

the wonders of His grace.

'J'lie tjuestion thi'ii arisi s, has the "Chunh" in her ./'"// '(///-(nf/r iiipacity

rver given autli<Mity for the pra'tice of lay-baptism '.' Can any (Jeti/'ral Co'oirif

of the Church, /.'•., which is properly received as such, he quoted as Justifying it ?

—or any Ecclesiastical action, pri(U' to that taken, on a wrong liasis, hy tlie

Ciiurcii of Home, l)e jileach'd in Tindioation of the theory, "all men, ayr, or

women, may haptizo?" If not, on what grounds are such unauthorized acts

reiugnizcd ? In how far can we honestly he parties to the suppositiiui, that grai e

—as yet unreceived in the divinely appointed way—(an he recognized atid

strenglhoned in the sul'sc(|Uent ordinanc' of conlirmatiou. .'//•« uniiiillii cjiijinn

ih'U Khicli exisif, not that, the existence of wliich they doulit.

Tlie rehaptiza'ion of lierelicH in early days, and, in one instance, the occur-

rcuce of ii lay-baptism, (.\.l>. liiCi), have served, with many, to ein'ourage a laxity

of thought as to this sidij'rt. It will be tin- purpose of these letters lairlv |i«

discuss the merits of thi'se exceptional cases, and—so far as may In— to set forth

the preseiit position of the Chunli of Enjjhind on this important matter.


