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?Ovemment, even at this late day, are alive
O the fact that the Franchise Act needs
amendment. In my judgment it needs
ProepIng away. 1If it had not been for the
ranchise Act and the fiscal policy of the
wg:;f(rlnmem, my hon. friend from Welland
tio l?Ot havg: had to make the observa-
hisns that he did in the introductory part of
thatsggec}l to-day. 'We all musc recognize
¢ €re 1s a spirit of unrest in this coun-
Y \thf’*t: although the great bulk of the
Population, nine-tenths of the people, are
oyal o the Crown, yet there is an element
th:: 1S outspoken in opposition. A
To al;}reate that‘spirit, I will not say of (.hs~
B yalty, b_ll‘t of dissatisfaction, with the exist-
8 conditions which is illustrated by the
tﬁght of 50 many thousands of persons from
1S f{i\_loured land, all has its origin in the
kil‘l?(rlxcmse Agt, the fiscal policy, and just such
h s of legislation. Give the people fair-
Eﬂ?t;xn the election of their representatives,
the R ey will cure all the rest. When recently
whe epublican party in the United States,
O occupy very much the position of the
se(l)sy Party in Canada, who regard them-
as €sas thenatural ownersof thecountry, and
an d:"“‘g the right to control its destinies,
Whenst}t;he born legislators of the country—-
of C e Republican party sought by an act

g‘)uf};@ controlling influence of that great
the 'y by means of the Force Bill,-—when
ra.l¥ sought to take possession of the electo-
s !:anChl§e of the United States, the people
will n their might and told Congress “ we
I‘ebelll}eve? submit to it: we have had a
will hmn n the sogth about the slaves,.we
Not ai’e no rebellion about the Force Bill.”
part only the south but the people of other
and s of the Republic rose in their manhood
1ma, said : « T is true the Republican party
carz carry that in Congress, but they cannot
thery 1t if they appeal to the country—
the :] “:111 be a disruption if they do.” Had
in thievtol‘ate, when the Conservative party
chise S country ro!)bed them of their fran-
woull liisen In their might, our people to-day
to an € more contented. You cannot point
whe rg t(’}’:iher democratic form of government
of the o ere has been so large an infraction
he G"ghts of the people as in Canada.
say ofo"el'nment. have f,a,ken possession, I
he’y p the representation of the people.
shall bemt appoint an officer who says wh.o
own Put on the voters’ lists. He is their
creature, selected by themselves. Having
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obtained the lists, what is done ? Do they
trust them to be examined in their own
counties! No, they bring the lists to Ottawa,
to the Printing Bureau, and print them
under their own direction. I may be told
that T must not make charges. Do you
think you can gag the people of Canada
by any such remarks, when they know
and have proof of so many dishonest
things in connection with the representation
of the people? I say the Government
should place itself beyond suspicion. I do
not mean to make any charge, but the Gov-
ernment cannot be surprised that charges of
that character are made when we know the
lengths to which they go in order to secure
the return of their own candidates. Having
framed the lists, having carved out consti-
| tuencies as they have done every ten years
'to suit their own people, they appoint the
! returning officers, and so practically what is
ikaown in the United States as the Force
| Bill has been in existence in the Dominion,
and that is the cause of the unrest and the
| dissatisfaction, and the reason why so many
people are threatening to leave this country,
rand why so many have left the Dominion—
'because they think the Government have
Iseized on the rights of the people and have
| taken control, in a tyrannical or arbitrary
way, of the representation of the people in
Parliament. The Government dare not trust
the people. Surely, if they enjoyed the con-
fidence of the majority in this country, they
need not fear tolet the people of the various
localities make their own lists. Are the
Conservatives in the electoral divisions not
equally as intelligent, on the alert and keen
for success as are their neighbours, the
Reformers? They are on the same parallel,
only the Conservatives have friends at
court, and the Reformers have not.
If you want to secure peace and good feeling
in this country, you have to put the represent-
ation of the people on a mére just, fair and
equitable basis than it is. Do that, and in
my humble judgment you will remove one of
the great.causes of dissatisfaction and stop
the exodus. You will find in the next ten
years our population will have grown—that
we will have attracted population from the
other side,of the line. As I said before,
Canada is a grand country, it has a magnifi-
cent North-west, and it is our duty to take
care of it and to hand it down to posterity
as we received it from those who preceded us.
If we pursue a fair, just and reasonable policy,




